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Y realm, as I am sometimes
reminded by tiiose who feel
tiiat one not averse to verse
should not venture to stick a toe into
the troubled waters of sociology and
economics—my realm is really that of
books, and old books at t h a t ! But I do
not confine my reading to books of
poetry. In fact, as I get older, I turn
more and more to history, biography,
and s. and e. as above stated. Therefore, it is inevitable that some comment on such things, and upon current affairs, in which it is also impossible not to be interested, should
creep ever and again into this wayward monologue. I t annoys some people very much. I t has incensed Edwin
C. Crampton of Raton, New Mexico,
because I have been "unfair to Herbert Hoover" (though it was Miss
Rebecca West who started t h a t ! ) , it
aroused a many-paged diatribe from
someone in Jersey, it has caused F r a n k
W. Lucas of San Francisco to tell me
gently:
You announce t h a t "we have seen
unfettered initiative and free enterprise run the country into a hole."
You have overlooked apparently t h a t
all nations run into a hole at "intervals and then they run right out
again. On a trip to Buenos Aires I
had occasion to consult a telephone
book. Serving a population of two
million, it has the same number of
subscribers as has Sacramento, California, with a population of 100,000.
In the U. S. A. the poorer classes,
over which you and your collaborators shed so many tears, have
telephones, radios, bathtubs, jalopies,
and even pianos. I enjoy so much
what you write about things you
know. Please omit economics.
I thank Mr. Lucas, but it is impossible for me altogether to omit economics, because I am part of an economic system which will not omit me
or millions like me. I t conditions my
whole way of life, and it is far from
being perfect. Therefore, I shall continue to lay about me at times when I
think it necessary. I have even contemplated writing an article, "Conservatives Are Always Wrong," and,
strangely enough, this has not been
inspired by weeping into my alphabet
soup over the woes of the proletariat,
but by contemplating the history of
aviation in which I am also interested
(Sorry!) Also Mr. Lucas's picture of
countries running in and out of holes
with the agility of prairie dogs does
not strike me as quite accurate. And,
again, the idea of a self-adjusting economic system had, I thought, been
thrown overboard long ago by the best
minds. It doesn't self-adjust, or it takes
so long to stagger back, in the present
state of the interlocked and complicated world, that you have very nearly

chaos in the meanwhile. But I am a
mere amateur at these matters, and I
am going to play fair and give you a
letter from a business man. Mr. Paul
S. Grant, who is secretary and treasurer of The Milwaukee Company of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin (and I don't
know how large a corporation t h a t
may be, or how small a business,
though I probably should), has written the following. I answered his good
letter in my usual random way, spilling my notions out helter-skelter—but
for those of my readers who think I
am unfair—and I dare say I am often
quite as unfair as they are—here is Mr.
Grant's view of the situation, and they
have a right to take a crack at that
too, if it happens to annoy them. It
doesn't annoy me, though I do not
altogether agree with it. It is reasoned
and calm argument.
May the typewriter speak to the
theorbo ? You say, "if it be a moral,"
and that may take the edge from my
comments, but let an investment
man early fallen from the grace of
the academic life write to the poet
who discusses Big Business.
You did not capitalize the words
"Big Business," but there are others
capitalized, and used as an epithet, a
technique of politicians who wish
emotion to displace reason. Carl
Snyder and Norman Silberling have
analyzed factually, inductively, the
historic relationship of wages paid
workers to the value of the product,
and have found that there is so constant a ratio that it seems to_ be
fundamental. Perhaps that ratio will
change, either by a f u n d a m e n t a l
change of our economic system, or
by some shift within the present
system not f o r e s e e a b l e by these
authors. Without research, I cannot
prove it, but I have a feeling t h a t
the greatest change now going on
is that, out of the dollar of value
produced, not labor, but the government is getting a greater share, and
the shareholder less. In the long run,
from study of many decades, these
authors say, labor's increased rate
of pay doesn't produce more real
i n c o m e . What produces—and has
produced in our country—a higher
standard of living is greater productivity per man hour.
And what produces greater output per hour per m a n ? The application of mechanical power, electricity
or internal combustion engines, doing man's work for him, so that labor is tending or directing machines
which do many times what each
man could do with his muscles. And
it takes capital to assemble these
machines, and management to plan
their operations, and while you have
your choice between private capital
and state capital, is there any doubt
of the choice?
It takes profits to attract capital
and to create capital. Is there anything immoral about profits? Eliminate the emotion from the word
and assume that a business is run,
as most are, with a fair deal for

