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RAIN M A K I N G A N D O T H E R W E A T H ER VAGARIES.

By W. J. H U M P H R E Y S .

Baltimore: T h e Williams & Wilkins Co.
1926.
$2.50.
Reviewed

by ALEXANDER

MCADIE

Harvard University

AMERICAN
CRITICISM:
1926
Edited by
William A. Drake
T H I S is the first of a series to be
brought out each fall with the aim
of putting in permanent form some
of the most interesting and meritorious literary criticism from year
to year.
Just ready, $2.50

SAMUEL
TAYLOR
COLERIDGE
By
Hugh rAnson
Author

Donne"

"This is not merely a biography. It
is a creative piece of literature, one
of the best I have ever read."—Benjamin de Casseres. N. Y. Times.
$3.50

READ
AMERICA
FIRST
By
Robert Littell
"Substance is what these papers unfailingly possess. There is an idea
imbedded in each of them and they
amalgamate into a clear-visioned
commentary on contemporary America."—A^. y . Herald-Tribune.
$2.00

Poetry
Carl

Sandburg's

SELECTED POEMS
The best of Carl Sandburg's work,
compiled and with an introduction
by REBECCA WEST.

Wilbert

t2.00

Snow's

THE INNER HARBOR
"Few recent volumes of poetry
have been more readable." Nation.
*1.7S
Roberta Teale Sivartz'

LILLIPUT
By "one of the most promisinpr
young lyricists.*'
$1.50
Amy

Spin^arn's

HUMILITY AND
PRIDE
A volume in which is reflected a
strong and emotional personalitv.
Illustrated by the author.
$2.50

THE
DELICATESSEN
HUSBAND
By
Florence Guy Seabury
"Mrs. Seabury's picturesque and pertinent wit, aided by Mr. Day's drawings, make one of the best pieces of
humorous writing of the year."—Chicago E'vening Post. Illustrated by
Clarence Day, Jr.
$2.50

Harcourt, Brace & Company
383 Madison Avenue

| | N the jacket of the book, the publishers
^ - ^ say that it is an "entertaining and instructive account of the attempt to control
rain by magical, religious, or scientific
means;" and not fully satisfied with this
effort, they add that it is "fascinating, instructive, and diverting." T o all of this
we agree. But no author is to be held
strictly accountable for a publisher's state of
mind, and we think our author does much
better when he, with proper modesty, describes his work as a "study in fluvicuU
ture." T h e word was introduced if not originated by Dr. David Starr Jordan, dweller
under the shade of Palo Alto (the tall pine),
where the days are glorious and the rains
are golden, when they come on time. But
alas, it is a land overrun if not infested
with spurious rain makers.
Professor Humphreys goes the good Doctor one better, for he bowls us over with
the
term
vieteorologlcal
mumfsimuses
which, in the vernacular of the campus, is
in itself quite a mouthful.
He translates
it for us, as "stupid weather errors stubbornly
held
to despite all rational
explanations."

Fausset

of "John

New York

A0X9irr,

We have a fellow feeling for any display of heat in calling down the rain
wizards, as an enlightened press headlines
them. Men who have devoted their lives
to scientific investigation of problems connected with weather do get riled when the
public falls for certain schemes of weather
control put forward by half-baked exploiters, and more frequently by some who
never even saw the inside of an oven, the
oven in this case being an elementary course
in physics. T h e dear public ought not to
be fooled; but nevertheless the dear public
apparently likes to be fooled; and that
being the case what can a poor professor
do but show exasperation as he bares his
tired soul for the hundredth time?
In this review we need not go deeply
into the scientific aspects of the case for and
against rain making.
Calculations of
thermal energy do not appeal to the average
reader who cares only for results. It is
enough at present to say that control of the
clouds is a long way off, though it would
be rash to say that man will never succeed
in modifying his orographic environment.
Readers of The Saturday Revieiu will
find the book sufficiently diverting. Dr.
Humphreys has the pen of a ready writer,
and has a balanced sense of humor. The
prefatory Rhyme of the Rain-maker by no
less a person than Dr. Frank Wigglesworth
Clarke, the distinguished chemist of the
Geological Survey, is a gem. We might
have expected it. For every now and then
a sober-minded chemist, or physicist, or
even a mathematician, will break out with
eruftio foetatis, a malady which forces
them to scratch clean paper with lightminded verse. This particular scratch was
published in Life, thirty-five years a g o ; but
is still fresh and to the point.

