Book
THE

MOLLY MAGUIRES by Wayne
G. Broehl Jr. Harvard University Press, 1964, 409 pp.
$8.95.

THE MOLLY MAGUIRES have been treated
with various degrees of perceptiveness, as
a chapter in U.S. labor history, as the
subject of detective stories, and as an
episode in Irish history. An authoritative
book, written with care and dispassion,
devoted to the fascinating "Mollies" is
rare. With new sources available to the
author (the Reading Railroad opened its
files of the vital McParlan reports and
Pinkerton's letterbooks became available,
though neither stretch the saga in unexpected directions) and given his competence in labor and business history,
Wayne G. Broehl offers the latest version
of the Molly Maguire story. Intelligent
deduction from the evidence and excellent use of source material should make
other reasons for recommending Mr.
Broehl's work unnecessary.
R o m a n t i c i z e d by revolutionaries
through their violent actions against the
mining bosses of Southern Pennsylvania,
the Molly Maguires had come to stand
for outrage against law and order to the
American public. A central character in
the Molly story, capitalist and lawyer
Franklin P. Gowen, once said: "It was
sufficient to hang a man to call him a
Molly Maguire" (after he contributed
mightily to the creation of such an atmosphere). If this conveys the spirit of
public sentiment of the 187O's, then the
words of Eugene V. Debs express the voice
of the minority. Some thirty years after
the Molly hangings he wrote in Appeal
to Reason: "They all protested their innocence and all died game. Not one of
them betrayed the slightest evidence of
fear or weakening. Not one of them was

eviewd
a murderer at heart. All were ignorant,
rough and uncouth, born of poverty and
buffeted by the merciless tides of fate
and chance . . ." Informers, however,
there were, though very few and this may
just have contributed to the myth of the
"Mollies."
Hatred inflamed by class factors was
frequently fanned by ethnic and religious
division. The Irish miners of Southern
Pennsylvania's Schuylkill County, the
scene of presumed Molly actions, were
Catholic. The chief class enemy, Franklin P. Gowen, was an Irish Protestant,
the mine owners were generally Welsh
and English. Workers were set against
each other by the use of Slavic immigrants and the Welsh "modocs" as strikebreakers in the period of the Long Strike
of 1875.
Raw class confrontation was a "style."
Upper classes, half emerged from immigrant or humble origins, valued the "self
made" ideal to a point which decisively
excluded a "welfare" mentality. The opportunity to rise was considered open to
the individual if he was pirate enough to
seize upon America's riches. Everything,
including labor, was to be spent in the
industrial development. Whoever could
not rise through "right living" and "initiative" had no right to expect to wash
the dirt from his hands. The wealthy
bore a responsibility—though not yet to
the worker, rather to the business enterprise.
The semi-Hterate poor, the inarticulate,
had little recourse aside from rage. And
the Molly Maguire story was drawn as
much from helpless, inchoate rage at misery as from Irish peasant traditions. This
latter is extremely well traced by Broehl
in his examination of nineteenth century
Irish "agrarian crime and secret socie-
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ties." The Whiteboys, Orangemen, Ribbonmen and others, were secret societies
practicing violent retribution on behalf
of the peasant against the landlords. So
thoroughly rooted did this loosely knit
"night rider" type of organization become, that finally it virtually defined the
political culture of the oppressed peasant.
The Great Famine of the forties brought
many Irish peasants to the shores of the
United States and many had direct or
indirect secret society experience. When
they found, on arrival, that there were
brethren with whom they could share this
experience, this violent strain was reinforced, awaiting a meaningful object of
its wrath. Forced into unskilled, low paying labor, in a country suspicious of or
hostile to Catholics, they came to know,
among other things, the difficulties of the
miners' lot. And it was not long before
an object was located—in the mining bosses of Pennsylvania.
Immigrant groups often formed mutual
aid societies. The Ancient Order of Hibernians, a branch of which was organized in the U.S., is claimed to have
served, aside from its aid functions, as
the outer shell which contained that organizational amoeba, the Molly Maguires.
They were not the directive body of the
AOH, but rather absorbed in it and operated under its protective cover. This
notion is chiefly derived from the McParlan Reports of the Pinkerton detective,
James McParlan (alias McKenna) sent to
the coal fields of Schuylkill County to
track the "Mollies."
There is no direct evidence for the existence of the Molly Maguires aside from
McParlan's word. Yet even with McParlan's intimate knowledge of the men who
were called "Mollies," who signalled each
other with passwords, signs, who plotted
and killed together, even each other in
"faction fighting," there is no evidence
that the Molly Maguires were more than
a loosely organized band of men, ill informed of each other's doings, with a
vague outer-circle inner-circle division.
Evidence for specific acts could be
"pinned" on specific persons, but except

