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he children’s television bill that
Con&
rress approved in October made
me think of lawn darts. A while back, “60
Minutes” ran a story about a man whose
son had been killed in a lawn-dart accident. The tragedy moved him to begin a
nationwide crusade against the game. At
the very least, he argued, the government
should require manufacturers to label the
equipment with a clear waming of its
dangers.
His implicit assumption-that parents
need the state to tell them that tossing
long, sharp, metal objects can be hazardous to children-was a striking example
of the extent to which government regulation has encouraged the abdication of
parental responsibility. These days the
news is filled with such examples, from
the hullabaloo about mandatory record
labels to the lawsuits in which parents try
to pin their children’s suicides on Judas
Priest or Ozzy Osbourne.
Ever quick to pick up on a trend, Congress now wants to limit commercials on
children’s television shows and require
broadcasters to provide educational
programming for kids as a condition for
keeping their licenses. “It’s an issue of
choice,” explains Peggy Charren, president of Action for Children’s Television.
“For the parents who do not want their
children to see violent cartoons or
Looney Tunes, there should be a choice.”
There is. It’s called changing the channel, or, alternatively, turning off the setor even not buying one to begin with. (A
VCR adds further choices.) For parents
who have come to depend on television
as an easy way of keeping their kids occupied while they attend to other matters,
these may not seem like realistic options.
But that’s because they have already implicitly decided that, whatever damage
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles may do to
their children, it’s outweighed by the inconvenience and conflict that might

SULLUM
ensue from trying to exercise control over
their kids’ viewing habits.
“We all know that televisions are on
for six or seven hours every day in almost
every household in the United States,”
says Rep. Edward Markey (D-Mass.), as
if this were an immutable fact, as if
parents were helpless against the invasion
of electronic signals carrying mindless
entertainment and stirring up evil consumerist impulses.
While some people look to government to help raise their children because
they (understandably) feel overwhelmed
by the plethora of negative influences
confronting them, others feel up to the
task but nevertheless want the government to save the neighbors’ kids from the
perils of incompetent parenting. This
desire to meddle is part of the motivation b e h i n d the restrictions on
children’s television. It is even clearer
in Memphis, Tennessee, where a new
ordinance not only forbids promoters,
performers, and venue owners from exposing minors to concerts that include
“harmful material” but also prohibits
parents from allowing their children to
attend such concerts.
The ordinance, which has been challenged in federal court, defines harmful
material so broadly that the term might
cover a host of things-from
Elvis
Presley’s pelvic thrusts to the suggestive
lyrics of various pop songs-that many
parents would not consider a threat to
their children’s mental health or proper
upbringing. Which is precisely the
point-both of the law and of the objections to it.
Supporters of the ordinance compare
letting kids attend a heavy-metal concert
to beating or neglecting them. But unlike
actions that physically harm a child, the
very existence of such “moral abuse” is a
matter of opinion. In a free society, it is
the parent’s opinion that must prevail. l’l
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Retail $29.95 9 quality paperbacks in handsome illustratedslipcase
Beloved by children for generations, these books portray an America where family, hard work and traditional values were taken for granted. Each volume includes Garth Williams’charming illustrations that first
appeared in the 1953 editions. Every volume in the series is here, including The First Four Years, first
published in 1971:
Little House in the Big Woods Ir Little House on the Prairie Ir Farmer Boy On the Banks of
Plum Creek Ir By the Shores of Silver Lake Ir The Long Winter Ir Little Town on the Prairie Ir

The First Four Years

These Happy Golden Years

Show Your Children a Better America
“One of the phenomenal achievements in modern literature for children, a genuine chronicle of American
life and of family life at their equal best. Through these books Laura Ingalls of the 1870s and ’80’s has
stepped from the pages of the past into the flesh and blood reality of a chosen friend.”--The Horn Book
“Any boy or girl who has access to all the books in the series will be the richer for their firsthand record of
pioneer life in the opening West and for their warm-hearted human values.”-New Yorker
“It is a matter of great satisfaction and a cause for gratitudethat we can turn to such a group of stories as those
of Mrs. Wilder. They ring true in every particular. Their authentic background, sensitive characterization,
their fine integrity and spirit of sturdy independence, make them an invaluableaddition to our list of genuine
American stories.”-New York Times