Space will not allow us to quote much
from the book, but one or two bits are
worth reprinting.
" T o get rain, the Arabs of North Africa
fling a holy man into a spring." For our
part we would much prefer to wait for the
rain rather than drink from that particular
spring.
" T h e women of Kursk, southern Russia,
break a trying drought by capturing a passing stranger, and forcibly either throw him
into a river or else souse him well from
tip to toe."
"But the farthest removed and most
vicarious of all these wettings that rain
might come is that of the Armenians who
drench neither themselves nor yet their
priest, but the priest's wife."
And finally we hark back to the last
stanza of that literary gem from a professional geological chemist. It is still the
preferred plan for stopping rain when all
other methods fail:
To check the flood you started, I've heard
All efforts <were in vain;
Util the Bureau at Washington stirred,
And stofped t/ie storm with a single word,
By just
fredicting—Rain!
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Reviewed by P H I L I P S COAN

A / f R. SCHULTZ, whose work on the tax^^^
ation of inheritance forms the latest
addition to the series of winners of the
Hart, Schaffner and Marx prize, has performed an important service in chronicling
and discussing the general movement among
nations in the past quarter century toward
an expanding use of this form of levy. He
points out that there has been before the
American reader no more recent work than
that of Max West, of which the second
edition appeared in 1908. T h e resort of
the United States Government to sharply
progressive estate duties dates from 1916,
and the trouble over coinciding Federal and
State inheritance taxes reached its height
some years later. The period of the European war and of the financial restoration
following it witnessed extension of inheritance taxation in many countries. These
recent developments are now for the first
time treated comprehensively from the
American point of view.
For his presentation of the early history
of inheritance taxes Dr. Schultz has admittedly based his work on the writings of
Schanz and other Europeans. T h e early
period in this preponderatingly modern
fiscal form may be said to extend to the
outset of the present century. Wisely, it
seems, the author has put in the lead that
half of his book which comprises the historical narrative of legislation and fiscal
policies in the countries chiefly involved.
The time has hardly come when the critical
consideration of the results, and of the incidental effects of the prevalent type of
heavily progressive death tax would have a
sufficient groundwork of demonstrated fact
to raise it to the chief prominence in the
scheme of such a work. In a brief chapter
on the incidence and economic consequences
of the inheritance tax, Dr. Schultz none the
less expresses some interesting views. Hardship is caused in the United States, in his
opinion, by the cash requirement upon taxed
estates, which often renders necessary forced
sales of their resources at inadequate prices.
He rejects, somewhat briefly and summarily,
Secretary Mellon's contention that forced
sales of decedents' resources tend to cause
in the aggregate a continuous depression in
the capital markets. In pointing out that
the custom of commuting the inheritance
tax into an annual duty, by means of taking out life insurance to the amount of the
expected payment, assimilates the tax to a
duty on incomes, he brings to bear a strong
argument against the long held view that
the inheritance levy has a peculiar destructive effect on capital.
J( J(
Opposing opinions of the schools holding
that the tax weakens the incentive to capital
accumulation, and that it strengthens this
incentive, he dismisses alike, venturing the
risky middle view that the reaction on
business initiative is "very little one way
or the other." The test of so broad a
statement would be to ask the author
whether he thought that a 100 per cent tax
on estates would not lessen the saving
initiative. It seems likely that there exists
an optimum point below which the tax
stimulates accumulation and above which it
discourages it.
It will be of interest to many American
readers to learn that the Union Death duties
Act of 1922 superseded altogether the separate and overlapping taxes previously
imposed by subdivisions of the South
African Union. No such degree of simplification and of release from anomalies and
excesses of plural taxation seems yet in
sight in the United States. T h e history of
recent State and Federal lawmaking in this
country as Dr. Schultz presents it seems at
least to show an encouraging effort in some
of the States to abate this patent evil, even
at some financial loss. In his exposition of
these and other laws. Dr. Schultz is clear,
wastes no words, and speaks with the plain
and definite tone that commonly means mastery of the facts to be conveyed.
The first of the three monographs which
the German Reichsarchiv purposes to devote to the battle of Verdun has now appeared (Oldenburg: Stalling). "Die T r a godie von Verdun: Die Deutsche Offensiveschlact," by L. Gold and Major M .
Reymann, gives a strategic outline of the
initial phases of the battle.
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Humanizing

