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much easier to indulge their habit if they
can claim that their victims have no right
to plead injury. Rauch has carried this
Inquiring Minds
much farther, however, seeking as he
does
to establish that “the notion that
Jonathan Rauch’s article (“The Truth
hurtful
words are a form of violence” is
Hurts,” Apr.) is wonderful and much
“a
dreadful
error.” He would like to dress
needed in this P.C.-fogged climate.
the
old
myth
up in the clothing of intelMaybe the following summary of it
lectual
respectability.
should be printed on banners to be hung
I would suggest that he take a long and
on every university’s front gate and in
careful
look at current research in psyevery science classroom: “ALL QUESTIONS ARE VALID, ALL ANSWERS ARE choneuroimmunology,which has proved
beyond all question that the primary
TENTATIVE.”
Bob Bajor sources of both morbidity and mortality
Annundale, NJ for all diseases and injuries in our society,
across the board, are hostility and loneliJONATHAN RAUCH’S ARTICLE rests on ness, both of which are created primarily
a single thesis: that scientific inquiry can- by language. Rauch says “a very dangernot be carried on without the use of hurt- ous principle is now being established as
ful language, which must therefore be a social right: ‘Thou shalt not hurt others
allowed without constraint. Suppose that with words.’ The problem is that once
it were true that hurtful words in the con- it has been proved that the damage hurtful
text of science are, like tornadoes and words do is as real as the damage done by
taxes, unavoidable hazards of life that weapons and speeding trucks-and that
must be endured. I would then agree with has been proved-this “dangerous prinhim: For the sake of truth, we would be ciple” is just as valid as “Thou shall not
obliged to tolerate the most unbridled hurt others by shooting at them and runverbal abuse. Certainly I agree that for the ning them over.”
You cannot forbid physical violence
sake of free speech, every sort of language short of the classical shout of “fire” and permit verbal violence. Both rest on
in a crowded theater must have legal pro- the single principle that one individual
has the right to cause another individual
tection. But Rauch’s thesis is false.
It is simply not true that scientific in- pain. If we tell our children that when
quiry requires hurtful speech. There are others are hurt by their words, it’s because
always linguistic resources available for something is wrong with their victims,
expressing truths-even
unpleasant that is a license to do harm. We should not
truths-without causing any pain other then be surprised when they conclude that
than that which is inevitably associated those they harm physically are equally
with knowing that one has made an error, without rights.
We are suffering today in the United
a pain that is entirely independent of the
truth itself. The use of hurtful speech is not States from the effects of an epidemic of
some tool of science; it is laziness and violence; there is no greater threat to our
incompetence. It is a demonstration that society than this epidemic. We profess
the speakerisn’t willing to take the trouble amazement when youngsters who have
to construct a non-hurtful utterance or is maimed or raped or killed show no remorse. If we are going to insist that caustoo unshlled linguistically to do so.
All verbal abusers rely on the old ing others pain is one of the privileges of
“sticks and stones will break your bones, life, it is both hypocritical and absurd to
but words will never hurt you” myth; it’s expect them to feel remorse.
JULY 1993
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they should pass laws requiring equal
time for astrology and other sincerely
held minority beliefs.
The Supreme Court’s task in this case,
of course, was to say whether Louisiana’s
law was constitutional.I am unable to find
anything in the Constitution that would
prevent the state of Louisiana from instructing public schools to teach that the
earth is flat. As far as I can tell, scientific
creationism and the flat-earth theory have
about the same scientific status, and if I
lived in Louisiana I would be disinclined
to vote for the moron who came up with a
law requiring that either be taught in the
public schools. I would not, however, welcome a ruling from the U.S. Supreme
Court overruling him, since he is, after all,
a duly elected moron, and Louisiana deserves him until the next election.
Moreover, Mr. Rauch fails to consider
the special status of the public-school
system. The vast bulk of the funds available for education in the United States are
confiscated by government, both local
and national, to support the public-school
system. For most people of modest means
the public schools are the only economically viable school option. The public
schools are creatures of the government,
and the curriculum they offer is politically dictated.
I ENJOYED JONATHAN RAUCH’S excelTo appeal to academic freedom, saying
lent article about the various politically the curriculum must be left to individual
correct attacks on free inquiry. I found his teachers or schools, is naive and often
arguments persuasive, and I agree with disingenuous. States pass countless laws
most of his conclusions.
specifying what must be taught: Spanish
But Mr. Rauch ignores some important in first grade, algebra in middle school,
points about the controversy regarding the sex education, music, you name it. What’s
Louisiana law that the Supreme Court more, the public-school curriculum
overturned in Edwards v. Aguillurd. In his should be dictated by the government. The
dissent, Justice Antonin Scalia held that state has, after all, taken people’s money
the state of Louisiana had the constitu- to pay for those schools, and it is retional right to require that equal time be sponsible for what goes on in them.
given to scientific creationismif evolution
Liberal inquiry requires that crackpots
was taught. Scalia reasoned that the state be tolerated. They need not be listened to;
of Louisiana could choose to further academic freedomby presenting both sides of
Communicate with REASON
h s controversial issue.
We appreciate your letters, typed doubleScalia felt that the Court’s majority
space and limited to 200 words. Letters sent
to REASON will be considered for publicaposition, by not allowing Louisiana to
tion (unless otherwise noted) and may be
present both theories, was repressive. Mr.
subject to abridgmentor editorialcomment.
Rauch counters that if states may pass
3415 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Suite 400
laws requiring equal time for scientific
Los Angeles, CA 90034
creationism, then, by the same reasoning,