labor; isn't the shareholder entitled,
for his risk, to an equally fair deal,
—the chance to make a profit and
get some dividends ? There are many
who would like all savings to go
into government bonds. These would
direct the whole flow of capital into
"socially useful" projects, but I can
foresee in that case a stagnant and
wasteful civilization. Isn't the quick
elimination through bankruptcy of
uneconomic private ventures better
for us than bureaucratic competition
for funds raised by deficit financing,
and no test but political expediency ?
Probably we agree, that free enterprise policed, but not controlled,
by government is what we should
have, and my experiencing in financing shows me clearly some of
the rules we need. But I assure you
that finding the judicial temperament to administer a law is much
more difficult than writing the law;
and that labor needs p r o t e c t i o n
against its professional organizers
and spokesmen as much as it does
against its employers. Money is only
a s.ymbol. It is one of the major
symbols of power, but other symbols
are the titles senator, or fuehrer, or
state organizer. There are many ambitions, but the unselfish man rarely gains power, whether it be in an
organization, or in politics, or in
business. Ambitious men need to be
restrained. The misled, short-sighted
rank and file of workers, and the
t h o u g h t l e s s , indifferent investor,
need enlightenment and help and
protection.
After all, isn't l a b o r ' s interest
jdentical with the business man's?
Don't they both want full production and active b u s i n e s s ? Don't
wages and profits go up and down
together? If both sides can realize
that they are on the same side, a
constructive policy will be bound to
result, and name-calling must stop.
One more comment,—on your quotation from Mr. Dreher: He uses the
first year of rearmament as a sample of the excess-profits tax. The
rate now is 90 percent. Perhaps now
the yield of the tax is more than a
drop in the bucket, but if it is still
only a drop in the bucket, then what
of the tenth of a drop left to business? I t can't be a "cashing in" on
the war for any one to mutter about
except the poor business man who
works 90 percent for Uncle Sam.
The quotation may have been obsolete when you used it.
WILLIAM ROSE BENET.

SOLU'nOIV OF LAST WEEK'S
DOUBLE-CROSTIC (No. 483)
G. K. CHESTERTON;
ON PIGS AS PETS
We do not know what fascinating
variations might happen in the pig
if once the pig were a pet. There
may be little frisky, fighting pigs
like Irish or Scotch terriers, there
may be little pathetic pigs like
King Charles' spaniels.
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ECENTLY in c h e c k i n g up a
S h a k e s p e a r e a n quotation, I
came across another instance of
variation to be found in different editions. I had used in my DC "a blow to
hear," but the edition I consulted later
gave "blow? to th' ear." Both made
sense, though I'd have preferred the
latter if it hadn't involved too many
changes.
As valued contributions from Steven
Byington, Ballard Vale, Mass., are
piling up beyond my time to answer
them individually, I pause to tell you
something of my most erudite and
helpful DC'er. S. B.'s father was a
country parson and head of a Vermont Shakespeare Society. His mother
was a daughter of the editor of a religious paper, niece of William M.
Evarts, and great-granddaughter of
Roger Sherman. S. B., graduate of
the University of Vermont, '91, ultimately entered a well-known publishing house as a proofreader and for
thirty-eight y e a r s r e m a i n e d with
them, from time to time sharing in
editorial r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . When a
young graduate, he made plans to
translate the Bible from its original
sources, but found then t h a t it lacked
the remuneration he needed. Now,
after some private preparatory education, he is engaged, single-handed, in
this translation in the hope that it
will be completed this year.
S. B., in reply to my query as to including Scotch and English dialect
words in our DCs, doesn't see the
consistency of ruling out those words
when I include South African terms
like rondawel, any small house of
cheap construction. To me, such general words from South Africa or from
India are of large countries of growing importance, and we are likely to
come across them in current books or
radio comments. Whereas Scotch and
English dialect words are confined to
local districts in an abundance to
interest the philologist rather than
the DC puzzler.
Speaking of williwaws (an instance
I might have cited above) Mrs. P. V.
Hoyle, Deep River, Conn., writes that
williwaws has long been familiar to
her, introduced years ago by an old
sea captain in the household as in
common usage among sailors.
In commenting on my use of Ormuluin—DC 472—as a thirteenth century
poem in the vernacular important in
English language evolution (abbreviation for space often interferes with
explicit definition) S. B. w r o t e : "The
Orniulum played no part in the evolution of the English language because
in its time nobody read it. They neither
wore out the author's autograph M. S.
nor made a single copy of it. I t is today important to students as a record
in the stage of the evolution of the
language because Orm was a spelling
reformer and his peculiar spelling
shows the pronunciation of his time."
E. S, K.

