THE SATELLITES

Albania: A Communist Colony
By DANIEI7NORMAN

T

WO centuries ago Edward Gibbon, the English
historian, described Albania as a country within
sight of Italy, yet less known than the interior of
America. Today this little country is still in large
part an unknown quantity. There is virtually no
trade between Albania and non-Communist countries,
and while an increasing number of tourists have been
allowed to enter other areas within the Soviet orbit,
the Iron Curtain which surrounds Albania has been
opened no more than a chink.
Reliable information about the "country of the
eagles,"—as the Albanians have traditionally called
their homeland—is thus hard to obtain. Official data
concerning the status of the country and its economy
are almost never released. Albanian daily newspapers
reach the West very irregularly and the so-called
official journal of the Albanian Communist Party, the
counterpart of Pravda in the USSR, has not been on
public sale since 1948; today it is virtually impossible
for anyone other than members of the party and government hierarchy to obtain copies. As a consequence
political and economic studies of the Communist
countries have largely ignored this corner of Europe.
Even the United Nations' Economic Survey of Europe, its
Economic Bulletin for Europe, and its other specialized
publications have been obliged until recently to omit
studies of Albania or to base them on the haziest kind
of information. At a recent session of the Economic
Council for Europe (March 1955), while other Communist delegations were criticizing the "interpretation" of the data they had supplied to the editorial
staff of Economic Survey, the Albanian delegate merely
"regretted that the Survey did not mention the economic development of his country.'' He ' 'presumed''
that the documentation supplied by the Albanian
government had "arrived too late." '
In many ways Albania has been as remote from the
Communist as from the non-Communist world.
Since Yugoslavia's defection from the Soviet camp in
1
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1948, Albania has been geographically isolated from
the satellite bloc. Even Western Communists find it
difficult to arrange a trip to Albania. Probably in
part as a result of its exposed position, the country has
never been accepted as a member of the Cominform.
No "treaty of friendship, cooperation and mutual
assistance" of the kind signed between Moscow and
her other satellites linked Albania with the Soviet
Union until May 1955, when Albania was invited to
adhere to the Warsaw Pact. And although it was
assigned the dangerous role of "agent provocateur" in
the Balkans, precipitating border incidents along the
Greek frontier during the Greek Civil War (December
1944-September 1949), and along the Yugoslav
frontier between 1948-1954, Albania had no formal
guarantee of Soviet military assistance. The Soviet
Union knows well that, although the Albanian
people have always defended their country valiantly,
its vulnerable frontiers leave it open to easy conquest.
Left to herself, Albania is indefensible.
Tito: A Guiding Hand

R

ELATIONS between the Communist Party of
_ Yugoslavia (CPY) and those of the satellites
deteriorated immediately after the CPY was expelled
from the Cominform on June 28, 1948. But the
bitterness of the exchanges between the CPY and the
Communist Party of Albania (CPA) refer little to
this dispute; they stem largely from the nature of the
interrelationship between the two parties, from the
fact that by 1948 the guiding hand of the CPY had
reached into every aspect of Albanian life. By 1948
Albania was in the anomalous position of being the
satellite of a satellite.
This had been the situation from the very
birth of the CPA; indeed the CPY was responsible for its conception. Soon after the German
attack on Yugoslavia in April 1941 (Italy had established control over Albania in April 1939), two Yugoslav Communists, Miladin Popovic and Dusan
Mugosa, succeeded in welding various factions into
a united Albanian Communist Party—largely because
they promised to obtain Comintern recognition for
the new party. On November 8, 1941 the CPA was
formed and a provisional Central Committee was
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chosen under the secretaryship of Enver Hoxha
(who remains the top man in the Albanian Communist
hierarchy). 2 By the time Mugosa left Albania in
May 1942 to report to Tito, Albanian partisan units
had already been organized; during 1942 these units
repeatedly and successfully attacked Italian installations. Meanwhile, in September 1942 a mass
organization, called the National Liberation Movement (NLM) was formed, purportedly to include
other groups who were opposed to Italian rule.
In December 1942 Mugosa and Blazo Jovanovic
appeared at the First Territorial Conference of the
CPA as representatives of the CPY. They informed
the CPA of its recognition by the Comintern, and
conveyed a letter from Tito with detailed instructions
outlining the tactics and procedures the CPA should
follow. The news of Comintern recognition was
greeted rapturously by the assembled Albanian
delegates, and they hastened to follow Tito's advice.
Accordingly, the base of the NLM was broadened,
formal CPA control of the NLM army was made less
obvious, internal discipline in the CPA was tightened
and unreliable elements were purged.3
Though recognized by the Comintern, the CPA was
not itself a member; the CPY thus continued to be the
middle man in conveying Comintern instructions to
the CPA, a factor which helped cement the ties between the parties. In its role as foster child of the
CPY, the CPA also became a firm supporter of many
of Tito's policies. For example, at a Conference of
the National Liberation Front, held at Berat in
November 1944, Kogi Xoxe, then Enver Hoxha's
deputy, recommended the adoption of a postwar
policy favoring " a Balkan confederation and even
something more than a confederation," a keystone
of Yugoslavia's foreign policy until 1948.4 Needless
to say, on April 28, 1945 Yugoslavia became the first
country to establish diplomatic relations with the
new Albanian People's Republic (proclaimed Novem1
"History of the Albanian Communist Party—I," News From
Behind the Iron Curtain, Vol. 4, No. 11 (November, 1955), pp. 8-10.
The committee consisted also of Qemal Stafa, Ymer Dishnica,
Ramadan Citaku, Koc,i Xoxe, Nako Spiro, Kristo Themelko, Tuk
Jakova, Liri Gega, Bedriu Spahiu, and Kandri Hoxha. (Jbid.,
p. 10.) See also Vladimir Dedijer, 11 Sangue Tradito: Rela%ioni
Jugoslano-Albavesi, 1938-1949 (Varese: Editoriale Periodic! ltaliana, 1949) and La Rtpublir/ue Pofulaire d'Albanie (La Documentation
Franjaise, Notes et Etudes Documentaires, Nos. 1843-5, Paris,
1954). The latter reproduces in their entirety the texts of the
Albanian Constitution, the Model Statutes of collective farms and
many other official documents.
3
"History of the Albanian Communist Patty—II," News From
Behind the Iron Curtain, Vol. 5, No. 1, (January, 1956), pp. 22-3.
* Quoted by Franjois Fe j to in Histoire des Democraties Populaires.
Paris, Editions du Seuil, 1952, p. 239.