No doubt Rauch would protest that I
lave taken a thesis he intended to have
ipplied to the context of scientific inquiry
md have extended it to thugs on the street
md batterers in the home. Indeed I have.
rhere is no way to set up a license to do
iarm and restrict it to the scientific elitelot when the mechanism of h a m is lanpage, which is freely available to every
iuman being at every level of society.
Certainly the obligation to take responsibility for the consequences of one’s
language behavior, instead of dumping it
3n one’s listeners, is an inconvenience. It
requires one to think before one speaks,
€orexample. But such inconveniences are
part of life in a democracy, and the obligation must be assumed.
Finally, I would like to ask Rauch to
consider the potential effects of his statements when they are-as they inevitably
will be-taken out of context and trumpeted by the media and by the ideologues.
He has a gift for the pithy aphorism and
the apt “sound bite.” When his clever
sentences are not surrounded by the
thickets of verbiage that profess his good
intentions, they are the precise equivalent
of shouting “fire” in a crowded theater.
Suzette Huden Elgin
Huntsville. AR

they need not be afforded equal status or
admitted to the club of academic respectability. They can safely be ridiculed; in
fact, they ought to be ridiculed. This is
how liberal inquiry sorts out ideas. But
they must be allowed to exist. Some of
them will someday be admitted to the
club, and somebody else will be thrown
out. This is simply necessary for any progress to be made. Most new ideas start out
as crackpot ideas.
But the coercive centralization of education represented by the public schools
is a deliberate attempt to prevent crackpots from propagating their kind. Mr.
Rauch might say that any attempt to correct this will make the public schools a
political football, but 1 would counter that
it is simply inevitable that the public
schools will be the center of political
squabbling. If we are to retain the public
schools as we currently understand them
(and it is not clear that we should), then
we must apply political tools to these
political problems.
This brings us back to the problem
Justice Scalia faced. The only way that
the citizens of Louisiana could control
what their children were taught was to
elect representatives who would dictate
the desired curriculum. The fact that the
state legislature went to the trouble of
passing a law requiring the teaching of
creationism suggests that, in Louisiana at
least, creationism was a respectable part
of the general consensus.
The price the public-education establishment must pay for its virtual monopoly on education is to lose control of
the curriculum to the democratic process.
This is not as good as true academic freedom, but it is the best that can be accomplished within the framework of the
public schools. Justice Scalia was right.
Allen Lee Huslup
Cury, NC

~~
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JONATHAN RAUCH IS TO BE commended
for pointing out that science is a messy and
sometimes very personal activity. While
people who “do science” are stereotypically described as aloof and unemotional, it
was clearly the height of emotional attachment to an idea that drove the physicist
Ludwig Boltzmann to suicide.
reason

The history of science is strewn with
examples of competing orthodoxies
maneuvering to get the upper hand and,
most importantly, the money. Historically,
scientists are no more defenders of free
inquiry than businessmen are of free trade.
They are real people and, as Boltzmann’s
example reminds us, are as frail and callous and self-interested as any of us.
The rules of free inquiry have not been
upheld by the scientific community so
much as by the intellectual community
(they are not the same). Much as
economists have in the past, by and large,
defended free trade, intellectuals, including the various justices of the Supreme
Court, have had to defend open debate in
the sciences. Scientists will usually only
do battle when their personal work is at
stake. In other words, they’re people too.
I have one small complaint though.
Statements like “I am opposed to every
statement of positive truth and every man
who states it” is a positive statement
about the world. “No final say” is, in fact,
the last word. It is a statement about the
world and a claim of knowledge. Even the
statement that nothing is knowable is a
positive statement.
I share the same fear Rauch has regarding the opponents of free inquiry. But
if Rauch wants to argue that we can’t
make positive claims about knowledge,
he will not be able to effectively confront
the barbarians, who have no difficulty
claiming cultural superiority. We Westerners know words are not bullets. We
have to stand our ground with certainty.
As P. J. O’Rourke likes to say, the Romans didn’t run multicultural orientation
sessions for handling the Huns.
Of course, everything is up for some
questioning, but there are some truths,
even scientific ones, that in my mind the
issue is closed on. The most important
one: Freedom is necessary for science to
be done well. That is not arguable, and we
had better start standing up and saying it
with conviction, or we’ll all start to sound
like George Bush.
Daniel Salem
Fresno, CA
JONATHAN RAUCH HOLDS OUT a
philosophical ideal of liberal inquiry and
8 reason