Work

and making of it not a means
to an end but an end in itself,
is one of the most important
steps toward the good way of
living
as Thomas
Vernor
Smith sees it.
The professions already stand
as evidence of the fact that human activity can be made into
work that is a challenge to
man's creative impulse.
It is, then, to the professions
that we must look for a reasonable n o r m ; and it is the spirit
of the professions that must
leaven the whole area of nonprofessional work and bring it
nearer to the democratic ideal.
Mr. Smith is no impractical
social reformer. H e has taken
life as he has found it and tried
to make of it the best that can
be under existing conditions.
Read his sane and sound proposals in

THE DEMOCRATIC
W A Y OF LIFE
It is $1.75 at all bookstores
or $1.85 postpaid
from

THE UNIVERSITY OF
CHICAGO PRESS
5852 Ellis Avenue

I

CHICAGO
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A r t Studies I V
This annual publication includes
twelve essays that cover a wide
range of topics exceptionally
fascinating to lovers of art. It
is beautifully
printed a n d
lavishly illustrated. "Few books
published in America," says the
International
Studio,
"are so
profoundly scholarly as these
publications by members of the
Departments of Fine Arts of
H a r v a r d and Princeton Universities. The nature of the
material, the manner of treating
it, and the authority of the contributors gives these publications a distinction not often
challenged by American books
on art." $7.50 a copy.
HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS
2 RANDALL HALL, CAMBRIDGE, M A M .

A Working Faith
B y Charles R. B r o w n
McNair Lectures delivered at University
of North Carolina, 1926. A description
of the sort of faitli which is useful in a
man's everyday life. (Postpaid, $1.50.)

Religious Certitude in an
Age of Science
By Charles AUen Dinsmore
"This book will not please the ultraFundamentalist, hut he ought to read it to
learn the faith of a Christian who accepts
the results of Science."—Arkansas Methodist. "As helpful as it is candid and
intellectually sincere."—Springfield, Mass.,
Republican. (Cloth; postpaid, $1.50.)

Can a Man Be a Christian
Today?
By William Louis Poteat
"The deepest of all infidelities because it
comprehends all other forms is the fear
lest the truth be bad."—POTEAT. (.Second
edition; postpaid, $1.50.)
At all bookstores or from
THE
PERSON

UNIVKKSITT OF NORTH
CABOUNA PRESS
HALL, Chapel Hill, N. C.
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oAtlantic^ooks for Distin&ive QhriStmas Qifts
T H E HOUNDS OF SPRING
By Sylvia T h o m p s o n
"Well written, interesting, and gives a picture
little short of inspiring. Increasingly absorbing
up t o the final chapters. Every one who reads
it will not only be touched by its magnificence,
but will be stirred by certain quenchless
memories of the past."—The BostonTranscript.
53 rd thousand.
$2.00

INTO THE VOID: A Bookshop M y s .
tery
By Florence Converse
A gay and sophisticated mystery story woven
about t h e disappearance of a poet a n d t h e
manageress of a college bookshop. T h e atmosphere is bookish a n d t h e tale is witty a n d
unusual.
$2.00

T

HE "Atlantic Monthly Press Publications" are published by Little, Brown & Company in association
with the Atlantic Monthly Company. These are books
whose interest seems likely to outlast many seasons, and
special effort is made to give them a handsome and distinctive format. As familiar gifts, the volumes bearing the
Atlantic Monthly Press colophon are peculiarly appropriate, signifying, as they do, a permanent and friendly
relationship. Here, therefore, are mentioned not only
new Atlantic books, but favorite volumes of other seasons
which may well find places on your Christmas gift lists.