ber 29, 1944) and a program of economic and military
aid was begun.
The economic plans of the countries were coordinated, a customs union was established, their currencies equalized, and joint-stock companies were set
up. Such companies differed from those linking
the USSR and its other satellites in that they benefited
the weaker partner, Albania, by guaranteeing the
delivery of Yugoslav goods and currency. Hundreds
of Yugoslav military and civil experts went to
Albania—one of their achievements there was the
construction of the first railroad in the country.
Whereas Moscow's contribution during the period
preceding the quarrel with Tito consisted in a " modest
loan" offered in 1947 when Enver Hoxha first visited
the Soviet capital, aid from Yugoslavia constituted
almost 57 percent of the Albanian budget in 1947 and
almost 50 percent in 1948. At the opening of the
People's Assembly on July 19, 1947 Enver Hoxha
declared that "the alliance with Yugoslavia represents our glorious past and our common future. . . .
It is the cornerstone of the safeguarding of peace in
the world." And only a few weeks before the
Cominform resolution which excommunicated the
CPY in June 1948, Hoxha was still promising to continue to "strengthen and cement" the "precious ties
with Yugoslavia." 6 A mark of the extent to which
these "ties" had been carried by 1948 is the fact that
27 of the 46 treaties, agreements, conventions and protocols with Yugoslavia broken by the USSR and her
satellites after Tito's fall from grace were signed by
Albania.
Exit Tito, Enter Stalin
AFTER the June 1948 Cominform resolution exJLx. pelling the CPY from the brotherhood of Communist nations, Enver Hoxha acted quickly and
unequivocally to align the CPA on the side of the
CPSU. That he could do so with full confidence in
his success was due to a complex of factors. In the
first place, though Yugoslav aid was undeniably
crucial in the birth of the CPA and in creating and
stabilizing the Albanian People's Republic, a number of CPA leaders resented the dominant role the
CPY had assumed and feared even further Yugoslav
penetration into Albanian affairs. This faction of
the party was also irreconcilably opposed to Yugoslavia's continuing domination over the Kosovo area,
Albania's territoria irredenta. Soviet control seemed
5