for talk of "Mollies" working through the
AOH, the Molly Maguires as an entity
remains cloudy—the McParlan Reports
notwithstanding. Since the peasant secret
society was a short term, locally based entity, and not part of an "international
movement," it came and went in a fluid
way, and the evidence is plagued by indirection. For this reason Broehl spends so
much time on tradition and atmosphere.
For all the data, he must rely on deduction.
"Who were the Molly Maguires?"
Broehl comes closest to answering. They
were not revolutionary Utopians or socialists. This burst was elemental. There has
never even been close agreement on the
derivation of this appellation. There are
legends about a Molly Maguire, the presumed head of a band of Irish peasants
—a wild, vengeful creature, whose curse
was regularly visited upon recalcitrant
landowners in the old country. Some
paint her as martyred through eviction
at the hands of cruel landowners. Others,
with Broehl, believe that the female dress
of a group of "night riders" earned them
the name back in Ireland. Molly Maguires
became synonymous with "Irish violence"
and was used to characterize the violent
class vengeance that involved about one
hundred Irish miners in the Schuylkill
Pennsylvania region. But Broehl is resigned that we shall never know. Nor is
the substitute term "Maguirism" helpful
as characterization. For those frightened
by an upsurge of labor militancy, Molly
Maguire was the curse word by which
they described the uncouth miners. To
the romantic, it symbolized a heroic martyrdom. To Communists, Molly Maguire
was a "scare word," invented by bosses to
intimidate the miners. To various socialists, the Molly Maguires were part of a
reaction against the deadening, brutal effects of industrialization at a time when
labor was frustrated by a disunified, opportunistic or pie-eyed leadership. To the
mine owners and the public sentiment
they influenced, Molly Maguirism meant
vulgar Irish Catholics determined to outrage the senses of decent citizens. Actu-
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ally, Broehl makes too much of Molly T H E PUERTO RICANS: STRANGERSviolence as a unique characteristic. Secrecy
THEN NEIGHBORS, by Clarence
and violence were gaining currency in the
Senior, with a Foreword by
labor movement, often based on sophistiHubert H. Humphrey. Chicacated moral-political doctrine. Aside from
go: Quadrangle Books. $3.50.
ethnic characteristics that marked them SPANISH HARLEM: ANATOMY OF
apart, they were perhaps more notable for
POVERTY, by Patricia
Cayo
a lack of political consciousness than for
Sexton. New York: Harper &
their violent deeds. Put in a perspective
Row. $4.95.
where sections of labor did resort to a
THE PUERTO RICANS of New York still
string of violent attacks, the Mollies stand
lack the large number of important
out for their infighting and political limileaders from their own midst that, for
tations.
example, the Negroes possess. In part,
this is probably due to the linguistic and
IN THE FRUSTRATION of the miners' defeat
cultural problems of adjustment of a
after the Long Strike of 1875, faced by community that only recently arrived on
intransigent bosses (as labor was in the the shores of the American mainland. In
main then) who out of fear or pride dedi- part, it is also due to the continuing close
cated themselves to "union busting," the link that Puerto Ricans maintain with
men who came to be known as the "Mol- their home country, reinforced by the
lies" cast about in a careless swagger of proximity of the island, by the relative
violent retribution and murderous in- cheapness of plane travel, and by the total
fighting. After they struck beyond their lack of visa requirements. Because of this
own factions, beyond management per- close link, many of the most talented
sonnel, when they were penetrated by "la- members of the Puerto Rican community
bor spy" McParlan, their doom was clear. of New York, once they have gotten their
The miners' union was "guilty by asso- head-start here, go back home to live out
ciation" and seriously weakened by the their lives.
Molly hysteria that surrounded the case
As a result, the Puerto Ricans of New
when it reached the court. The "lawless"
York remain a community without a
were hung or sentenced and Gowen's brilclearly defined identity. They become a
liant rhetoric won the day.
central instance of "the other America,''
Broehl's account is an antidote to ro- a prime target of men and women who
mantic illusions, self righteous denuncia- are ready to give their lives to the .fight
tion of the Mollies, and general ignorance against poverty, but they continue to be
of relevant traditions. The story's peren- a kind of question mark even to the
nial fascination is said to be derived from well-intentioned outsider. For the same
the human passions that it set afire. But reasons that Puerto Ricans lack a Martin
righteous violence always poses a moral Luther King they also lack a James Baldproblem of means and ends. For this win. Until such men arise, it might be
reason too, the story, though forgotten at useful if non-Puerto, Rican Americans
times, will be revived along with some were to attempt the task of definition
variation of this dilemma. And this book and description in writing, just as they
will remain a solid source for a long have taken on the task of fighting the
time.
material problems that the Puerto Rican
confronts. But so far, much of the writRUTH L. HOROWITZ
ing of this sort tells us more about the
problems than about the people themselves. As books, they are limited by their
authors' own good intentions. The two
books under consideration here are a
case in point.
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Clarence Senior is a man who has dedicated his life to helping the adjustment
of Puerto Rican immigrants to the United
States. A professor of sociology at Brooklyn College, he has taught at the University of Puerto Rico, and was a director
of an important Columbia University
study of the Puerto Rican migrant in
New York City. He was for a time director of the New York office of the Migration Division of the Department of Labor,
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico—described
by Nathan Glazer as the Puerto Rican
equivalent of the N.A.A.C.P.—and continues to work as a consultant for it from
his present position on the New York
City Board of Education.
For a man who has done such fine
work, his present book about the Puerto
Ricans is curiously disappointing. In fact,
it is scarcely about the Puerto Ricans at
all, giving one-third of its brief 111 pages
to a discussion of the American traditions of immigration and absorption of
minority groups, and then passing on to
what is mainly an editorial against prejudicial American attitudes concerning
the Puerto Ricans as a group. This is all,
of course, to a very worthy end. The
book is impressively steeped in its good
intentions—it is published under the auspices of the B'nai Brith Anti-defamation
League, and contains a brief but enthusiastic foreword by Vice-President
Hubert H. Humphrey. But, in the course
of his extended and vehement denunciation of prejudice, Professor Senior
spares hardly a. word about what might be
the causes of the particular prejudices
against the Puerto Ricans, other than
making a few broad historical observations about attitudes toward "strangers."
He can do no wrong among readers of
good will, but he is certainly making it
easier for the hostile reader to reject his
arguments when his large chapter about
Puerto Rican accomplishments deals simply with activities on the island of Puerto
Rico. The New York tenement dweller,
bristling at the presence of Puerto Ricans
on his block, did not need Professor
Senior to tell him that he can have no-