then proceeds to criticize others on the
assumptionthat the ideal holds in practice
and that they must therefore be acting
based on a contrary ideal. We need to
understand how the scientific establishment actually operates before we accept its conclusions.
In The Structure of ScientGc Revolutions, Thomas Kuhn noted that once ideas
become dominant within a scientific community, facts that don’t square with them
have a way of getting shunted aside or
even changed to fit the ideas. After the
phlogiston theory fell out of favor, the
weight of phlogistodoxygen that had
worked for decades was suddenly found
to be “wrong” and changed to fit the new
theory. Historically, we find that scientists
rarely give up their commitment to a dominant idea. The young become enamored
of a new idea, and the old die off. The man
credited in the textbooks with the discovery of oxygen, Joseph Priestley, went
to his grave believing in phlogiston.
We find the political intruding on the
scientific within the community of scientists. The story of finding the weight of
the electron is a story of scientists massaging their data so as to not differ too
greatly from (what is today thought to be)
the wrong answer given by a prominent
physicist.
In t h s light, we may be justified under
the liberal ideal in challenging consensus
findings. If two groups both calling themselves scientific communities spring up
in parallel and reach different conclusions, we have no way of adjudicating the
superiority of one group’s ideas over the
other’s. This, by the way, supports the
dissent in Edwards v. Aguillard that
troubles Rauch.
Khomeini, far from providing “a defining moment,” is a straw man in this
debate. Many thoughtful people who
criticize the scientific establishment appear to me to be operating from the ideal
that Rauch espouses. They criticize the
establishment because it doesn’t live up
to the liberal ideal. Rauch has confused
the myth our culture teaches about
science with the reality of fallible, political people employed as scientists.
Kennard Thompson Wing
Havertown, PA

Mr. Rauch replies: Yes, words can hurt;
we don’t need psychoneuroimmunology
to tell us that. Words often hurt even when
we mean them to help, and certainly when
we mean them to criticize. Suzette Haden
Elgin is naive if she thinks that politeness
can make the search for knowledge painless. There is no way to make people feel
good about hearing, “Your work is
awful.” At best you can make people feel
less hurt, which is not necessarily a good
idea, since if the work is really awful, then
somebody had better say so.
Given that words can hurt, the question is, what do you do about that? Do
you, or don’t you, establish a social or
governmental authority to quash hurtful
words and punish their perpetrators?
That’s the point where Ms. Elgin’s argument dismembers itself.
Ms. Elgin wants to have it both ways.
She says at first that she supports broad
legal protections of words, “for the sake
of free speech.” But then-astonishingly-she
says, “You cannot forbid
physical violence and permit verbal violence.” Either she favors repression, or
she does not believe her own words. For
if hurtful words are not fundamentally
different from physical violence, then the
First Amendment’s protection of free
speech is morally outrageous, just as if it
guaranteed a right to “hurt others by
shooting them and running them over.” In
place of the First Amendment, we would
need word police and language prosecutors to rule on which speakers were
“hurtful” and to punish them: kindly inquisitors, if you will.
If Ms. Elgin is saying that calling me
a faggot is basically the same, from a
human-rights point of view, as poking out
my eye, she is not only trivializing violence, she is also saying that free speech
is morally indefensible. That she
nevertheless defends free speech implies
that she recoils-thank goodness-from
the implications of her own position.
Mr. Haslup may mistake my direction.
My article was not about what schools
legally may do, but what they should do.
Schools should present only properly
checked knowledge as respectable
theory, even if they have the legal right to
present creationism, astrology, or flatJULY
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over non-science is illiberal or unfair.
Science is special because it is the only
liberal system for sorting good ideas from
bad. My fear is that the egalitarian fallacy
(“everyone’s belief deserves respect”) is
eroding science’s special status.
Mr. Salem’s letter is touched, I think,
by a common confusion. In a liberal intellectual system, positive claims (like
Mencken’s) are perfectly acceptable-in
the context of social rules that force all
such claims to be tested under critical fire.
Some individuals, like Mr. Salem, will
take the two-fisted, “stand our ground
with certainty, boys!” approach; others
will hedge or mediate. Fine. What must
be undogmatic is not the liberal intellectual but the liberal intellectual system.
And, I think, even in the face of “barbarians,” the system’s self-critical nature is a
strength, not a weakness.
I agree with Mr. Wing that criticism of
science is useful, even if I criticize said
criticism when I think it’s wrong. Yes, of
course, “we may be justified under the
liberal ideal in challenging consensus
findings.” But we must not believe, as
creationists and others do, that simply to
challenge is to debunk. Evolution, for
instance, stands until its opponents convince the scientific community that their
, own theory is better.

f you’ve been studying a foreign language for several years, you know fluency
doesn’t come quickly. It generally takes years to master a language - and an
ongoing effort to maintain proficiency. Whether you try to learn a language
on your own or in a class, with language cassettes or textbooks, sooner or later
every course ends.. .and then what do you do?