White Book on Aggressive Activities by the Governments of the USSR,
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Albania
towards Yugoslavia. Belgrade, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Federal Yugoslav People's Republic, 1951, pp. 164-5.
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to them much less immediately pressing and much
less of a galling threat to their national existence.
Stalin catered to these feelings by offering the dream
of a "great Albania" which would "incorporate"
Yugoslav territory.6
It can be assumed, furthermore, that the loyalties
of CPA members to the CPSU, as ideological arbiter
of the Communist world, made their rejection of the
CPY easier, though this is a rather difficult matter to
evaluate quantitatively. We are certain, however,
that Mehmet Shehu, a rival of Hoxha's since 1944,
was the leader of a considerable Stalinist faction in
the CPA. As Shehu moved to extend his power
position, Hoxha, a past master of the art of selfpreservation in political intrigues, moved even faster.
Himself rather cordial toward Yugoslavia, Hoxha
seized the opportunity to solidify his personal hold
on the CPA by identifying Koc,i Xoxe, until then
ostensibly his trusted lieutenant and right-hand man,
with the "pro-Yugoslav" elements in the CPA.
Little information is available on the Ninth and
Tenth Plenums of the CPA Central Committee, held
immediately after the break with Tito, and thus the
exact manner in which Hoxha proceeded to eliminate
Xoxe is unknown. Apparently, however, the method
was the one generally favored by Communists in
scapegoat purges: that of gradual demotion and
deprivation of powers followed by purging. At first
Xoxe was removed from his post as Minister of Industry, and as a partial balm one of Xoxe's supporters
became the new Minister of the Interior; but after the
Eleventh Plenum in September 1948 deprived Xoxe of
his party post as Secretary of Cadres, Hoxha felt secure
enough (or was he forced?) to invite Mehmet Shehu to
take over the Ministry of Interior and proceed with
the purge in earnest. By November 1948, when the
First Congress of the CPA was held, Xoxe and his
closest friend, Pandi Kristo, until then President of
the State Control Commission, had lost all their positions.7 On November 9, 1948, Xoxe was arrested.
• Tuk Jakova in Ztri i Popullet, September 25, 1949. By the 1913
Treaty of Bucharest Serbia annexed the district around Kosovo,
where the population is two-thirds Albanian. In August 1941
Kosovo was annexed by Italian-controlled Albania, but in April
1945 Tito declared the area a part of Yugoslavia and on September
3, 1945, the People's Assembly of the Serbian People's Republic
voted to create the Autonomous Region of Kosovo-Mctohija.
Other Yugoslav areas with many Albanians are the regions near
Tetovo and near Skopje. The growth of the Albanian population
in Yugoslavia, according to official censuses, is: 1921—439,657;
1931—505,259; 1948—750,431; 1953—752,000.
7
At this congress the CPA also changed its name to the Albanian
Workers' Party, to conform with the pattern established in the other
satellites.

His trial, the first of a series of spectacular "Titoist"
trials that rocked the satellites in succeeding months,
began on May 12, 1949; he was sentenced to death on
June 11 and hanged the same day. According to some
sources, the trial touched off pitched battles between
the army and a contingent of party men still loyal to
Xoxe, but the latter group was soon forced to capitulate. Some retired to the mountains, some crossed
into Yugoslavia, the rest were arrested and sent to
prison.8 In subsequent months the ranks of the
Workers' Party were subjected to a thorough
weeding.9
Economic Progress—Soviet Style
T TNTIL the break between the CPY and the Coral s ' inform the Soviet Union had been an insignificant
factor in Albanian political life, and the CPSU had
played only an indirect role in the affairs of the CPA,
relaying its views through the CPY. During the war
Moscow had neither direct contact with the Albanian
Communists nor any liaison with the Albanian resistance movement. No Soviet soldiers had been on
Albanian soil during the war. Soviet recognition
of the Hoxha government was not forthcoming until
November 1945, and the first Soviet diplomat did not
arrive in Tirana until 1946.
After the break with the CPY, and as long as the
Greek civil war continued (December 1944-September
1949), Soviet shipments of armaments and food
reached Albanian ports regularly because Albanian
territory was the only place to which the Greek
Communist rebels could retreat to remuster for
8
// Sattgue Tradito, pp. 95-7; La Rlpubliquc Pofulaire tTAlbanie,
No. 1843, p. 10.
9
In a speech reported in For A Lasting Peace, Fir a People's Democracy, April 11-17,1952, Enver Hoxha stated that 5,996 party members,
had been expelled between the First Party Congress and the end of
1951. He placed the total membership of the party at 44,418,
including new recruits.

"SEPARATE PATHS TO SOCIALISM"?
The Albanian Workers' Party and all Albanian
people have asked our delegation to convey to the
Twentieth Congress of the glorious CPSU and the
fraternal Soviet people their warmest revolutionary
greeting . . . . The CPSU is our own mother, who is
teaching us to live; it is a beacon to Communist and
workers' parties of the whole world, as is the light of
the sun, and we hold dear our affection for Lenin's
great party. Our people will be eternally grateful
for the great assistance given our country by our dear
Soviet comrades.
—Address by Enver Hoxha at the Twentieth Congress
of the CPSU, Radio Moscow, February 20, 1956.