thing in the world against Luis MufionzMarin. Where is the New York Puerto
Rican himself?
He is not to be found, outside of a few
abstract statistics. There is more goodwill to be derived from one bite of the
sweet and airy pastry from a LatinAmerican bakery-shop than from all
Professor Senior's debunking statistics
about comparative group-crime rates.
There is also prejudice to be learned in
the New York streets, but Professor Senior
does not talk about its sources. Rather
he tries, through a method of sweeping
generalizations that is both generoushearted and superficial, to show the
reader that there can be no reason whatsoever for group prejudice, and therefore
tends to impart the illusion that prejudice can somehow be dealt with by a
sweep of the hand, by earnest arguing
with those who harbor it, by proceeding
as if it will collapse like a house of cards
under the weight of good will and rationality. This is the method of classical
liberalism: a rational man reasoning out
problems with rational men. But the millions of irrational men and women who
are the source of the problem in the
first place will not be won over in this
way. Perhaps the rational men would be
better able to help effect a cure if they
would begin with a frank diagnosis.
Spanish Harlem, by Patricia Cayo Sexton, has editorializing intentions, as does
Professor Senior's book, but it is more
successful at being a careful and informative study. Mrs. Sexton spent two years
studying Spanish Harlem, apparently living there some or all of that time, and
the result is a book crammed with facts
and interesting observations about the
Puerto Rican ghetto of New York. One
can learn a lot from this book. But there
still remains in this book the shortcoming of seeing statistics, problems, abstractions, more readily than people. It is
symptomatic that a large amount of space
in this book is spent in discussing various
anti-poverty organizations and their nonPuerto Rican leaders. One gets the impression of a Spanish Harlem consisting
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basically of two elements: an extreme,
impersonal poverty, and a host of outsiders working to solve the community's
problems. Surely there are many of those
outsiders who have looked closely enough
at the people among whom they are working to be able to describe them, the people themselves. Instead, in a book of
this sort, the latter tend to look rather
more like "cases" than like human beings. This result is certainly not from a
want of good intentions. Perhaps it is
the result of nothing more than the absence of, say, a Jane Addams, who happened to have a talent for describing
the people among whom she worked that
would not have been unworthy of a
novelist.
RONALD SANDERS

WHERE SCIENCE AND POLITICS MEET,

by Jerome B. Wiesner. McGraw-Hill Book Company,
New York, 1965.
THIS BOOK is a collection of talks and

magazine articles, surprisingly referred to
as "papers" by the author, who should
know what is expected of a scientific paper. It is an "important" book, Wiesner
having been a top scientific advisor to
President Eisenhower and President Kennedy's Special Assistant for Science and
Technology; his book was reviewed on
page 1 of the New York Times Sunday
Book Review, May 2, 1965. The collection
is divided into three parts, the first dealing with governmental policy in support
of science, the second with science education, and the third part with disarmament. The first two parts are notable for
their liberal rhetoric, expressions of tolerance, moderation, and good fellowship,
all combined with acceptance of reactionary ideas and policies. Problem after
problem is thoughtfully turned over by
a pipe-smoking headmaster, wise in the
ways of the world, and then shelved.
Wiesner is the perfect Scientist (actually,
despite his present position as Dean of
the School of Science at M.I.T., he is an
engineer, not a scientist) for the presi-

dent of any conservative institution,
whether it be a bank, a university, or a
government. The net result of his discussions is always, solemnly and ambiguously, to re-affirm, (a) the role that scientists play in American politics, (b) the
role that the universities play in the defense program, and (c) the role that
America plays in the world under the
banner of anti-Communism.
Although there is considerable discussion of the space program, not a word is
mentioned concerning its fraudulent aspects, i.e., a military program being
foisted as predominantly scientific research. Although he is fascinated by the
technical aspects of automation, Wiesner
never gets beyond the phrase, "creating
the social structure which is needed to
achieve a wise and full utilization of out
industrial and technical capabilities."
Although there are two interesting descriptions of how a Harvard computer
simulator group tackled a problem of
agricultural production in Pakistan, we
are never taken past the discovery that
"there needed to be a major effort to improve the human resources." Although
many facts and figures are cited concerning the enormous, mushrooming government subsidization of American science,
no recommendations are forthcoming as
to how considerations of national policy
are to be integrated with considerations
of the development of science itself.
THE THIRD PART of the book, entitled

