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How Much Is That Doggie In the
Window? Answer: 2.3 Cents a Minute
By William B. Dickinson
rival Tutsi tribe. More than ethnic rivalries are
involved here. Homes of the murdered Tutsis are
looted — an example of what Vanderbilt University
anthropologist Virginia Abernethy has termed
"resource grabs" traceable to overpopulation.
Many of us watch "National Geographic" and
"Nature" specials on public television. The unvarying
lesson of these programs is that the animal kingdom
is regulated by natural imperatives of territory,
resources and birthrates. We have no trouble
understanding that only so many creatures can
survive in a finite place. But we are unwilling to
extrapolate from these vivid examples of nature in
action. Our conceit is that humans are different: we
were given Biblical dominion over baser creatures,
and our intelligence and technology will save us
from the fate of other animal forms confronted by
massive overcrowding.
If so, we had better get cracking. Otherwise, we
face what Robert D. Kaplan has called "The Coming
Anarchy," characterized by the scarcity, crime,
overpopulation, tribalism and disease that already are
destroying the social fabric of many nations.
Kaplan's cover article in The Atlantic Monthly
(February 1994) is a horrific preview of the first
decades of the 21st century. His trek through West
Africa is a detailed look at a future dominated by
demographic, environmental and societal stress in
which "criminal anarchy emerges as the real
'strategic' danger." It's no coincidence that birthrates
in these African countries are at the top of the scale.
Too many people is often the common
denominator. Consider Vietnam — as The New York
Times's Malcolm W. Browne did during a monthlong visit in April. In a front page article, May 8,
Browne reported that Vietnam "is bursting at the
seams with people, and unless the nation can change
its demographic, social, and economic trends, the

The photograph is of a Chinese boy walking in
a park with a small dog on a leash. My daily
newspaper ran the photo along with a short
Associated Press dispatch: "A walk in the park with
a dog is a luxury, not leisure, in Beijing. That's why
the Friends of the Dog Park — which rents dogs for
23 cents for 10 minutes — is so popular. China has
officially banned the animals because it says the
country is too poor to afford them. Some 600 dogs
(are) available for rental..."
Welcome to the human face of overpopulation.
Perhaps China is "too poor" to allow people to own
dogs, but it's just as fair to conclude that the country
has "too many people" to afford them. In an effort to
rein in its growth, China has a one-child-per-family
policy. Even so, its resources are strained to provide
for the 1.2 billion people there already. So children
rent dogs for 10 minutes to experience a
companionship we in richer nations take for granted.
How sad. How telling!
For a long time, I thought the crisis of
exploding population would not become inescapably
apparent until early in the next century. To be sure,
the earth now holds 5.7 billion of us, and we are
growing at the rate of 1 billion every 10-12 years.
Technological development of the Pacific Rim and
Latin nations, however, was seen by some as a
saving grace. Malthusian misery might be limited for
a while longer, allowing nations time to get their
population-stabilization act together.
This window of opportunity now may be seen
as a chimera. My reading of the news so far this year
suggests that in nation after nation, both rich and
poor, population pressures have reached critical mass.
The slaughter in Rwanda is a sickening reminder of
how quickly man turns against man, given a flash
point. A mysterious plane crash that killed its Hutu
president becomes the excuse for massacres of the
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Meantime, women's groups are stirring the pot
by arguing that traditional methods of controlling
population growth are demeaning and coercive. They
want a new emphasis on expanding health services to
include prenatal care, educating girls, and promoting
women's equality. As women gain more control over
their lives, it is held, they will have fewer children.
This argument is not without merit: cultural
differences may have more to do with birthrates than
does access to contraceptives. But the worry is that
the rift between the women's equality advocates and
the family planning forces will paralyze the delegates
at Cairo.
I suggest we cut through the fog by handing out
a copy of that photograph of the Chinese boy and the
rented dog.
•

Vietnamese people will face a catastrophe, many
experts believe." Since 1975, Vietnam's population
has increased by more than 60 percent, to 72 million.
Already the twelfth most populous nation on Earth,
it could number 168 million by 2025.1
Common sense tells us that such numbers
cannot come to pass. Nature is the final arbiter of
existence, and when the environment and quality of
life have been sufficiently degraded in a place,
balance will be restored, if necessary on killing
fields. The behavioral sinks of Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia
and the former Soviet Union should be viewed as
cautionary tales.
All of this lends urgency to preparation for
September's International Conference on Population
and Development in Cairo. The conference represents
one of the last chances this century to address
population/migration issues on global terms. Yet the
preparatory session at the United Nations ended in
late April without agreement on abortion, access to
contraception by adolescents, and financing.