0

nter Champs-Elyse‘es, Schau ins Land, and Acquerello italiano, internationally
acclaimed audiomagazinesfor intermediate and advanced students of French,
German, and Italian. Each consists of a monthly, hour-long program on
audiocassette accompanied by a printed transcript with glossary. Optional study
supplements also are available. These modular components may be used separately
or together, depending on your proficiency in the language.

lil
Il

ecause they’re periodicals, they give you a means of honing your language
skills, month in and month out, at your own pace. And their unique radiomagazine format is as entertaining as it is instructive.

roduced in Europe by professional broadcasters and journalists, each
edition brings you news reports, interviews with fascinating and influential
people, and features on a wide range of topics, including politics, business,
the arts, cuisine, and sports -a monthly course in French, German, or Italian culture. By listening regularly to a language as it’s spoken by a variety of native speakers, you build your vocabulary and improve your listening comprehension, as
though you were living abroad.

li!l

e won’t promise you fluency in 30 days, but we will give you your money back
if you’re not delighted with your first month’s edition. Find out for yourself
what thousands of business people, educators, diplomats, and professionals
are raving about. Subscribe today!

Expletives Undeleted
I am annoyed at having to read vulgarities
in one of my favorite magazines (“Countdown to Victory,” Mar.). Isn’t it possible
to bleep out these expressions?
Ronald J. Berkhimer
Walnut Creek, CA

The editors reply: We don’t gratuitously
insert vulgarities, but neither do we remove them from quotations. In this case,
the sort of language used by the Bush
crowd was part of the picture that the
author was trying to paint. Readers can
judge for themselves how it reflects on
the speakers.
JULY 1993

Send check or money order to Champs-Elyskes,Inc.
Dept. RN3, P.O. Box 158067, Nashville, TN 37215-8067
PLEASE RUSH ME MY FIRST EDITION OF:
0 Champs-Elyshes:
5 monthly editions (US5691
Study supplement (US$ZO)
0 Champs-Elysies:
11 monthly editions (US$118)
0 Study supplement (US$44)
0 Schau ins Land:
5 monthly editions (US$6Y)
0 Study supplement (US.520)
0 Schau ins Land:
11 monthly editions (US$118)
0 Study supplement (US$44)
0 Acquerello itahno:
6 bimonthly editions (US$fl9)
Study supplement (US$3O)
Tennessee residenu add 8.25% saks tnx

In C a d and Mexico, add US$4 portnge.

Credit card orders may be faxed to (615) 297-3138 Outside the U S . and Canada call (615) 383-8534
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BRICKBATS

B

etsy Reike, assistant secretary-designate for water and science at the
Interior Department, has her priorities
straight. When she heard that there were
posters of scantily clad women hanging in
a locker room in a private gym located in
the same building as the Interior Department, she grabbed an aide, marched down
to the gym, and took the posters. Said one
gym member, “It was someone who didn’t
belong to the club, was never in there using
the facilities. There was never a complaint.
They just confiscated private property.” Of
course. They’re Clinton appointees.

S

peaking of Clinton appointees, let’s
take a little test. Assume that you are
vertically challenged Secretary of Labor
Robert Reich. The latest employment
figures show that the economy created
365,000 new jobs in the past month. Good
news or bad? Bad. Your president is fighting for a jobs bill that’s already in political
trouble; th~smakes it seem irrelevant. What
do you do? Lie. Reich released the figures
but told reporters that 90 percent of the jobs
were part-time. As department economists
later reminded Reich, that estimate may be
true (although that’s hghly unlikely),but he
had no way of knowing. The department
doesn’t collect that information.

M

ichigan state Rep. William Bryant’s new book, Quantum Politics, urges politicians to use force-field
analysis and soul travel to help solve the
nation’s problems. Republican Bryant
raised eyebrows a few years ago when he
claimed to be part mountain lion.

C

onsumer Action warns that some
900 numbers are defrauding their
customers: “Despite highly suggestive
titles and pictures of half-naked women
in many ads, the services provide only
tame, nonsexual conversation.”

I

n South Dakota, the state Supreme
Court has ruled that a drunk found
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sleeping behind the wheel of a car may
be convicted of drunken driving, even if
the car isn’t running and the person has
the ignition key in his pocket. Next,
maybe they’ll hold that a person can be
arrested for assault if he looks at someone
else menacingly.

A

woman wrote to the Ojai (California) Valley News complaining of
sexual harassment.. .against her cat.
Seems a neighborhood tomcat tried to
“rape” her queen. It left the kitty “terrified
and afraid.” What do you want to bet the
tomcat learned its behavior at home?

I

n Great Britain, Prime Minister John
Major has sued the magazine New
Statesman & Society for libel. This comes
after a story in the journal that examined
rumors of marital infidelity by Major.
Major denounced the article as “completely
untrue.” The article concluded that the
rumors were completely unfounded.

T

he Iowa state legislature has voted
to exempt unmarked police cars
from a requirement that all government
vehicles bear a sticker promoting
ethanol. Seems crooks were picking out

the cars by the sticker.

T

he group Beyond Beef is criticizing
McDonald’s for hypocrisy. Seems
the group found out that McDonald’s is
testing two new super-large burgers. Beyond Beef says that this contradicts
McDonald’s claims of trying to provide
healthier foods. But the M c k a n , which
McDonald’s introduced to combat criticism from groups like Beyond Beef, has
bombed. McDonald’s customers, it
seems, want big, fatty burgers.

T

he Department of Health and
Human Services last year began
auditing the books of 261 major universities for expenses improperly billed to the
federal government.The biggest offender
was the University of Wisconsin, Madison, with $10.5 million in unallowable
billings. This included charges for maid
services and fresh flowers at the residence of the university’s chief executive
officer. The report arrived just in time to
meet the new HHS secretary, and former
chief executive officer of the University
of Wisconsin, Donna Shalala.