"Learning about Disarmament," is an
introduction to the intricacies of inspection and deterrence. None of the problems is discussed in depth, but if a
readable, understandable, well-informed,
superficial survey is wanted, this is a
good book to begin with. Wiesner's frankness is helpful; two of the most valuable
"asides" are:
The really interesting statement to be
made about the atomic power of the
United States is not that it is declining because of the Test Ban Treaty,
but that it is piling up at very heavy
costs long after we already have more
enough to destroy most of the world
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and contaminate the entire globe at
the same time.
And
[we] have learned that earlier we had
vastly overestimated the Soviet military strength and in the process probably misinterpreted their intentions
as well. We see no signs of the knockout first strike capability that we
feared for so many years.
Neither of these "asides" is followed
up because Wiesner sees disarmament
only in technical terms, not political. He
is a computer man, with a background
primarily in the field of military technology. He never questions that a disarmament scheme must be rejected if at
any stage either side has a reasonable
chance to cheat; in other words, disarmament is to be accomplished in the teeth
of mutual distrust. For Wiesner, this is
a fascinating game in which the major
moves are to be decided with the aid of
electronic computers.
Wiesner does not seem to understand
that peace is a political state of affairs,
that the only times and places where
peace is secure, e.g., between the United
States, Canada, and Western Europe, the
sort of guarantees he laboriously evaluates are not even proposed. At one point,
however, he senses the futility of his
analyses:
The acceptability or desirability of
many proposed disarmament systems
depends more upon political issues
than upon military safety, though
this is rarely realized or admitted.
For example, the U.S.S.R. proposal
for "general and complete disarmament" would probably result in a
world safe enough for the two countries, but one in which neither the
United States nor the Soviet Union
would have any control of conditions
in other parts of the world. Is either
of us really prepared to accept this
situation? (p. 215.)
He never even attempts to answer his
own question, but, characteristically,
changes the subject at this point.

Properly understood, this is a book on
the futility of science. A "properly safeguarded" disarmament program is probably impossible in an age when weapons
can cross oceans in minutes, can be concealed in barns, trucks and ships, can
destroy anything above ground and will
be obsoleted by "advances" within a few
years.
EDWARD SPEYER

BLACK UTOPIA: NEGRO COMMUNAL
EXPERIMENTS IN AMERICA, by

William H. Pease and Jane Pease.
University of Wisconsin Press,
Madison, Wisconsin. 1963. 204
pp. $4.00.
THIS BOOK IS A FASCINATINC study of

the

Negro communities established in the
states of the Old Northwest and in
Ontario, Canada, during the generation
before the Civil War. Perhaps 3300 or
5,000 free Negroes, largely fugitive slaves,
settled in these communities, the most
important of which were in Canada. Unlike the white Utopian communities of
the period these Negro settlements lacked
a socialistic or communistic ideology.
Rather they aimed to inculcate the freedmen with American middle-class virtues
and thus prepare them for participation
in an individualistic, entrepreneurial society.
These communities ranged from those
created by slaveowners for their emancipated slaves, through communities
founded by free Negroes wishing to escape
from the restrictions imposed on them
even in Northern states, to communities
established and led by white missionaries
and philanthropists. Most of them,
whether led by Negroes or whites, failed
-chiefly, according to the authors, because
of inadequate leadership. The most successful were the Elgin community in Ontario founded and led by a Presbyterian
minister and ex-slaveholder, and the Port
Royal, S.C. experiment, conducted during the Civil War by the federal government and then by a New England entrepreneur with both humanitarian and
profit-making motives, on sea-island cotton plantations.
But these communities were peripheral
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to the mainstream of abolitionist activity,
and even where relatively successful for
some years, were, as the authors point
out, irrelevant to the central question of
Negro participation in American society.
"They trained the Negro to live in white
society—trained the Negro, that is, to
adjust. It never occurred to these communitarians, it seems, that the issue involved all o£ American Society, that to
solve it meant changing white attitudes
as well as black."
If this book has a weakness it is that
the authors have approached the subject
from the vantage point of the student of
American reform in the generation before
the Civil War—particularly such reform
movements as the Utopian communities
and the abolitionist movement—rather
than from the vantage point of how
Negroes regarded their future in American society. Perhaps for this reason they
have not portrayed the deep-seated alienation that prompted Negroes to display
considerable interest in these communities; nor have they adequately placed
them in a typology of various types of
Negro withdrawal from American society
—a continuum ranging from the establishing of segregated institutions to fullfledged colonization schemes. The Negro
communities discussed in this book lie
between these two types of withdrawal.
The leading authority on ante-bellum
Negro thinking, Howard H. Bell, has in
fact bracketed together the all-Negro communities of Canada and schemes of
colonization in Africa and Latin America as related types of nationalist manifestations. This expression of alienation
and nationalism was very evident—as were
also the petit-bourgeois values stressed by
the Peases—in the all-Negrb communities
that developed after the Civil War, such
as the attempt to form a Negro state in
Oklahoma, the Kowliga settlement in
Alabama, and Mound Bayou, Mississippi,
as well as numerous others. Though the
Peases do not make the point clear, the
Civil War certainly did not end attempts
to found Negro communities.
Exhaustively researched, thoroughly
documented, and exceedingly well written, this volume is an illuminating study
of a neglected but important facet of
American reform movements and Negro
life in the ante-bellum period.
AUGUST MEIER

SNCC T H E N E W ABOLITIONISTS, by
Howard Zinn, Beacon Press,
Boston, 1964. 246 pp. $4.95.
IF THIS SMALL VOLUME about the Student

Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SN
CC) contained little more than the statements of its members and adherents, it
would be extremely valuable for the insight it gives those of us removed by color,
background, distance, generation into the
minds and hearts of those young Negroes
who started and are continuing the civil
rights revolution. But Howard Zinn's excellent account does far more than that.
As SNCC advisor and participant he gives
us the sense and feel of this movement as
its members participate in direct action
projects, voter registration, as they go on
freedom rides or march off to the jails of
Mississippi, Georgia and Alabama, full of
courage, fear and hope.
From the historic sit-ins of 1960, in
North Carolina through the March on
Washington in summer 1963, Zinn reports
and analyzes the dramatic civil rights
events which aroused Negroes—South and
North — and produced and consolidated
the remarkable SNCC. Actions in McComb, Greenwood and Hattiesburg, Mississippi; Selma, Alabama; Albany, Georgia;
are reported in detail. There is also a
thought-provoking discussion of the role
of the federal government and its essential failure to protect civil rights in the
South.
The nascent ideology of SNCC is moving beyond race. Its members are not satisfied merely to be served at a Woolworth's lunch counter; they want to reshape society. Their attitude is perhaps
best expressed by a young SNCC veteran
quoted by Zinn as saying:
It's not hard to interpret what our
parents mean by a better world. You
know, go to school, son, and get a
good education. And what do you do
with this? You get a degree, you move
into some little community housing
project, you get married, five kids and
two cars, and you don't care what's
happening. . . . So I think when we
talk about growing up in a better
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world, a new world, we mean changing the world to a different place.
The "new abolitionists" are struggling
to change the face of the South. That
struggle, they hope, will provide the basis
for a new world. Howard Zinn's multifaceted portrait of SNCC gives us every
reason to hope along with them.

REVOLUTION AND DEFEAT — T H E
STORY OF THE GREEK COMMU-

NIST

PARTY,

by D.

George

Kousoulas. Oxford University
Press, New York, 1965, 295 pp.
$7.00.
STUDENTS, CONDITIONED BY A MONOCHROME

picture of Communism as conspiracy, are
often puzzled by the popular support
which Communists get in various places.
Greece is one such place where the Communists have received considerable backing, though never a majority.
Professor Kousoulas now teaches at
Howard University. He was once a prisoner of ELAS, the Greek Communist partisans, although he too was a leader of
the resistance to the Nazi invaders. His
book is a brilliant contribution to understanding the history of our time and to
explaining what it is that enables Communists to win influence and what it is
that reduces such influence.
One of the anomalies of contemporary
history is the contrast between the promise and the reality of Communism. Thus,
the author traces the origins of the
Greek C. P. to the formation of the Socialist Labor Party in 1918. This party
was soon to become the Greek affiliate
of the Communist International, but at
its founding meeting the party adopted
these demands:
Complete freedom of assembly, association, etc.; complete freedom of
the press without censorship or limitations; complete assurance of personal liberty, compensation for any
person detained illegally, inviolability
of the home; an eight-hour working
day, protective measures for the workers, prohibition of night work for

women and chillren, and the abolition
of any law curbing the right to strike.
It was only among a small group of
leaders that there was concern or even
torment of mind when the Comintern
soon imposed its 21 Conditions on all
affiliates. These 21 Conditions provided
for illegal activity by each party, for
treason and conspiracy. But to the working people fighting for elementary rights
against poverty and oppression Moscow
and its 21 Conditions were very far away.
Even so it was only when the Greek
Communists dropped their support for
anti-national demands, such as the separation of Macedonia from Greece, and
merged their social demands with the defense of Greek national existence, that
they began to win wider support. A great
opportunity came with the invasion of
Greece by Mussolini's fascism in 1940. A
letter from the imprisoned leader of the
Party, Nikos Zachariades, called for defense of the country. It was this letter
which the Greek Communists plastered
on huge posters all over Greece after the
liberation in October, 1944. But these
posters omitted one phrase that had been
in the original letter, one that called for
support of the fight "directed by the
Metaxas Government."
How much a creature of Moscow the
party was soon became clear in 1940, just
one month after the first Zachariades letter was written. He wrote another one
on November 26, 1940 in which he suddenly discovered that the defensive war
against the Italians was "an imperialist
war." Needless to say, this was not the
letter put up on billboards in 1944.
THE SINGLE BICGEST factor in the rise of

Communist influence was the resistance
organized by the Greek Communists to
the German occupation. During this period the Greek Communists skillfully organized alliances with non-Communists
and were the major factor, by far, in the
resistance.
Professor Kousoulas traces the step-bystep efforts of the Greek Communists to
change the struggle for routing the Nazi
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invaders into a fight for Communist
power. But there was a fatal flaw in the
Greek Communist position. Stalin had
agreed with Churchill that Greece was
to be a British sphere of influence. British intervention barred the way to the
evolution of Greece as a "people's democracy," alongside Bulgaria, Hungary,
Romania and the rest.
It's amazing to follow the dreary record of how Communist leaders denounced
previous Communist leaders as traitors,
only to fall by the same denunciations
themselves. Thus, Markos, the hero of
ELAS, was denounced by Siantos; then
Siantos was denounced by Zachariades.
Zachariades also denounced Karayiorgis
and Ioannides. But then Zachariades was
himself denounced by Grozos. Who will,
in turn, denounce Grozos is not yet
known.
In recent times the Greek Communists
have lost ground. But they still mustered
some 14 per cent of the vote last year.
As Professor Kousoulas indicates, suppression is not the answer to Communism. He wisely counsels that "a more
equitable—and economically more productive—distribution of the increasing
national wealth" is a vital key to reducing the influence of the Communists.
JOSEPH CLARK

by Boris
Stern. Foreword by Isadore
Lubin. Public Affairs Press,
Washington, D. C, 1965.