36

PRODUCED 2005 BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED

attack.10 While these shipments were mainly for the
use of the Greek troops, a little of the food was
allocated to the Albanian population. With the
cessation of hostilities in Greece, however, Soviet aid
was cut off almost entirely. The critical shortage of
food, severely aggravated by the termination of
Yugoslav shipments of grain, forced Hoxha in 1949
to tighten the already harsh rationing system; a large
part of the population, including the majority of the
peasantry, was denied ration tickets. A revealing comment in the official French language propaganda newspaper L'Albanie Nouvelle rationalized
Hoxha's move thusly: "The former system was
unjust, for it provided everybody with food and
clothing tickets . . ." n
While refusing material aid of any substance,
Moscow moved quickly to impose a system of thoroughgoing planning on the Albanian economy.12 If
the Soviet economic plan for Albania spared it some
of the torments of forced industrialization visited on
the other satellites, Moscow was acting not out of
concern for the Albanian people but on the basis of a
closely-figured estimate of profit and loss to the Soviet
exchequer. Three factors seem to have been determinate. Firstly, Albania was so backward industrially that it would take tremendous sums of
money to secure substantial returns from capital
investment. Then, too, planners had to consider the
cost and time involved in shipping goods to and from
Albania by freighter. Lastly, shipping lanes, and
even Albania herself, were indefensible in the event
of military hostilities.
Soviet economic policy in Albania, therefore, was
based on the need to obtain relatively short-term
returns. While the Five-Year Plan (1951-1955)
called for considerable heavy industry, the primary
stress was placed on extractive industries, consumer
goods industries, and the agricultural sector. Raw
materials were earmarked largely for Soviet and
satellite factories; and it was expected that a rise in
consumer goods and agricultural production, the latter
to result from increased collectivization, would
ensure a happy working people, reduce Albania's
need for imports of these items, and minimize its

demands on the Soviet Union and the other satellites
for help in correcting its annual imbalance of payments.13 This was the plan—no part of it has been
successfully fulfilled.14
Industrialization in Albania was not forced, but
the Five-Year Plan called for an annual expansion
rate of 27.7 percent, and upward revisions during
the first three years of the Plan changed the scheduled
increase to around 30 percent. Although the rate
of increase during the first year of the Plan was
reported to be 47.1 percent, the fulfilled rate decreased
every year thereafter, until in 1954 the budget announcement contained provisions for an increase of
only 14.7 percent. Other published Albanian statistics indicate a certain amount of success in industrialization, but such data are gross figures,
including probably much processing. Furthermore,
mining and handicrafts have been included as industrial enterprises, and these were, as indicated
above, the high-priority sectors of the economy.
A true indication of the extent of Albanian industrialization is the fact that 70 percent of the Albanian
population is still employed in agriculture, the most
neglected sector of the economy.
The examples of the Albanian oil industry will
serve to illustrate the imperialist manner in which
Soviet-planned "industrialization" is being carried
out in Albania. Crude oil production shows the
following rate of increase:
TABLE I
Crude Oil Production 15
[In thousands of tons]
1938
1940-44 (average)
1947
1948
1950
1953
1954
1955 (Target in 1950 plan)
1955 (Revised target announced at the beginning of 1955).

132
250
114
90
132
200
235
263
254

13

For a discussion of the Five-Year Plan see Ibid., pp. 12-16.
Radio Tirana has recently announced the fulfillment of all FiveYear Plan goals except those for light industry and food supply.
It is known, however, that in 1953, as part of "the new course,"
the goals set in 1951 were reduced by an unannounced amount.
Thus no exact figures are available on plan "fulfillment," nor are
they likely to be published before the May 1956 Congress of the CPA.
16
The above chart has been assembled from the following sources:
La Ripublique Populaire d'Albanie: Dokumentacioni Bitten, (Belgrade,
Institut za Medjunarodnu Politiku i Privredu, 1954), No. 9-9,
p. 183; [U. N.]'EconomicSurvey of Europe tn 1954, Geneva, 1955, p. 265;
Economic Bulletin for Europe, Vol. 7, No. 1, Geneva, May 1955, p. 42.
14