-Charles Oliver
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Home on the Range

T

sheep permits, which allow hunters to kill
one of the animals, normally cost $153
for Arizona residents and $753 for nonresidents, money that goes directly into
the Game and Fish Department’s general
fund. But all proceeds from the auctioned
permits, which now total more than $1
million, may be used only for conservation projects, such as maintaining remote
water holes, that benefit the species.
In February, a bidder paid a record
$303,000 for a bighorn-sheep permit (the
previous record was $67,500). “The
money from this one tag is enough to
finance 10 years’ worth of transplanting
sheep, or five years of helicopter sur-

hey are two of North America’s
mightiest beasts: the buffalo and the
bighorn sheep. And thanks to herders and
hunters, their once-dwindling populations are now thriving.
In the 19th century the U.S. government hoped to rid the land of Indians by
exterminating the buffalo, a major source
of their food, clothing, and fuel. The animals were also shot as food for railroad workers and because they were
mammoth pests that obstructed the path
of trains bound for the frontier. Today,
Indian tribes around the country are
helping bring buffalo herds back by
raising the animals on their land-for
their spiritual symbolism and for the
money they bring in.
With 500 buffalo on 10,000 acres, the
Cheyenne River Sioux in South Dakota
have one of the largest such operations,
reports The Arizona Daily Star. The Kalispel tribe in northeastern Washington
raise about 130 buffalo on their 4,600acre reservation, and several dozen other
tribes from California to Maine want to
get into the buffalo business too.
“Besides the meat, we sell everything
from the hooves to the hides, the heads,
the horn shells,” Francis Cullooyah, who
runs the Kalispel operation, told the Star.
“And then we use the bones for some of
our local artisans here. There’s really not
much that’s wasted.”
In Arizona, the population of bighorn
sheep has grown from about 600 in the
1950s to about 6,000 today, according to
the state’s Game and Fish Department.
The recovery is largely due to the efforts
of groups such as the Arizona Desert
Bighorn Sheep Society.
The society backed-a 1984 law requiring the state to set aside some of its
big-game hunting permits for raffle or
auction by non-profit groups. Bighorn- 12 reason

veys,” Ray Lee, the Game and Fish Department’s big-game chief, told the Tuc
son Citizen.
-Elizabeth Larsor

~

The State of Hate

D

oes the First Amendment forbid states to punish bigots more severely than other
criminals? The U S . Supreme Court is expected to decide this summer. Last year
the Wisconsin Supreme Court overturned that state’s hate-crime law, which imposes
extra punishment on offenders when they are motivated by prejudice. (See “What’s Hate
Got to Do with It?’, December.) The state appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, which
heard oral arguments in the case, Wisconsin v. Mitchell, in April. The Court’s decision is
likely to determine the constitutional status of similar laws in 28 other states, including
Ohio, whose Supreme Court has also rejected penalty enhancement for hate crimes.

u

Alaska

.3f. Statute overturned by state swreme court
Source: Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith
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Ever thought about wkiting a book?