THE KIBBUTZ THAT WAS,

THE TITLE, The Kibbutz That Was, reflects the author's ambivalent attitude
toward the kibbutz, and the vision of a
new society that it represents.
Mr. Stern does not think the kibbutzim
are on their way out. In fact he concludes
that they are the "most imaginative and
unique institution in Israel" and will
continue, but with modification.
The book is a readable, but elementary work on the subject although it gives
the appearance of containing much research and does disclose a few new facts.
It touches on many of the issues involved,

but omits any mention of such important institutions as marriage and religion.
Stern does not mention that 100% of
the kibbutz children receive a complete
high school education, in contrast to a
minority of Israeli children outside of
the kibbutz who enter high school. This
is an important element in a discussion
of standard of living.
A major error of commission rather
than omission is the statement that
women are "compelled" to take service
jobs. While it is true that, by and large,
most kibbutz women are in these fields,
there is no compulsion. It is the women
who turn down the more arduous jobs
they once sought as representing the citadels of male superiority. The will power
of one generation of women to prove
their equality succumbed to ancient customs still prevailing in the surrounding
society. Kibbutz women returned to service occupations.
The reader does not get a real "feel"
for the ideology of the kibbutz and its
basic concepts. One expects this deemphasizing of ideology from an American
author. However, Stern's experience with
the U.S. Economic Administration in
Greece, and 30 years in the U.S. Department of Labor, led me to expect more
of an economic evaluation of the kibbutz.
Apart from its vision, is the kibbutz a
successful economic institution? How does
it compare in labor productivity, etc., to
other forms of social organization? On
the first question the author is convinced
that the kibbutz is a viable economic setup. On the second, he tantalizes us with
hints that the kibbutz is more efficient,
both in consumption and in production
than other Israel economic forms. But nowhere does he really develop and prove
the point.
Do we have to choose between efficiency
and social advance, or does a rational social organization give us more efficiency
as a bonus? Unfortunately, the author
—despite his qualifications—does not delve
deeply enough into this aspect of the
kibbutz to give some clue to an answer.
A. FRIEND

127

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED

THE EFFECTS OF CIVILIZATION OF
THE PEOPLE IN EUROPEAN
STATES, by Charles Hall. [1805]

Augustus M. Kelley, Bookseller, New York: 1965. 349
pp. $12.50.
BABEUF'S CONSPIRACY FOR EQUAL-

ITY, by Philippe Buonarroti,
Translated by Bronterro
O'Brien [1836]. Augustus M.
Kelley, Bookseller, 1965. 454
pp. $12.50.
THESE ARE VERY NEARLY the earliest

sub-

stantial works that can legitimately be
called socialist. Hall's book, published in
1805, is not only pre-Marxian but preRicardian as well, yet it anticipates the
gist of Marxian (and Ricardian) socialism. It presents a coherent theory of economic exploitation and an attempt to
describe and measure that exploitation
which stands up well under modern
standards. Buonarroti's is the famed history of the abortive conspiracy of 1794,
the pioneer effort (save for Winstanley's)
at socialist revolution.
Hall was a medical doctor who held
that "the principal effect of civilization
is the reduction of the mass of the people
in civilized societies to their present condition [i.e., poverty]" and that a physician
is the most proper person to describe that
condition. His book argues well for both
contentions.
Wealth, according to Hall, is the power
to coerce people, and that power produces
the exploitive wage-labor agreement. The
person in possession of the things which
the poor man stands in need of says to
the poor laborer, "If you will labor for
me in such and such a way, I will give
you out of those things such as you stand
in need of; but unless you will do those
things which I require of you, you shall
have none of them." Thus the labor
agreement "is no voluntary compact equally advantageous on both sides, but an
absolute compulsion on the part of masters, and an absolute necessity on the
part of the workman to accept it." Out
of that forced compact arises the exploitation of workers, which Hall estimated to