A haunting talc, half fact, half fancy, wherein
a boy of to-day, accompanied by a nymph and
a faun, searches through city streets and great
forests for the ichor which will awaken Pan.
IS illustrations.
$2.00

MARY CHRISTMAS
By Mary Ellen Chase
A beautiful story of a n Armenian woman
peddler—Mary Christmas—and her dramatic
pilgrimage along the coast of Maine.
With
frontispiece.
$1.50

T h e author h a s compressed in scholarly
fashion into a single volume the life story of a
great continent a n d its present a n d future
significance t o t h e Western world. Second
printing.
13 illustrations and 7 maps. $3.50

SPAIN: A Short History
B y Henry D w i g h t Sedgwick
T h e history, art and literature of Spain interpreted with sympathy and keen understanding. Second printing. 12 illustrations. $3.50

"LOUDER PLEASE!" T h e A u t o b i ography of a Deaf M a n
By Earnest E l m o Calkins
12 illustrations.

CDj> Xtrea nf Gob

PHILIP AND THE FAUN
By William B o w e n

ASIA: A Short History
By Herbert Henry G o w e n

Hi ^pmposium of iFaitf)
Edited b y JOSEPH FORT NEWTON
In these days of widespread interest in religion, when religious traditions are being sifted and men are searching for
grounds of belief, it is appropriate that leaders of thought be
asked their own conceptions of God. Voicing their beliefs in
this volume are such men as Rabbi Enelow, Bertrand L.
Conway, Rufus M. Jones, John Haynes Holmes, Albert F.
Gilmore, Douglas C. Macintosh, Edward Scribner Ames,
Franc i s j . McConnell, HoraceJamesBridges and other leaders
of the principal churches and denominations as well as of independent religious or ethical movements.
$2.50

$2.50

LEAVES FROM A SECRET
JOURNAL
By J a n e Steger
A helpful sharing of "hidden experiences."
Practical mysticism of great lyric power and
literary beauty.
$2.00

THE SOUL'S SINCERE DESIRE
By G l e n n Clark
T h e personal record of one who has learned to
pray as naturally as to breathe —whose every
prayer is answered. Seventh printing.
$2.00

ACCORDING TO SAINT JOHN
By Lord Charnwood
A vitally interesting addition t o New Testament criticism. Third printing.
$3.50

!•«-

M
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NEW ENGLAND IN THE REPUBLIC: 17761850
By JAMES TRUSLOW ADAMS

f'^mm'ifM

T h e third and concluding volume in Mr. Adams' masterly historical
survey of New England, in which t h e earlier volumes a r e " T h e
Founding of New England" (awarded the Pulitzer Prize for the best
history of 1921) and "Revolutionary New England: 1691-1776." Illustrated with many reproductions of old prints and engravings. $5.00

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
A facsimile of t h e first edition (1843) of
Dickens' classic, with a special introduction
by A. Edward Newton, a n d reproductions of
four illustrations by J o h n Leech. I n b o x . $2.00

M Y DEAR CORNELIA
B y Stuart P. S h e r m a n
Adventures

$2.50

in Antiques by

Alice Van Leer Carrick
COLLECTOR'S LUCKINENGLAND
M r s . Carrick"s new book, in t h e form of letters
recounting t o friends her successes in t h e
byways of England, enriches further the store
of knowledge and pleasure she h a s already
brought t o the lore of collecting. 63 illustrations.
$3.00

COLLECTOR'S LUCK
S5

Third

illustrations.

printing.
$3.00

COLLECTOR'S LUCK IN FRANCE
SS illustrations.

$3.00

THE NEXT-TO-NOTHING HOUSE
Second printing.

62 illustrations.

Garden

$2.50

STATESMEN AND SOLDIERS OF THE CIVIL
WAR By Major General Sir FREDERICK MAURICE
A military expert discusses the figures and forces of the Civil War,
linking lessons to be gained from that period with certain aspects of
the World War. 8 illustrations.
$3.00

CAUSES AND THEIR CHAMPIONS
By M. A. DeWOLFE HOWE
Against a background of the history of reform are presented stimulating biographical studies of Clara Barton, the Rockefellers, Frances
E . Willard, Phillips Brooks, Samuel Gompers, Susan B . Anthony,
Booker T. Washington andiWoodrow Wilson. 23 illustrations. $4.00

THE LETTERS OF WILLIAM JAMES
Edited by HENRY JAMES
These letters, originally published in two volumes, form a genuine
autobiography of perhaps t h e most interesting man of thought in
America since Emerson. One-volume edition. Frontispiece.
$3.00

WALTER CAMP The Father of American
Football
By HARFORD POWEL, Jr.
T o young and old of this sport-loving race, there is unquestionable
appeal in this authentic life story of the father of American football
and inventor of the "Daily Dozen." S illustrations.
$2.00

Books

LITTLE GARDEN SERIES
Edited by Mrs. Francis King
THE L I T T L E G A R D E N
By M r s . F r a n c i s K i n g

Third

Awarded theNewbery Medal for 1923. Fourth
large printing.
9 illustrations.
$2.00

THE GREAT QUEST
Fourth printing.