1

The Social Contract published an excerptfromMalcolm
Browne's book, Muddy Boots and Red Socks in our Spring
1994 edition. It is a chapter entitled "Beware the Third
World" beginning on page 186.

In Germany: Number of Asylum Seekers Stagnates
Since the speeding up of asylum procedure (April 1, 1993) and the change of article 16 of the
German constitution (July 1, 1993) the number of asylum seekers in Germany decreased
remarkably, especially of Romanian and Bulgarian citizens. Since August 1993 the number of
asylum applications filed monthly remains around 15,000, one-half or less than earlier. Most
applications are filed by Yugoslavian citizens (5,966 in January, 1994), followed by Turkey
(1,403), Romania (847) and Vietnam (485). In January a total of 13,154 applications were
registered at the Federal Office for the Registration of Foreign Refugees located in Zirndorf.
Experts are relating the decline to both the change of article 16 and the speeding up of the
procedure to less than two weeks (compared to several years prior to the April 1st change) which
makes a temporary stay during the application an unattractive option for East Europeans searching
for employment.
Source: European Forum for Migration Studies, Bamberg
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Professor Hirschman wrote this book while in residence at the Center for Advanced Studies
in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University. Reprinted by permission of the publishers
from Exit, Voice, and Loyalty: Responses to Decline in Firms, Organizations, and States by
Albert O. Hirschman, Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, © 1970 by the President
and Fellows of Harvard College.

Excerpt from Chapter Eight

Exit, Voice and Loyalty:
Responses to Decline in Firms, Organizations and States
By Albert O. Hirschman
[Editor's Note: The author argues that there are two
types of response to unsatisfactory situations in one's
firm, organization or country. The first is "exit" or
leaving without trying to fix things. The second is
"voice," that is, speaking up and trying to remedy the
defects. Loyalty can modify the response, causing one
to stand and fight (voice) rather than cut and run
(exit). The chapter excerpted here deals in forceful
language with these choices in decisions about
human migration.]
It does not take much of a plunge, at this point,
to take up as our last topic a special though sizable
case — that of exit and voice in relation to American
ideology, tradition and practice.
My principal point — and puzzlement — is
easily stated: exit has been accorded an
extraordinarily privileged position in the American
tradition, but then, suddenly, it is wholly proscribed,
sometimes for better, sometimes for worse, from a
few key situations.
The United States owes its very existence and
growth to millions of decisions favoring exit over
voice. This "ultimate nature of the American
experience" has been eloquently described by Louis
Hartz:

borrow the words of T.S. Eliot, means to
murder and create, but the American
experience has been projected strangely in the
realm of creation alone. The destruction of
forests and Indian tribes — heroic, bloody,
legendary as it was — cannot be compared
with the destruction of a social order to which
one belongs oneself. The first experience is
wholly external and, being external can
actually be completed; the second experience
is an inner struggle as well as an outer
struggle, like the slaying of a Freudian father,
and goes on in a sense forever}
This preference for the neatness of exit over the
messiness and heartbreak of voice has then "persisted
throughout our national history."2 The exit from
Europe could be re-enacted within the United States
by the progressive settlement of the frontier, which
Frederick Jackson Turner characterized as the 'gate
of escape from the bondage of the past.'3 Even
though the opportunity to "go West" may have been
more myth than reality for large population groups in
the eastern section of the country,4 the myth itself
was of the greatest importance for it provided
everyone with a paradigm of problem-solving. Even
after the closing of the frontier, the very vastness of
the country combined with easy transportation make
it far more possible for Americans than for most
other people to think about solving their problems
through "physical flight" than either through
resignation or through ameliorating and fighting in
situ the particular conditions into which one has been
"thrown." The curious conformism of Americans,
noted by observers ever since Tocqueville, may also
be explained in this fashion. Why raise your voice in

The men in the seventeenth century who fled
to America from Europe were keenly aware of
the oppressions of European life. But they
were revolutionaries with a difference, and the
fact of their fleeing is no minor fact: for it is
one thing to stay at home and fight the "canon
and feudal law," and it is another to leave it
far behind. It is one thing to try to establish
liberalism in the Old World, and it is another
to establish it in the New. Revolution, to
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