“MillionaireReveals Secrets Of
Making $1,000 A Day Self-PublishingBooks!”
Ted Nicholas published 53 books, including the million-copy seller, How To Form Your Own Corporation Without
A Lawyer For Under $75. No one else ever had his self-publishingsuccess with sales of over 2 112 million books.

~~~~~~~~~~~

H o w would you like to earn $1,000 a day

- every day?

Picture yourself making more money in a
day than most people do in a week. You can do
it! (You’ll even earn profits while you sleep.)
Cash in on the most profitable field in the
modern world.
How? By publishing books and other information.

What About You?
You can work from home, start part-time
or full-time. Keep your currentjob. It does not
matter if you are young or old. Black or white.
Rich or poor. Now, you can learn how to make
more money in one day than most people make
in a week!
I’ve written a complete manual entitled
HOW To Publish A Book And Sell A Million
Copies, which shows you exactly what to do
every step of the way. Plus, it’s guaranteed, or
it costs you nothing!
Today, we are truly living in the information age, wherein lie the biggest opportunities.
I’ll show you how to succeed publishing information products. You’ll create a lifestyle for
yourself others only dream of.
Publishing is also the most fun and prestigious field you can possibly enter.
It’s really simple to make a personal fortune. All you have to do is sell books; Special
Reports, floppy disks, newsletters or video or
audio recordings people really need and want.
For example, 30,000 copies of a product a t $35
each equals a cool million dollars in your
mailbox!

Exciting Profit Potential
The markups and profits are huge! Of
course, people do not buy the paper and ink,
disk, or video tape; the value is in the information itself. You can sell a Special Report for
$15 when the cost is only 87 cents or a video
program for $85 to $175 when the cost is as
little a s $2!
Does this kind of success excite you? Then
you should definitely be selling information
products of your own.
It’s the kind of opportunity that will free
you up to quit the 940-5 rat race. And you
don’t need an expensive office. Operate from
home. Avoid commuting hassles. Live anywhere in the world, in a smaller town if you
like. Work when you want to. Reside in a more
desirable community (should you want to relocate) better suited for you and your family.
As a publisher of“how-to”information, you
don’t need writing skills. I’ll show you where
to locate all the authors, copywriters, artists
- all the creative people you will ever need,
complete with names, addresses and telephone
numbers.

Set Up a Low-Budget
Pubhshing Business
I’m a college dropout. While I was attending school, I was not the smartest person in

class. I was a pretty average “B”student. Nor
did I have money to start. I borrowed $800
initially. I started with a $90 ad in a leading
publication. Nor did I have any contacts.
Today, I live in a beautiful penthouse on
the beach in Florida. I drive a Mercedes
convertible. I don’t even have to work any
longer, and I now work only on projects I enjoy.
You can be of average intelligence, starting
with little or no money, a n d still earn a fortune. Publishing is, perhaps, the best opportunity for building a big income from small
beginnings that’s available to the little guy.
You don’t need special attributes either.
Once you know exactly what path to follow,
you need only one quality! The willingness to
take action and follow through with your plans.
Nothing could be easier. You can start
part-time. You can keep your currentjob. And
eventually quit when you start making big
money. Or you can start full-time.
Here is a small sampling of what you will
learn.

Discover How To:
Write or have prepared for you a salable
book, video or other information product.
Set up a low-cost corporation of your own
and maximize personal and family benefits.
Determine the profit potential of an information product before any time and money
are spent in development, writing or production.
Write killer magazine ads for your product.
Acquire the rights to any product with a
track record of success.
License the valuable rights you own to others at a huge profit.
Prepare a sales letter for your product that
is so powerful it’s almost irresistible.
Learn ad copywriting, the highest paid form
ofwritinginthe world. (Icharge$15,000+5%
of sales for an ad and have a waiting list of
clients. I will share all my secrets with you
so you can do the same.)
Price your product for maximum returns.
Manufacture your product at low cost. I
provide a complete list of resources.
Raise all the capital you need.
Protect yourself legally.
Copyright and trademark all your materials simply and easily.
How to get orders processed on a 24-hour,
toll-free number.
How to get radio and TV stations to plug
your books and other products absolutely
free.
Write powerful headlines, which is 90% of
the task of writing a successful ad.
Reduce your advertising costs by up to 80%
by learning the secrets of buying ads a t low
cost in national publications.
Completely avoid vanity and subsidy publishers, who often take your money without
@
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Secrets OfRunningSuccessfulSpaceAds,”
$69 value, under your 30-day, money-back
guarantee.
0 Enclosed is my check
0 Charge my credit card
a MASTERCARD 0 VISA Q AMEX
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Going to Pot

A

dvocates of drug legalization are fond
of pointing out that alcohol and toConscientiousObjectors. New York Cityjudges Jack Weinstein and Whitman Knapp bacco cause far more harm than all the illicit
join at least 50 federaljudges refusing to hear drug cases. “People think they can stop the drug drugs combined.Prohibitionistshave a quick
traffc by.. .having tembly long sentences,” Knapp tells The New York Times. “Of course it rejoinder: Why compound the problem by
doesn’t do any good.” Weinstein calls tough drug sentences ‘‘a waste of taxpayers’ money.”
making other potentially hazardous substances cheaper and more readily available?
Traffic Flow. Hurricane Andrew legalizes (temporarily, anyway)jitney service in Dade
The question implies that use of the
County, Florida. (See “Van Ban,” Dec.) The Metro-Dade Transit Agency lets four private newly legal drugs would simply be piled
companies operate buses and vans on 12 fixed routes. The companies use jitneys to
onto current drug use, instead of replacsupplement their fleets. In March, reports the Federal Transit Administration, more than