19 illustrations.

$2.00

17 illustrations.

$2.00

THE MUTINEERS
Fifth printing.

Other Splendid Adventure

Stories

THE BRIGHT FACE OF DANGER
By C. M. S u b l e t t e
A new novel—by the author of " T h e Scarlet
Cockerel", winner of the $2000 Hawes Memorial Prize. &condprin(mg. J illustrations. $2.00

HIGHROADS OF PERIL
By Alfred H. Bill
A stirring tale about a young American involved in political intrigues of the Napoleonic
period. 4 illustrations.
$2.00

THE PEARL LAGOON
B y Charles Nordhoff
Given the largest number of votes by librarians for the best book of 1924 for boys. Second
printing.
With illustrations.
$2.00

Informative

Books for Children

MODERN ALADDINS AND THEIR
MAGIC
B y Charles E. R u s h
a n d A m y Winslow

printing

DESIGN IN THE LITTLE GARDEN
By F l e t c h e r S t e e l e

An entertaining a n d informative book for
children telling how things are made and
showing the processes.
Third printing.
60 illustrations in halftone.
$1.50

VARIETY IN THE LITTLE GARDEN
By M r s . F r a n c i s K i n g
PEONIES IN THE LITTLE GARDEN
By M r s . E d w a r d H a r d i n g
T H E L I T T L E G A R D E N for L I T T L E M O N E Y
By K a t e B r e w s t e r
ROSES I N T H E LITTLE GARDEN
By G . A. S t e v e n s

Books by A. Edward Neiuton
THE GREATEST BOOK IN THE WORLD,
and Other Papers
"Only t h e leisurely can write such comfortable, elegant and graceful
chats about men and books and things as A. Edward Newton has
written in this most acceptable gift book."—Harry Hansen in The
Chicago Daily News. Fourth large printing. 80 illustrations.
$5.00

THE LITTLE KITCHEN GARDEN
B y D o r o t h y Giles
7 volumes. With illustrations. Each volume $1.75

THE SPIRIT OF THE GARDEN
By Martha Brookes H u t c h e s o n
Small quarto, beautifully illustrated.

Adventure Stories for Men and Boys
by Charles Boardman Hawes
THE DARK FRIGATE

$8.50

THE AMENITIES OF BOOK-COLLECTING,
and Kindred Affections Fifth large printing.
A MAGNIFICENT FARCE, and Other Divers i o n s o f a B o o k C o l l e c t o r Fourth priming. $4.00
These Atlantic

GOLF FOR YOUNG PLAYERS
By G l e n n a Collett
T h e former Women's National Amateur Golf
Champion gives much sound advice to young
players. 34 illustrations.
$1.50

There a r e many other
fine
Atlantic Books. We shall be glad
to send you free, on request, our
$4.00 illustrated booklet in which they
are all described. Write to us for
your copy tO'day!

Books Are For Sale at All Booksellers
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The Wide, Wide World
T H E O R I E N T I FOUND. By THOMAS
J. M C M A H O N . New York: D . Appleton & Co. 1 9 2 6 .

M O T O R CRUISING

IN FRANCE.

LESLIE RICHARDSON.

Boston:

ton Mifflin Company.

1926.

CORSICA.

By HILDEGARDE

New York:

$5.

HAWTHORNE.

Duffield & Co.

ROYAL SEVILLE.

By

Hough-

192S. J3

By E. ALLISON PEERS.

New York: Harper & Brothers. 1926. $3.
SPAIN IN A TWO-SEATER. By H A L FORD Ross.
New York:
Brentano's.
1926.

THE

$2.50.

ROAD

T O LAMALAND.

"GANPAT" ( M . A . L . GOMPERTZ).

