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with texts; ethnography, or participant
observation, requires initiation into the
group under study; and social statistics, in
such areas as geography, economics, or
sociology, compiles and interprets
numerical data.
In none of these areas are the number
and nature of the interviews a valid criterion
of rigor. Each has its own criteria.
And, of course, various composite or
synthetic approaches are possible as well.
In such cases, one must still be cautious
in criticism since one may not completely
understand the author’s methodology and
may therefore miss the point.
Journalism, in turn, can be savaged
by the partisans of the alternative approaches.
A historian would dismiss a work
merely consisting of interviews with:
“How do you know that he actually said
a year ago what he just told you he said
then?”
An ethnographer would say: “How
can you possibly know anything about
these people when you spent such a short
time with them? You h a v e to get beyond
the facade they put up for strangers.”
A social statistician would say:
“Gather some numbers to show that the
people you interviewed are statistically
typical, that they aren’t just unimportant
exceptions.”
If Derian’s book in fact lacks interviews, then it may not be journalism, or
at any rate, journalism of the type Mr.
Schrage is accustomedto. Do not confuse
that with lack of intellectual rigor.
Andrew D . Todd
Springfield, OR
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DEREGULATION’S DEMISE
I n 1980, there was popular belief that
the size of government would be cut.
However, the growth of the federal
budget has continued and no agencies
have been phased out. Ranging from
antitrust and telecommunications to
trade and public lands, this book
analyzes the incentives in Washington
and policies that failed and succeeded.

School Book
Regarding Martin Morse Wooster’s review
of Politics, Markets, and America’s
Schools (“Poor Man’s Choice,” Nov.),
did he and I read the same book? Judging
from his assessment of John Chubb and
Terry Moe’s choice proposals, I would
have to guess that we did not.
Wooster contends that the ChubbMoe
plan stops short of the kind of “education
voucher” plan advocated by the Heritage
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“The best book on Reagan’s overall regulatory
relief effort, Regulation and the Reagan Era
describes what happens when the rubber of the
academic scribblers hits the road of agency
recalcitrance.”
-JAMES C. MILLER, I11
Former Director
Office of Management and Budget
“Regulation and the Reagan Era is not only
very sound analysis and good political advice,
but it is readable.”
-GORDON TULLOCK
Professor of Economics and Political
Science, University of Arizona

-

-

6 Figures 6 Tables Index * 304 pages, Paperback, Item 46065
$19.95 plus postage ($2.00 per book; CA residents add Sales Tax)

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-927-8733
Credit card orders only. 24 hours a day.
’he Independent Institute, Dept. AH1,134 Ninety-Eighth Avenue, Oakland, CA 94603

reason 13

LETTERS

FREE INFORMATION

THE SOCIETY THAT IS
CHANGING THE FUTURE
WRlTE

FUTURq 601 Brooksboro Terrace

Nashville, TN 3721 7

I

The Reason Foundationis accepting
applications for an entry-level position, beginning immediately, in public-policy analysis. Preferred majors
include economics, political science,
or related disciplines. Good writing
skills and an interest in privatization
desirable. Send resumes to:
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Lynn Scarlett
Reason Foundation
2716 Ocean Park Blvd.
Suite 1062
Santa Monica, CA 90405
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“The bicentennial of the French Revolution
produced hundreds of articles and books,
but none more penetrating than this.
-Forrest McDonald
University of Alabama
Was the French Revolution a victory for
human rights or an ominous extension of
the centralized state? Essays on the

religious, economic and political legacy
of 1789 by Kendall Brown, Thomas
Conner, Richard Ebeling, Russell Kirk,
Sam Knecht, Erik Ritter von KuehneltLeddin, Peter Stanlis, John Willson and
editor, Stephen Tonsor.
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Foundation and others. He also indicates journalists to recognize that.
that private schools would have to be
For all intents and purposes, the
“nationalized” in order to participate in ChubbMoe approach is a voucher prothe plan, thus “ensuring that few, if any, gram, somewhat more regulated than
truly private schools would remain.” Un- might be optimal, but cleverly designed
fortunately, Wooster seems to have been to include public, private, parochial, and
fooled by a semantic trick Chubb and proprietary schools without explosive
Moe have used in their writings to defend political outcry. Even its passage into acagainst attacks from the left.
tual law is a lot to hope for.
What their plan does is change the
John Hood
official definition of “public school,” so
Raleigh, NC
as to include those private schools that
express an interest in receiving “scholar- Mr. Wooster replies: Under voucher
ships” (a more politically acceptable term plans, parents receive checks from the
than vouchers) from the government. The state which they can then spend as they
authors state specifically that the criteria please. Under Chubb and Moe’s plan,
for being designated a public school parents go to a “Parent Information Censhould be exactly those standards-minter,” look over a list of schools, and then
imal health and safety standards, exist- select from a state-approved list. No
ence of an educational program, monies are given to parents. Therefore,
etc.-that most states already impose on the ChubbNoe plan is not a voucher
private schools. Thus, the amount of state plan. Indeed, on pages 217 and 218 of
regulation imposed on private schools their book, the authors attack “the
would not increase under the ChubbMoe stereotypical identification of. choice
approach, except perhaps regarding ra- with vouchers” because “vouchers are
cial balances (though it’s unclear that the not even necessary.”
Admittedly, neither Chubb nor Moe
authors would require even that sort of
restriction if political or legal considera- call for controls over the content of
tions did not exist). Besides, private private schools who choose to become
schools choosing to become “public” state-funded. But when private schools
are bailed out by the state (a process of
would know that going in.
I read Chubb and Moe as trying to nationalization as certain as the takeover
formulate not a “liberal’s” ideal choice of private railroads by the U.S. governplan, but instead one that has a realistic ment in the 1970s), history shows that the
chance of being enacted by local or state content of these schools’ curricula is
governments across the country, includ- gradually restricted. Certainly this has
ing those with vivid histories of racial been the case in the Netherlands and in
animosities surrounding public school- Canada. Moreover, can Hood be certain
ing. Wooster’s claim that polls show that the courts would allow state funding
tremendous public support for of a school with any religious content?
As I noted in my review, certainly a
“vouchers” is simply untrue. In poll after
poll, respondents support the concept of public school system designed by John
choice among public and private schools, Chubb and Terry Moe would be far better
to be sure-but throw in the word voucher than any public school system that now
and the numbers drop significantly. Politi- exists. But that does not mean that their
cally speaking, advocating choice plans plan is ideal.
in some jurisdictions is fraught with peril,
from the education establishment, civil
Communicate with REASON
We appreciate receiving your letters, typed
rights groups, or a public wary of the
double-space and limited to 200 words.
notion of “destroying public education”
Letters sent to REASON will be considered
or reintroducing segregation. If Chubb
for publication (unless otherwise noted)
and Moe use definitional and semantic
and may be subject to abridgement or
editorial comment.
devices to shunt aside potential rhetorical
2716 Ocean Park Blvd., Suite 1062
salvos against market-oriented education
Santa Monica, CA 90405
reform, it is incumbent upon scholars and
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