ing it. A recent working paper from the
200 buses were serving 20,500 passengers a day.
National Bureau of Economic Research
Ivory Sty. Congress promises to cut academic pork. House casts doubt on that assumption.
Analyzing data from Monitoring the
science committee chairman Rep. George Brown (D-Calif.)
will review $707 million in “earmarked” science and tech- Future, an annual survey that asks a reprenology programs-money that goes directly to influential con- sentative nationwide sample of high-school
gressional districts instead of passing competitive peer review. seniors about their legal and illegal drug
Brown says money for earmarked projects has increased 70-fold since 1980.
use, economists John DiNardo and Thomas
Lemieux find that marijuana and alcohol
Bank Job. Poland’s privatization moves ahead. Wielkpoloski Bank Kredytowy be- are substitutes: When teenagers use one
comes Eastern Europe’s first private commercial financial institution to sell stock. In 1989,
more, they tend to use the other less.
95 percent of the bank’s loans went to state-owned firms; now, 45 percent go to individuals
Among other things, the survey asks
or private companies. The Washington Post says W B K , once “a cash distribution agency
students
whether they have used alcohol
of the Ministry of Finance,” is now “a real bank.”
or marijuana in the last 30 days. DiNardo
and Lemieux focus on the 1980s, when
every state raised its minimum alcoholLiabilities
purchase age to 2 1 in response to federal
Bush League. Dick Darman’s revenge: The 1990 tax hikes didn’t soak the rich after legislation. Looking at 43 states, they anall. With lower, simpler taxes, in 1988, America’s richest 1 percent paid 27.6 percent of alyze average responses both before and
all income taxes. By 1990, that figure had dropped to 25.6 percent. Forbes estimates the after increases in the drinking age.
1992 figure will approach 21 percent. And Bill Clinton’s higher rates will stimulate the
“A clear pattern emerges,” DiNardo and
tax-shelter industry and squeeze the middle class even more.
Lemieux write. “A higher drinking age reduces the prevalence of alcohol use, but
Quota Pack. Bill Clinton taps radical University of Pennsylvania law professor Lani increases the prevalence of marijuana use
Guinier as assistant attorney general for civil rights. In a 1991 Virginia Law Review article, among high school seniors.. ..This evishe argues that the Voting Rights Act (which she would enforce) compels an end to “one
dence suggests that alcohol and marijuana
person, one vote.” Instead, she writes, legislatures must have roughly the same racial
composition as the entire population. She also considers child care, housing, and health are substitutes in consumption.” They also
fiid that alcohol use is less common in
care “basic entitlements.”
states with lower penalties for marijuana
Mystery Train. How not to cut the deficit: Fund new big-ticket boondoggles. The possession, reinforcing the conclusion that
Department of Transportation plans to spend $1.3 billion over five years for high-speed, the two drugs are interchangeable to some
magnetic-levitating trains. Of the six maglev routes the feds will fund, only one, New York extent.
City-Albany-Buffalo, operates profitably with regular trains now.
This conclusion suggests that legalizing
marijuana need not increase overall drug
Acid lest. A few days after the “blizzard of the century,” scores of fish die in
use. At the very least, it indicates that any
Virginia mountain streams. James Madison University chemist Dan Downey
such increase would not be as dramatic as
blames “acid snow” pollution, which he says came from coal-burning plants
prohibitionists expect. Furthermore, bein the Midwest. Not so fast, counters Virginia state climatologist Patrick J.
cause marijuana is in many ways less hazMichaels. The storm originated offshore. Michaels wryly tells the A.P.,
ardous than alcohol, a switch to pot could
“There are no coal-fired power plants in the Gulf of Mexico or the Atlantic.”
actually reduce drug-related problems.
-Rick Henderson
-Jacob Sullum
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CIRCULATION INTERNS
Reason is looking for fall interns

Search and Censure

F

or many computer users, the 1990 Secret Service raid on Steve Jackson
Games in Austin, Texas, represents the bumbling arrogance of law-enforcement agents
whose practices are ill-suited to the electronic age. In March, three years after the
search and seizure, a federal judge agreed.
In the raid, which stemmed from the
theft of a $13 telephone-company document, Secret Service agents seized three
computers, including one that was used to
operate an electronic bulletin-board service,
hundreds of floppy disks, and several disk
drives, including material that the company
planned to publish. (See “Closing the Net,”
January 1991.) No one at Steve Jackson
Games was ever charged with a crime.
Responding to a lawsuit filed by Jackson in 1991, U.S. District Judge Sam
Sparks ruled that the Secret Service had
violated the Privacy Protection Act of
1980 by failing to obtain a subpoena for
the company’s records. (Unlike a search
warrant, a subpoena can be challenged
before it is executed.) Sparks also found
that the Secret Service had violated the
Electronic Communications Privacy Act
by reading and destroying computer messages. This is the first time that a federal
judge has explicitly applied these statutes
to electronic publishers and e-mail.
Sparks awarded Steve Jackson $50,000
to compensate for damage and lost profits
caused by the search and seizure. The Electronic Frontier Foundation, which paid for
the suit, is seeking to recover some of its
costs, which exceeded $200,000, under
the Privacy Protection Act.
“The judge was really annoyed with the
Secret Service’s overreaching,” says EFF
counsel Mike Godwin. The Houston
Chronicle reported that Sparks was “visibly angry,” scolding the Secret Service for
seizing valuable material and holding it for
months without giving copies to the game
publisher. He suggestedthe Secret Service
must have realized the seizure would hurt
Jackson’s business, adding: “You just had
no idea anybody would actually go out
and hire a lawyer and sue you.”
-Jacob Sullum
JULY 1993

interested in learning the business
side of publishing. N o pay, great
e x p e r i e n c e . This job is n o t
glorified photocopying!
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A History of
Music of the