York:

George H . Doran.

Reviewed by D A L E

1926.

By
New

$5.

WARREN

T ^ H E classification of travel books is not
a difficult matter, nor are a large
number of subdivisions necessary.
Quite
naturally does one's travel library, as Cxsar
declared of ancient Gaul, divide itself into
three parts. There are books written to

convey information, there are those which
tell a story or chronicle a personal adventure, and there are others, the majority,
which temporize by seeking to bridge the
gulf.
" T h e Orient I Found" is an excellent
example of the travel book which is more
than a travel book.
T h e information
therein conveyed, is valuable alike to the
historian, to the sociologist, and to the
traveller. Conventional in appearance and
restrained in tone, it commends itself to
the serious student somewhat more directly
than to the tourist off on a holiday. T h e
author, in fact, admits that the book was
written with some other end in view than
to amuse. " T h e aim of my book," he proclaims, "is to bring about a better knowledge of the conditions of the Orient and
a better appreciation of the Oriental peoples." T h e book is supplied with a good
map and in the selection of his photographs the author has been mindful of his
admitted purpose.
Mr. McMahon is an Australian and the
trip which he records has its beginning at

Melbourne. There is a chapter on Australia, a second on Borneo, and a third on
the Philippines before the author launches
into his discussion of the Japan and China
of the twentieth century. Chief emphasis
is laid on city conditions and political
aspirations, with ample space devoted to
racial characteristics, national life, and
Western influence. T h e white domination
of Oriental peoples is constantly decried.
The reader, however, does not lose sight of
the fact that the author is on a voyage of
discovery and that one who travels with
an open mind is at liberty to gather impressions of his own. That the book has an
intrinsic value apart from its purely descriptive features should in no way militate
against it in the eyes of the prospective
traveller who believes that the end of all
travel is education.
In the same class we may group "Motor
Cruising in France" although the book is
written for those who have both the inclination and the leisure for a pleasure trip.
Captain Richardson is known for his
earlier "Things Seen on the Riviera" and
"Vagabond Days in Brittany."
Into
"Motor Cruising in France" he packs a
wealth of material relating to the principal

Give HARPER ^ooks
^M HUMAN ADVENTURE i
'Bjy JAMES HENRY BREASTED e?^ JAMES HARVEY ROBINSON
A monumental history of human progress
from earliest times to the present day by
two of the greatest living historians.
Two volumes. Over 500 illustrations and 1400 pages. $10.00

ADVENTUROUS
RELIGION

THROUGH
MANY WINDOWS

By HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK
A thrilling spiritual challenge to our age.
$2.00

By HELEN WOODWARD
"Every American ought to read it."
—Dorothy Canfield. $2.50

THE KAYS r
By
MARGARET DELAND
"Again demonstrates
her right to be included
in the company of the
true novehsts."—N. Y.
Times.
$2.00

}

Mr. & Mrs.

HADDOCK
I N PARIS, FRANCE
By DONALD
OGDEN STEWART
"Onegreatpeal of laughter."
—Boston
Transcript. $2.00
•^T*^^

n^y the Author of "What Men Live By"

1

Xhe

JOANNA
GODDEN
MARRIED

BySHEILAKAYE-SMITH
"An uncommonly fine
book."—N. Y. Times.
$2.00

EMERALD

ADVENTURES
O N T H E of Catherine the Great
By HILAIRB BELLOC
B O R D E R L A N D S OF ETHICS Illustrations by G. K. Chesterton
By DR. RICHARD C CABOt|
A searching and stimulating discussion of vital
modern ethical problems.
$2.00

JESUS
Man of Genius
By J. MIDDLETON
MURRY
"A sort of Sect Homo for
out generation... really
shetu fresh light on the
central figure of all history."—Dean Inge. $2.50

MY FRIEND,
THE DOG
By ALBERT
PAYSON TBRHUNB
A companion volume
to'The Heart of a Dog"
vith eight pages in color
and many djRa,wings by
Marguerite Kirmse.
$3.00

Something entirely new in
deteaive stories combining
thrills and laughter. $2.30

c ^ best seller
for three seasons

Why
We Behave
Like
Human
Beings
'By GEORGE A DORSBY
$3.50
•^rf"^*."