be then at the rate of 8 to 1: "The poor
themselves enjoy only forty millions, i."e.,
about one-eighth part, or the produce
of one-eighth part of their time," and
hence "one day in eight, or one hour in
a day, is all the time the poor man is
allowed to work for himself, his wife
and his children." All the rest of his time
the laborer works for other people.
An increase in wealth means an increased claim on the labor of the people
and at the same time "an increase of
poverty in the people, as it subjects them
to new and additional demands for the
produce of their labor." It thus causes the
rate of exploitation to increase, so that
laborers "are obliged to employ more of
their time furnishing those things thus
claimed of them; and of course still less
of their time and labor is employed in
furnishing such things as they themselves
stand in need of." And moreover: "more
people are reduced to that state: and
this is done by throwing down those
people that were a little above the line
that divides the rich from the poor, to
the other side, or below it." And no
end is in sight: "there are no bounds to
the quantity of labor that the rich may
have a power of claiming from the people; and, by consequence, of the diminution of the necessaries of life that remain
to the poor for their own use." Thus no
happy, revolutionary ending can be prophesied. Nor can governmental reforms
be hoped for. Governments, whether
monarchical or republican, are dominated
by wealth.
Hall's analysis is therefore far bleaker
than Marx's but it contains the essentials
of what has since been called Marxism,
but free from Marx's pretentious terminology. More interesting (and perhaps
because Hall preceded Ricardo) he is
free from Marx's mystical fixation upon
"value" and upon the foolish hope that
if wages were depressed substantially below the value of labor power a revolution
must erupt. Hall, the physician, was better able than Marx, the metaphysician,
to see that there was no bottom limit to
pauperization. Hence Hall's pessimism.
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but hence also his more accurate understanding of social reality.
To turn from Hall to Buonarroti is to
pass from science to Utopian romance, but
the romance being a real-life one the
passage is worthwhile. Buonarroti published his history of Babeuf's conspiracy
in 1828 and for the rest of the century
it remained the only general source for
information about Babeuvism. It offers
us a short account of the French Revolution up to 1794, from the viewpoint of
the equalitarians, and a lengthy description of the Babeuf sect itself: what it
did, how it functioned, what it desired
and the words in which it expressed its
desires, and what happened to its leaders.
(It ended with the execution of Babeuf
and Darthe and the nominal banishment
of five others, including Buonarroti.) Following it, appears a lengthy collection of
"justificative pieces," including many of
the manifestos, letters, addresses and
what not which the Babeuvians produced.
The English edition of Buonarroti's
history was published by Bronterre
O'Brien (sub. nom. Bronterre) in 1836
and it is that edition (photocopied,—as is
Hall's book) which is now republished,
though in a single volume. To Buonarroti's "justificative pieces," Bronterre
added four Owenite manifestos, dating
from 1833 and 1834, so that these "pieces"
(totalling some 170 pages) comprise a
kind of documentary history of early
Anglo-French socialism. In many respects
these comprise the most interesting part
of the book.
BURTON HALL
POLITICS IN THE CONGO—DECOLONIZATION AND INDEPENDENCE, by

Crawford Young. Princeton
University Press, Princeton,
N. J., 1965, 644 pp. $12.50.

prongs were the colonial administration,
the Catholic church and the Belgian corporations. The author cites Thomas
Hodgkin's Nationalism in Colonial Africa
which aptly summarizes Belgian colonial
policy as: "the conviction that it is possible, by expert administration, to arrest
social and political change."
Though maintaining a most academic
objectivity Professor Young presents a
detailed and documented record which
adds up to an indictment of colonialism
at its very worst. As to the church, the
author cites a leading Catholic figure of
the thirties, Monsignor Roelens, who
praises "the entire colonial elite" because
"they are persuaded that only the Christian-Catholic religion, based on authority,
is capable of changing native mentality,
of giving to our Africans a clear and intimate consciousness of their duties, of
inspiring in them respect for authority
and a spirit of loyalty toward Belgium."
For the colonial administrators, the
author shows that their responsibility was
mainly "to give full support to the companies in recruiting labor." By any definition it was forced labor. And the corporations enjoyed the benefits of such
splendid cooperation from church and
state. They were mainly subsidiaries of
giant holding companies. The best known
is the Societe Generate de Belgique with
controlling interests in mining, diamonds,
railroads, agriculture, tin, cattle and
other riches.
It was of course inevitable that the
Belgian policy, which deprived the Congolese of an educated and professional
elite, would produce the chaos that followed independence. Thanks to the United Nations some national coherence returned to the Congo.
Students of Africa will find this an indispensable book.

J. C

PROFESSOR YOUNG DESCRIBES the winning

of independence by the Congolese in
1960 as the revolution without revolutionaries. That it was such a revolution
is a sorry tribute to Belgian rule.
Belgian colonial power in the Congo
rested on an unholy trinity. The three

THE

PERMANENT CRISIS, by Kurt
London. Walker & Co., New
York, 1962, 311 pp. $6.00.

GOOD INTENTIONS ARE NOT a very good

substitute for objective analysis in deal-
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ing with Communism (or, for that matter, with any other subject). Professor
London makes a praiseworthy suggestion
that we shed long-held concepts and develop new ones befitting the requirements
of our changing world. Alas, he himself
sheds no old dogmas about Communism
and world politics.
Thus, London finds the world divided
on bipolar lines and the main antoginists
are the "two major nuclear contestants."
Has the Sino-Soviet conflict introduced
any important changes? Not in London's
view: "Communist China's emergence,"
London writes, "as 'coequal' power in the
'socialist camp' does not alter this situation, since the camp is basically united
by a secular religion which spawns common objectives and common hatreds."
If nothing else the history of religions,
united by common dogmas, should have
been a guide for the author.
There still is a Communist bloc, London says, and it exists "as an ideological
entity." Perhaps the most dismal of the
long-held concepts to which London
clings is that "our" side in the cold war
is, and must be the "traditional." And
the other side, the enemy is the revolutionary. It would be difficult to invent a
recipe for the defeat of freedom and democracy more calculated to succeed than
that one.
JOSEPH CLARK
THE

ROOSEVELT-LITVINOV AGREEMENTS—THE AMERICAN VIEW,

by Donald G. Bishop. Syracuse
University P r e s s , Syracuse,
New York, 1965, 287 pp. $7.50.
WAS AMERICAN RECOGNITION of the Soviet