10
At this time also, the Soviet Union began to send the thousands
of civilian and military experts and advisers who are now to be found
in every field of Albanian life. It is also certain that through a wellordered system of responsibility, these men report directly to the
ptesent real masters of Albania—Soviet Ambassador L. I. Krylov
and the Military Attache Colonel Alexander Novikov.
11
No. 20, April 1949. (Author's italics.)
12
For an excellent analysis of the postwar Albanian economy see
"Economic Report: Albania," News From Behind the Iron Curtain,
Vol. 3, No. 5 (May 1954), pp. 12-22.
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Thus, it is obvious that the total capacity of
Albanian refineries, about 30,000 metric tons, is far
below crude oil production or the needs of domestic
consumption; and although Radio Tirana announced
in June 1952 that a 150,000-ton capacity refinery
would be built at Cerrik, a recent broadcast indicated
that the plant is still uncompleted. Meantime
Albanian oil resources continued to be exploited in
blatantly imperialist fashion: Albanian crude oil is
shipped to Danzig, Poland, and the Soviet Union,
while refined petroleum products must be bought
from Rumania.18
In short, Albania must sell her raw materials and
buy back finished goods. The fact that the Soviet
Union makes up the deficit in Albania's balance of
international payments does not assure a rise in the
standard of living or higher production efforts by the
Albanian workers.
Planning in the agricultural sector was based, of
course, on the premise of collectivization, and the
government resorted both to inducements and to considerable coercion in an attempt to drive the peasants
into a system of kolkhozes. But, despite heavy and
arbitrary taxation, incessant harassments and other
forms of pressure, the private peasants clung to their
land. The number of collectives grew very slowly:
in 1953 only 6 percent of the land in Albania was
collectivized, less than in any other satellite.'7 The
only undoubted result of the collectivization drive was
the destruction of individual peasant initiative,
whether in the case of a tightly controlled collective
farmer or a harrassed private farmer. The output of
livestock products and agricultural crops decreased
disastrously. The total of livestock is now somewhat
below prewar levels (see Table II), while crop yield
is only about equal to the prewar level: for example,
the average yield of wheat between 1934 and 1938
was 10.5 quintals per hectare (1 quintal = 100 lbs.),
in 1950 the yield was only 9.7 q., and the unfulfilled
planned yield for 1955 was only 11.5 q. Similarly
in the case of rye: the 1934-38 yield was 10.8 q., the
1950 results were 7.4 q., and the unfulfilled planned
18
On February 11, 1956, Radio Tirana announced that Albania
had signed an agreement in Moscow to continue such oil shipments
for another year.
17
The following chart shows the development of kolkhozes in
Albania:
Number of
Year
Coopera- Area in Number of Percent
tines
Hectares Families of land
1946
7
943
217
0.3
1947
21
3,672
825
1.2
1948
56
10,870
2,442
3.4
1953(ApriO
115
21,751
6,291
6.0
(Data from La Rlpublique Populaire d'Albanie, No. 854, p. 5.)

TABLE II
Head of Livestock
Plan
193S

1946

194S

1949

1950

f»

1955

Cattle (incl.
water buffalo)
134
140
143
134
129
139
Sheep
1,574 1,835 1,730 1,639 1,707 1,844
Pigs
15
27
22
30
47
127
Goats
932 1,065
847
800
830
847
Oxen
168
142
156
148
149
162
M u l e s and
asses
55
67
68
65
67 1
Horses
54
55
53
50
51 J
The above figures, given in thousands of head, have been
taken from "Economic Report: Albania," of. cit. p. 17. In
referring to this chart it should be kept in mind that the
1955 food production plan has not been fulfilled. See note
13, above.

yield for 1955 was 9 q.18 Meanwhile the population
has increased more than 20 percent, from 1,030,000
in 1937 to 1,246,000 in 1952.19
The summer of 1952 brought a scorching drought
to Albania; by early 1953 almost all types of food were
in short supply and prices were rising. Poor quality
black bread was the chief item in the people's diet,
while such products as meat, poultry, eggs, butter,
olive oil, olives, and vegetables were unobtainable
most of the time. Serious inflation was indicated
early in 1953 by the appearance of large quantities of
new currency bills. The third state loan, launched
March 1, 1953, was intended partially to check this
trend. A particularly stringent series of agricultural
decrees was promulgated on March 19 in an attempt to
coerce the peasants into fulfilling the plan.
The "New Course"

T

HE June 1953 riots in East Germany rocked the
Communist world. That such an uprising could
occur in the most advanced of the Communist areas
made the future of miserable and isolated Albania
seem bleak indeed. The Hoxha government, almost
undoubtedly acting on orders from Moscow, moved
quickly to forestall active popular discontent. On
June 23 Radio Tirana announced the first of the "new
economic courses" later launched in the other satel18

"Economic Report: Albania," op. cit., p. 18.
The 1937 population figure has been taken from the [FAO]
Yearbook of Food and Agriculture Statistics—1952, while the 1952 figure
is a UN estimate published in Population and Vital Statistics Reports
18

(January 1954).
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Caption at upper right: Because of poor production in some trade cooperatives, manufactured supplies not accepted by the consumer are returned
to the (distributing) depot.
Below: Are you buying or selling?
—I would (like to) sell, but nobody will buy . . .
—From Hosteni (The Goad), Tirana, July 17, 1955.

lites as well.20 As a first step, all debts accumulated
by the peasantry between 1949 and 1952 were cancelled. At the same time, the Prime Minister and the
Ministry of Procurement were directed to devise steps
10
Porrenrs of this move wen evident at an agricultural congress
held in April 1953. OD April 20 Minister of Agricultural Kapo
openly stated that the collectives were not working well, and he
offered details. On April 21 Prime Minister Hoxha told the congress that the new Soviet rulers (Sralin died March 6, 1953) would
continue assistance to Albania, chiefly for the development of the
country's agriculture.