Western World

and appealtng fbrrnai thot stprnulatps the
mmd and uihetr the appetrte p r rnusrr ’

1100-1980
This new program IS for anyone who likes music
and would like to know more about it Hundreds
of musical examples are combined with explanatory comments by 15 prominent musical authorities. The stimulating discussions covering the
period 1100 to 1980 are richly illustrated with
authentic musical examples performed by major
international orchestras and chamber groups.
/
The program is on 12 full-length audiocassettes. Featured commentators include Dr.
Christopher Page of Oxford University, Anthony
1. Medieval Music 1100-1480
Rooley, founder of the Early Music Centre in
London, Christopher Hogwood, director of the
2. Music of the Renaissance 1480-1600
Handel and Haydn Society, and many others.
3. Baroque Period 1600-1750
For the first time you can hear insightful discussion of the roots of our rich musical heritage and
4. Classical Period 1750-1830
then moments later hear the actual pieces being
Romantic Period 1830-1900
5.
played. As enthusiastic reviewer James EClnsey
Bowman declared, “It’s wonderful - no more
6. Modern Period 1900-1945
flipping from’book chapter to record 3, band 5.
7. Contemporary Music 1945-Present
It’s all right here.”
Full information on lecturers, composers,
8. Approaches to Popular Music
and performing artists is included with each
9. History of Percussion Instruments
cassette. This attractively packaged program
is only $89.50 postpaid and is available from
10. Story of Reggae and Calypso
Audio-Forum. To place your order call us
11. Introduction to English Folk Music
toll-free at 1-800-243-1234, or Fax us at
12. Instruments around the World
203-453-9774, or write to:

aUnIO~F~Wm”
Room K707.96 Broad Strcet. Cullford, CT 06437
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ACRAZYMAN’SUTOPIA

BY TODD

M

y David Lettermaninfluenced aesthetics
had led me to expect that the
American monster trucks I
saw at Madison Square Garden would crush all sorts of
interesting things: watermelons, burning TV sets,
hapless Ford Fiestas. The TV
ads (“NITRO-burning, CARcrushing MADNESS,” etc.)
had made me look forward
to heavy-metal anarchy:
mud flying, cars flipping
over, the first row of the
audience smooshed by
mammoth tires but still confident they’d gotten their money’s worth.
Instead, the trucks just came out, to
much fanfare and announcer hype (with
songs by Megadeth and Metallica playing
in the background), and jumped over little
white cars. Not mangled, not hunted and
destroyed, not ground into atoms, but
jumped over. In short, I wanted the automotive equivalent of a Godzilla movie, but all I
got was Evil Knievel with bulkier vehicles.
This after starting the show with the
national anthem and making me think
that by the end I’d be proud to be an
American and prouder still of automotive
technology. This despite arousing the
crowd’s tribalistic passions by dividing the
vehicles into ‘Team New York” and “Team
New Jersey.” This after introducing vehicles with intimidating names like Bigfoot, Gravedigger, Snakebite, Predator, and
Carolina Crusher (the last one being a
Chevy with the slogan “Have you driven
over a Ford lately?” painted on the back).
Once in a while, motorcycles came out
and raced around in the dirt, which was
more exciting because at least the riders
would sometimes fall off. I’ll never again
think ancient Roman audiences were barbaric for wanting gladiators to kill each
other. They were probably starved for action after watching an hour of the monster
chariots (falsely advertised as “LION6 reason

SEAVEY
flame and spurting alien
blood. Even at his death, I
felt the character of Rotar
remained underdeveloped.

T

he bulldozer that fixed
up the track in Madison Square Garden was one
of the highlights of the show
for me, and I cheered as it
scooped up dirt. It was more
thrilling than seeing Bigfoot
a fifth time.
Despite the Falling Fire
Angel and the Dynamite
Lady (not to mention the
“Dynamite Lady” theme
grinding, EUNUCH-crushing ACTION! song), the monster truck fest was disappointing enough to inspire me to dream
ACTION! ACTION!”).
My hopes were raised by Vorian, the of Lettermanesque improvements-and
car that transforms into a flame-throwing this was the one event where I thought
robot (incidentally, a traditional Japanese such daydreaming would be unnecessary.
form of performance art). If he had just Bored fans often amuse themselves by
transformed, taken a bow, and walked off, coming up with simple ideas for imthmgs might have been OK. Unfortunately, proving spectator sports: land mines on
he went into a long monologue about how the golf course, armor on the basketball
he’d come to save us from the evil “Rotar” players, bonus points for collisions in car
(or something), a character played by a man races, etc.-the kind of visionary sports
speculations that led to the creation of
in a rubber alien mask and a silver robe.
I had trouble hearing Vorian, but I American Gladiators.
We Americans dream big, but it’s the
think there was an anti-drug message in
his explanation of Rotar’s origin. Rotar Japanese who have the guts and shamelessapparently came from a planet where an ness necessary to make such excessive
“atmospherefull of noxious drugs” trans- dreams reality, whether it’s putting six extra
formed the population into mutantsknobs on a stereo, subjecting game-show
mutants now bent on conquering Earth. contestants to physical torture (like being
Calling another atmosphere noxious dragged by an elephant), or encrusting their
while standing in (not to mention emit- toy robots with so many spare parts that
ting) exhaust fumes at Madison Square they look like they could transform into a
Garden struck me as hypocritical, but my whole assembly plant, never mind a car.
With its big vehicles, the monster
attention was soon diverted by Rotar’s
motif, the transforming robot, and the
vow to kill the audience.
Rotar said he was pleased to see so techno-power fetishism, the truck show
many members of our “culture” gathered struck me as something the Japanese
in one place because we’d be easier to could find a way to do much better than
destroy. Eventually, Vorian would ask the we can. Anticipate U.S. import tariffs on
audience, in a noble, Stentorian voice, trucks with wheels over eight feet wide.
“Do you want to see me waste this slimeball?’ and dispose of Rotar in a blast of Todd Seavey is a writer in New York City.
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