How to get this 9-volume $29.95 set FREE
How the Club Works
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Every 4 weeks (13 times a year) you get a free copy of the Club Bulletin which offers you
the Featured Seledion plus a good choice of Alternates - all of interest to conservatives.
If you want the Featured Seledion, do n o m , it will come automatidy. t If you
don’t want the Featured Selection, or you do want an Alternate, indicate your wishes on
the handy card enclosed with your Bulletin and return it by the deadline date. Tbe
majority of Club books will be offered at B50% discounts, plus a charge for shipping
and handlug. t As soon as you buy and pay for 3 books at regular Club prim, your
membmhip may be ended at any time,either by you or by the Club. If you ever
receive a Featured Selection without having had 10 days to decide if you want it, you may
return it at Club expense for full d.Good service. No computers! t The Club will
offer regular Superbargains, mostly at 7&m% discounts plus shipping and hanm.
Superbarg;uns do NOT count toward fd6Uing your Club oblgation, but do enable you to
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buy fine books at gjveaway prices. t Only one membership per household.

CONSERVAM
15 OAKLAND AVENUE

I![BOOK CLUB
HARRISON, N.Y. 10528

Please accept my m b m h i p in the Club and send, FREE and postpaid, the Link Hme
set by Laura lngaUs Wilder - all 9volumesinthe $79.95slipcased set. 1 agree to buy3
additional books at regular Club price over the next 18 months. I also agree to the Club
rules speUed out in this coupon.
R - 90
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Start Your Engines
The feature articles related to
automobiles, mobility, and their regulation (“Autonomy,” “Trapped Inside the
Safety Belt,” and “Going Mobile,”
Aug./Sept.) carry consistent and important messages:
Personal mobility and the vehicles
that make it possible are viewed as negatives by those elements in society that
covet central authority and the ability to
control other people’s lives.
Regulatory and enforcement agencies are motivated more by perpetuating
the “need” for their existence than they
are by problem prevention and resolution.
Agencies, organizations, and industries that cloak their activities in the
banner of safety or environmental
sanctity often do so to further agendas
designed to enhance their own economic
status or power base, at everyone else’s
expense.
As stated in “Trapped Inside the
Safety Belt,” the National Motorists Association is indeed a small organization,
but we are not always “outgunned” by the
regulatory/insurance/Naderite coalition.
It was through our efforts that the first
serious dent was put in the 55-mph national maximum speed limit. We will
have more victories when citizens realize
that the freedom to travel where they
want to, when they want to, and the way
they want to is in jeopardy of being lost
in their lifetime.
James J . Baxter
President
National Motorists Association
Dane, WI
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I PERFORMED SOME mathematics on
statistics given in “Autonomy,” by doing
a least-squares fit of an exponentially

decaying curve to the data of fatalities per
100 million miles of travel for the years
1921,1941,1947, and 1966. All of these
statistics predate the founding of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and Ralph Nader’s Unsafe at
Any Speed. Using this statistical analysis
method, I arrived at an estimate of 2.26
deaths per 100 million miles for the year
1988. The actual number, as reported in
the articles, was 2.2. This gives further
support to Mr. Smith’s contention that we
do not have the NHTSA to thank for fewer
highway fatalities.
Jeff Wrobel
Kwajalein, Marshall Islands

COMMON SENSE SHOULD prevail in
any analysis of the horse vs. the automobile
for the transportation of people. Superiority
of the automobile was established long,
long ago. Comparison of early century
transportation alternatives is a needless
exercise and is irrelevant to the solution
of our current transportation problems.
However valuable the automobile may be
as a transportation machine, urban areas
across the nation are experiencing a
deteriorating level of mobility from
traffic congestion caused by an overabundance of automobiles. We have
learned that the automobile does not lend
itself to the transport of large numbers of
people, simultaneously, in a given
amount of operating space without inducing travel delays.
Pricing peak-hour travel, electronic
navigation systems, and carpool lanes
may help to alleviate peak-hour traffic
congestion on heavily traveled routes,
but these measures do not address the
basic problem of excessive automobile
travel demand. In heavily populated
areas, alternative modes of transportation
are the most effective means of reducing
that demand.
Enamored by the automobile’s convenience and flexibility, and the insisDECEMBER 1990