" t o improve the living conditions of the patriotic
working peasantry.''
On August 1, 1953 Hoxha outlined the "new
economic course" for the People's Assembly, stressing
planned improvements in agricultural and consumer
goods production and relaxation of controls on smallscale private trade. A number of measures were
taken to implement the new policy. On September
8 the Council of Ministers passed four decrees formalizing the concessions promised to the peasants: the
first provided cancellation of all or part of accumu-
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lated income arrears for agricultural cooperatives and
their members as well as for private peasants. Another
decree reduced prices of certain plows, harrows, and
cultivators. The third decree amended certain old
laws to lessen interference with purchasing and transportation of agricultural and livestock products, as
well as with private trading activities in these commodities. The fourth decision exempted the less
fertile land of the individual peasants and the collectives from deliveries of certain crops, including wheat,
corn, rye, beans, barley and oats; the decree also
reduced deliveries from more fertile land. The decision
was retroactive and provided that the peasants would
be reimbursed for the crops they had already delivered
that year. Several other decrees of a like nature
were promulgated later in the year.21
Conditions improved somewhat in 1954 and the
government was able to resume its collectivization
drive. Two new kinds of agricultural collectives—
known as collectives of the first and second type—
were authorized in 1954. In both types the peasants
retain their land, tools and draft animals as their
personal property. Other decrees were calculated as
incentives to stimulate agricultural production and to
form collectives. In May 25, 1955, Zeri i Popullit
carried an announcement that the Ministry of Agriculture had approved 14 new agricultural collectives,
making the total in the country 187 (of which 58
were created in the fall of 1954 and the spring of
1955). This number did not include some 170 agricultural associations of the simple type which were
created between December 1954 and May 1955Failures and Their Aftermath
XTEVERTHELESS, reports reaching the West in- L \ | dicate the complete failure of the'' new course.
Enver Hoxha reported to the Second Conference of
Agricultural Cooperatives that there were cases of
brutal beating and exploitation of collective farm
members.22 Party and Machine and Tractor Station
(MTS) cadres presented a problem. They had to be
convinced, said the party organ Bashkimi, that they
"could not consider themselves as mere drivers of
tractors" but were the "men who carry the party line
to the masses in the villages." 23 Party organizers
21
Two decrees were issued on October 13. One provided for
immediate distribution of bonuses already earned by peasants for
prompt fulfillment of obligations to the state. The other made it
easier for peasants to obtain forest supplies. A decree of October
29 was aimed specifically at improving conditions in the Zadrime
area, where the predominantly Catholic peasantry was outspokenly
anti-Communist.
22
La Ripublittue Popuiaire d' Albanie, N o . 854, p . 5 .
23
Editorial in Bashkimi, April 15, 1955.

were reminded that they '' should persuade the peasants to have their plowing and sowing done by
MTS"; the same article reported that there were
only 21 MTS in Albania.24
One of the most recent agricultural decrees, on
"simplification of planning in agriculture," applies to
all produce with the exception of industrial crops and
rice. According to this decree private farmers, kolkhozes and state farms "will do their own planning,
basing it on the quantity of agricultural products for
delivery and their own needs." 25 Peasant resistance
has continued, however., and output of food products
has sunk to new lows. In 1955, disastrous famine and
pestilence struck Albania.
The reaction to US President Eisenhower's offer
of March 4, 1955, to send food through the Red Cross
to the Albanian population provides proof of how
thoroughly Moscow manipulates the levers in Tirana
and also offers an indication of how serious the food
shortage was. It was the Soviet press which first
announced Hoxha's refusal; the Albanian Telegraphic
Agency merely confirmed the word given out by the
Kremlin. While dubbing President Eisenhower's
statement that a food shortage existed a "huge and
devilish slander,"26 Radio Tirana apparently felt
it necessary to placate the Albanian people by announcing the "recent" arrival of a Soviet "gift" of
medicines, including streptomycin, penicillin and
vitamins.27 In fact, so strong an effect had the President's offer on the population, that not only was the
Albanian progaganda machine obliged to continue,
even until July, to denounce his "diabolic aims"28
but a "socialist emulation" among Moscow's satellites in sending "gifts" to this "advance post" of
the Communist world was set in motion. The
Chinese People's Republic sent a "gift" including
20,000 tons of wheat, 2,000 tons of rice, 2,000 tons
of sugar, 100,000 meters of silk fabrics and 200 tons
of hemp rope.29
Out of Isolation
OTUDENTS of East European affairs have noticed
L_/ that, in spite of his apparent eagerness to imitate
his masters in the Kremlin, Hoxha has dealt with
certain aspects of the "new course" in a rather
curious manner. He was, for instance, slow in
applying the principle of'' collective leadership'' and
24