PORTRAITS
and

PORTENTS
ByA.G. GARDINER
Striking pictures of distinguished contemporaries of various nations
and diversified pursuits.
$3.00

JOHN
WANAMAKER
By HERBERT
ADAMS GIBBONS

A definitive biography
of a great American
citizen for whom life
was always a glorious
adventure.
Two vols., $10.00
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ports and river cities of France, and gives,
in addition, sound information in regara to
the operation of a motor-boat. T h e volume
is the outcome of a series of trips made
by the author and is a book for those who
travel by land no less than for the smaller
group who are at home in the Bay of
Biscay and the Gulf of Lyons. Captain
Richardson has an eye trained to observation, and presents his facts in an agreeable
manner.
T h e pictures of Concarneau,
Aries, and Carcasonne make the reader wish
that all travel books were illustrated with
photographs indicative to the same careful
selection.
The third volume is somewhat disappointing. T h e author feels that she must describe Corsica in detail from Bastia to
Bonifacio, yet at the same time tell the
story of her four months' visit to the
island. Consequently, we find the narrative
constantly broken with historical description and the body of the text interspersed
with anecdote and incident. T h e result is
a hybrid which requires continual mental
readjustment on the part of the reader, and
leaves him with a distinct impression of the
author's conscious effort to "write a book"
about her trip.
With more skilful manipulation "Royal
Seville" has come into being. Here is a
book which, as the title indicates, describes
Seville, but the author has achieved a far
more personal volume than is the fortune
of Miss Hawthorne in twice as many pages.
Of few other travel books can it be said,
with sobriety, that the reader does not want
to miss a single word. Nor does he want
to dismiss with a cursory glance the pencil
sketches by Edwin Avery Park. There is
a Spanish proverb to the effect that "he is
no king that is not king of Seville." Surely
Mr. Peers qualifies with ease.
In "Spain in a Two-Seater," we discover
a cleverly disguised guide-book. In it is
to be found all the information required
by those who tour Spain in an automobile
built for two, four, or an indefinite number of persons.
Halford Ross recently
went " T o Venice and Back in a T w o Seater," and now heads south over the
Pyrenees in a similar vehicle. T h e trip is
recorded in story form and done with a
light, deft touch. History is embellished
to suit modern demands, and we have a surprising variety of facts to choose from.
On one page we are told that El Greco
preferred to paint men with "formidable
chins," on the next that the author's wife
was given to singing in her bath. In one
chapter we are shown where to buy electric
bulbs in Gascony, in another we are introduced to a wine which is said to have contributed to the happy corpulence of Falstaff.
This is no sketchy, facetious travel-book,
but a well constructed, carefully planned,
amusing adjunct to movement and enjoyment which deserves a place in any satchel
labelled "Madrid" or "Toledo."
Few of us are apt to duplicate the adventurous journey into western Tibet described in " T h e Road to Lamaland," but
it is, nevertheless, a capital volume for the
bedside table or the shelf by the study fire.
The fact that one is not interested in Lamaland is beside the point, for the author
quotes at length from the poets and takes
a fling at the innocuous armchair existence
of latter-day Londoners. Descriptions of
arid Eastern wastes are freshened by the
author's timely recollection of lines from
A. E. or James Elroy Flecker, and the
intimate and the personal take precedence
over the abstract or remote.
Here, in
short, is a volume which slips quite perfectly into the classification suggested in
my first paragraph, one which tells a story
and chronicles an adventure. T h e author,
a man of literary bent given to philosophic
musings, found himself one bright morning
sitting at his office desk dreaming of Arcadia. T h e next move was to overturn his
correspondence files, gather in two dogs,
and set out for Tibet. It was a trip replete
with adventure, prodigal of leisure for
thought. Then came the book—a book
which had to be written.
Chalcography, which has to do with the
reproduction of engravings, and more especially ancient engravings of value, is one of
the arts that is receiving the attention of
the League of Nations. It may not be generally known that there are only three official institutes of chalcography, one at the
Louvre, the second at Florence, Italy, and
the third at Madrid, Spain. A conference
composed of representatives of national institutes of chalcography and League of Nations luminaries, adopted resolutions concerning the exchange of proofs by the institutes in order to form collections descriptive of the international history of the art of
engraving, and to permit the sale of engravings produced by others.