R

f76a/77Y/789

Doutle-Crostics: N o . 484
By ELIZABETH S. KINGSLEY
DIRECTIONS
To solve this puzzle
vou must gufss twenty-8ix
words,
the
aefinitions
of which
are given in the column headed
DEFINITIONS.
The
letters
in eaoh word to be
guessed are numbered.
These numbers appear
under the dashes
in
the column
headed
WORDS.
There is a
dash for each letter in
the required word. The
key letters in the squares
are for convenience, indicating to which word
in the definitions each
letter in the diagram, belongs. When you have
guessed a word, fill it
in on the dashes; then
write each letter in the
correspondingly
numbered sQUare on the
puzzle diagram.
When
the squofl'es are all filled
in you will find
(by
reading from, left
to
right) a quotation from
a famous author. Heading up and down the
letters mean
nothing.
The black squares indicate ends of words:
therefore words do not
necessarily end at the
righ t side of the diagram.
When the
column
headed WORDS is filled
in, the initial letters spell
the name of the author and the title of
the piece from, which
the quotation has been
taken. Authority
for
spelling and definitions
it Webster's New International
Dictionary
(191^0 edition).

The solution of
last week's Double
Crostic
will be
found on page 22
of this issue.

DEFINITIONS

WORDS

East Indian licorice seed used for
beads.
A fairy ruler of dreams (described
In Romeo and Juliet).
Play by Euripides (Admetus' wife).

87 lai 83

8 100 112 57 81

71 167 117 78 153 111 24 161
85 143 92

Persian racial type in Baluchist an
(laborers or slaves).
Term of endearment (Ang-lo-Irish).

99

12 29 122 76 134

96 147 11 148 73 175
100 108 106 123 171 170 139

Effect of past experience of individual or race that persists.

49 95

59 39 110

Simplest of the Japanese Buddhist
faiths (comp.)

145 58 103 9

Pentateuch or Law of Moses (Jewish).

184 37

4

32 173 150

13 30

Awkward, gawky fellow.
146 141 77 116 60 93 152 46

Designating- Hog

as a

54 156 26

Shepheid.
55 137 115 131 91 118 45

Full of whims.
120 65 113 104 136 10 41

To bury.
5

German critics (brothersl
1849) (1772-1825).
Heedles&ly impetuous.

34 106 64 17 132

(1767179 127 109 156 121 66 169 161
89 19

1 180 125 61 133 164

To be a fixed element or attribute.
126 23 114 70 102 16

To declare openly.
149 84 90 130 174 74 168

A small mug or a small quantity
of drink.
A presenting- for acceptance.
1st magnitude star in Pisces Au$tralis.
Indian of tribes at mouth of Ottawa River and north of the St.
Lawrence.
Small fish used for bait.

47 50 63 158 36 178
27 36 172 82 182
69 119 5G 48 101 138 129 72 88
7
2

Faithless beloved of Pelleas (Tennyson).
Snubs.

40 52 44 62 98 88 26 157
183 51 28 176 140

67 53 25 31 38 79 159
166 97

18 33 136 22 107

Safety zone for pedestrians (English).
181 14 75 3 128
Hilly tract in Gloucestershire (sheep
6 154 163 15 177 68 86 144 42
raising).
Wife of Atreus, daughter of Minos.
94
165 142 21 43 162
King of Crete.
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