Zeri i Potullit, September 10, 1955Ibid., M a r c h 29, 1955.
26
Albanian Telegraphic Agency Report, March 6, 1955, (hereinafter referred to as ATA).
27
Bid., March 3, 195528
Radio Tirana, July 11, 1955.
29
A T A , M a r c h 30, 1955.
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relinquished with obvious reluctance some of the multiple functions he had accumulated. Thus, he was
the last of the satellite leaders to apply the principle
of separation between party and government leadership. It was only on July 20, 1954 that he resigned
the premiership to Mehmet Shehu, retaining for himself the sole position of First Secretary of the party.
In the matter of amnesties, which are currently in
vogue behind the Iron Curtain, he was not very generous; reportedly less than a thousand people have been
released from prisons. Finally, the permanent purge
under which Albania has lived since Hoxha's assumption of power seems to continue. A campaign against
bourgeois nationalism and other "deviations" is only
part of the picture. On June 24,1955, Tuk Jakova and
Bedri Spahiu, two of Hoxha's earliest companions,
and the last two survivors of the 1941 Central Committee, were eliminated from the government; the
latter was dismissed from his post as Chairman of the
Albanian-Soviet Friendship Society and expelled from
its General Council at the demand of Deputy Premier
Manush Myftiu, to be replaced by Vice-Premier Hysni
Kapo on August 15,1955. Hoxha is the only member
of the 1941 Central Committee in public life today.
All the rest are known either to be dead or to have
disappeared.
The Soviet Union has recently decided to bring
Albania more closely in line with the new Communist
peace offensive. Soviet officials accordingly have
tried to end Albania's feeling of isolation from the
East. The two-months' visit of a part of the Soviet
navy led by the Chief Commander of the Black
Sea War Fleet (May 1, 1954); the space devoted by
the Soviet and satellite press to the tenth anniversary
of the Communist assumption of power in Albania; 30
the presence of a special Soviet delegation led by
Tarassov, Vice-Chairman of the Presidium of the
USSR Supreme Soviet at the Albanian People's Assembly's session on March 31, 1955, are all evidence
of this policy. The culmination of the new phase in
Soviet-Albanian relations came with Albania's accession to the Warsaw Treaty in May 1955- A " . . . great
political victory for the Albanian people. . . . From
now on the enemies of our country will have to
talk differently to us and will have to show more
respect for the power and vitality of our people's
regime," boasted Premier Shehu on his return to

Tirana.31 All talk of "the isolation of Albania" is
ended, exulted Zeri i Popullit. "The Albanian people,
guided by the party's Central Committee headed by
Enver Hoxha, will show by their acts that they
deserve the friendship of the brotherly nations and
the place they hold in the great camp of peace and
socialism," added the paper.32 "The Warsaw Treaty
has made our People's Republic inviolable by our
enemies," declared Shehu on July 1, 1955.
Nevertheless, this belated and so passionately
desired guarantee of Soviet and satellite support did
not help the Albanian Communist leaders to rid themselves completely of their "isolation" complex. Nor
has it, in spite of the improved international atmosphere and the resumption of normal relations with
Yugoslavia, prevented them from brandishing the
"imperialist encirclement" bogey. In a speech made
at the Democratic Front Congress on June 27, 1955,
Hoxha, for instance, was still asking for "further
strengthening [of] the hatred of . . . Anglo-US imperialism." And the Albanian press, in a series of
articles against "bourgeois nationalism" and the
"strengthening of party unity" repeatedly stressed
that "Albania is encircled by capitalist countries."
Ruga e Partis, the periodical journal of the party's
Central Committee, explained that "this encirclement
maintains and revives these [anti-Marxist opportunist
and reactionary] views and fully supports them and
their proponents." Furthermore, "capitalist encirclement . . . also encourages efforts to infiltrate
the party ranks with [capitalist-minded] people for
the purpose of destroying it from within." 3 3 The
ghosts of Kogi Xoxe, Pandi Kristo and other "antiparty elements" who had been eliminated were resuscitated for the occasion. The party was warned
against any kind of liberalism or opportunism in its
ranks and against bourgeois nationalism," 34 and party
members were told to "spare no efforts until hostile
and anti-party elements had been completely eradicated from their ranks." 35 From these articles one
learns t h a t ' ' in Albania the class struggle was becoming more intensive'' and t h a t ' ' imperialism was trying
to unleash a new war;" it is hard to escape the impression that the wind of Stalinism is still blowing in
Albania.
31

ATA (in French), May 28, 1955.
M a y 24, 1955.
33
Ruga e Partis, quoted in Borba (Belgrade), October 16, 1955.
34
Zeri i Popullit, July 2 1 , 1955.
35
Ibid., July 17, 1955.

32
30
The November 28, 1954, issue of the Soviet weekly Ogonyok
(Flame) devoted a large section to commemorating Albania's
independence.
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BOOK REVIEWS

The '''Popular Front" Tactic in 1905
Leopold H. Haimson:
The Russian Marxists
and the Origins of Bolshevism,

moderate radicals contributed to their own discomfiture at the hands of Lenin's Bolsheviks. Russia was
a land in which an old elite—-the autocracy—conHarvard University Press, 1955, 246 pp.
fronted a new elite in the collective person of the
Donald W. Treadgold: Lenin and His Rivals: intelligentsia and its four oppositional parties as
The Struggle for Russia's Future, 1898-1906,
indicated above. This intelligentsia and these parFrederick A. Praeger, New York, 1955, 291 pp.
ties, though they justified their every action in the
name
of the "people" (the peasants and the semiReviewed by Ronald Thompson
peasant proletarians), were in their actual mode of
living far removed from the peasant and proletarian
ROFESSORS of history sometimes like to put a
masses. They were a Westernized intelligentsia with
new class of students in a proper frame of mind by
a strong addiction not only to rigidly doctrinaire
recalling the old adage that "those who do not study
patterns of thought in general but above all and spehistory are doomed to repeat it." Among the stern
cifically to the Marxist pattern of thought.
lessons of the recent past which seemingly must be
learned over and over again is the very fundamental
The Marxist pattern of thought meant more than a
one that cooperation with a Communist Party is in
general predilection toward socialist solutions; it
the long run impossible. United fronts, popular
meant a whole Weltanschauung in which Russia was
fronts, and national fronts have so often been atseen as confronting a two-phase revolution—a first or
tempted with the Communists, to the later dismay of
"bourgeois-democratic" phase and a second or "protheir other participants, that a serious study of hisletarian-socialist" phase. Some (the Kadets) would
tory's first recorded example of the popular front
not regard the second phase of the revolution as either
tactic is long overdue.
desirable or necessary, and others (the SR's) would
Such a study, based on extensive use of the polemical
define the two phases in different terms, but by and
sources for the period, is now available in the two
large it was this commonly accepted theoretical frameseparate but complementary books herewith reviewed.
work which enabled liberals and radicals to come
Haimson's volume logically comes first, since it deals
together and agree that at any rate they could cooperonly with the preparatory period, 1883-1904, and is
ate in bringing about the first phase. Out of this
limited to the Russian Social Democratic Party and
modicum of seeming agreement came the elements of
its Bolshevik and Menshevik wings. Treadgold's
what Treadgold calls the "popular front" of 1905.
volume develops the story further by concentrating on
Always implicit rather than explicit, never uniting
the period of the 1905 revolution itself and by includall four parties in any systematic or particularly coring the Kadet (or liberal) Party and the Socialist
dial fashion, by none regarded as anything more than
Revolutionary (or populist) Party along with the
an ad hoc arrangement for the immediate struggle
Bolsheviks and Mensheviks. Both books succeed
against the Tsar, this embryonic popular front was
admirably in delineating the various types of opposinontheless taken seriously in some quarters and was
tional and revolutionary movements characteristic of
by many individuals given impromptu support in
a country just beginning to emerge into full political
high hopes and good faith.
life; and in their pages the principal opposition leaders
The germs of both the popular front idea and its
live again: Lenin among the Bolsheviks, Plekhanov
eventual disruption may be discovered in Haimson's
and Martov among the Mensheviks, Miliukov and
account of the early controversies between Mensheviks
Maklakov among the Kadets, and Chernov among
and Bolsheviks. He relates the Marxist, and above
the SR's (Socialist Revolutionaries).
all Menshevik, concept of a two-phase revolution to
A striking feature of the situation in Russia fifty
the traditional reliance of the Russian intelligentsia
years ago—though it has its parallels in other parts
upon the "spontaneous" mass action of the Russian
of the world today—was the way the liberals and
people. Since the two-phase revolution was taken
to be an essential part of the very structure of historical
Mr. Thompson is Associate Professor of Russian and Far Eastern
reality,
the Mensheviks naturally assumed that the
History at George Washington University, Washington, D. C.
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