Government in 1933 responsible for this
country's difficulties with Communism?
To the Goldwater faction in our body
politic the Roosevelt-Litvinov agreements
were the political equivalent of original
sin. Professor Bishop, however, sets out
a cool, objective and heavily documented
record. He details the Soviet violations of
the agreements. But it is a measure of
his scholarly and objective approach that
he concludes that our relations with

Moscow have not been fruitless, fiom
America's viewpoint.
Bishop tells the long story of agreement and violation. He reviews the agreements and Soviet actions on noninterference in internal affairs, freedom of
worship, legal protection for American
nationals, Soviet debts. Soviet violations
of the agreement on noninterference
didn't make the problems of Communism
better or worse for us, but the author is
perspicacious enough to see that in this
respect "the Soviet government was its
own worst enemy and we, the beneficiary." We did succeed in protecting the
rights of some of our nationals in the
Soviet Union. But far and away the main
thing was, as Bishop puts it: "establishment of diplomatic relations between the
two governments was the most important
single factor on which the Second World
War anti-Hitler coalition rested."

J. C.
COMMUNITY OF FATE: GERMAN-SOVIET DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

1922-1928, by Kurt Rosenbaum. Syracuse University
Press, Syracuse, N.Y., 1965, 316
pp. $6.75.
BIZARRE IS AT LEAST one word for the re-

lations between Germany and Soviet Russia between the two world wars. These
relations were featured by Soviet efforts
to overthrow the German Government
along with an economic and military entente between both governments which
enabled Germany to violate the provisions
of the Versailles Treaty. This collaboration was an important reason why the
Reichswehr became a formidable instrument by the time Hitler took it over.
Military collaboration between the two
countries included production of poison
gas for the German armed forces on
Soviet soil, production of tanks and Junker
planes under German technical and military guidance and joint training activities
of the Red Army and the Reichswehr.
The Western powers were not unduly
alarmed by the periodic revelations of how
Germany was circumventing the arma-
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ment provisions of the Treaty of Versailles with Russian help. After all, as
Professor Kosenbaum points out, the
Western powers themselves were "attempting to revise Versailles and aid Germany
in every possible way to regain her status
as a Great Power . . ."
This is a detailed and extremely well
documented record of the peculiar and
fateful collaboration between Germany
and the Soviet Union in the interlude
between the bloodletting. Readers will
find that the stories of the Bozenhart
case, the Student, the Cheka, the Shakhty
trials, match anything appearing in the
fictional thrillers and mysteries these days.
The record is stranger by far than fiction.

J. C.

of the General's character. Though he is
critical of his achievements he does show
that under MacArthur's occupation the
Zaibatsu were broken up, free trade unionism was guaranteed, free speech and
the right of assemblage and organization
guaranteed. There is a naive and superficial cast to the book but information
seeps through.

ONE

EUROPE:
T H E HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND
OF
EUROPEAN
UNITY, by Rene Albrecht-Car-

rie1. Doubleday & Co., New
York, N.Y., 338 pp. $5.95.
EUROPE IS AN IDEA that refuses to die ac-

cording to Albrecht-Carri£. The idea, as
he traces its historical development, is
primarily a legacy of Greece, Rome and
W I T H MACARTHUR IN JAPAN: A
Christianity. From the Greeks came the
PERSONAL HISTORY OF THE OC- emphasis on the use of the rational faculCUPATION, by Ambassador Wil- ty. From the Romans came concepts of
liam Sebald, with Russell unity and law. And from ehristianity
Brines. W. W. Norton & Co., Europe derived its concept of the value
New York, N.Y. 320 pp. $6.95. of the individual. The author believes
that "the seed of the democratic idea was
PERHAPS THE MOST INTERESTING thing about
Ambassador Sebald's book is its ambi- embedded in Christianity." Despite the
valent attitude toward General Mac- setbacks and conflicts that have obstructed
Arthur. The author is torn between hero European unity Albrecht-Carri^ is hopeworship and a candid recognition of the ful of the ultimate trend because he takes
rather unattractive authoritarian aspects a long historical view.

JOSEPH FREEMAN — August 9, 1965
As we go to press, we learn of the death of Joseph Freeman,
writer, poet, socialist, and a kind and gentle man.
We mourn his loss.
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The Outrage At Berkeley
To All Readers of New Politics:
As a result of the trials of the free speech students in Berkeley,
many of the demonstrators are now on their way to jail for refusing probationary terms intended to undermine political and civil rights activism
in the Bay Area. The vast majority of defendants have been convicted
of trespass and resisting arrest. Threatened by the free speech outburst and the new militantism on campus, the Establishment is now
exerting its authority.
Sentences of $150 plus court costs, ten days in jail—suspended,
and one year probation are being meted out to the ranlc-and-file.
Heavier fines, longer probation, and unsuspended jail sentences up to
120 days are being levied against alleged leaders. The political intent
of the Establishment is indicated by the terms of probation, and is the
object of the students' apprehension. As originally stated, the defendants were prohibited from "(a) Participating in any group trespass on
public or private property"; and "(c) Participating in any sit-in, walk-in,
stand-in or lie-in activity on the property of any private person or persons or corporations of any public entity." Through an "oversight,"
perhaps, the word unlawful had been left out. After a number of sentences had been handed down, "unlawful" was inserted. Following the
eloquent lead of Michael Duke, at least half (150) of the defendants
will refuse these noxious terms and be given jail sentences. These
sentences will be extended at the rate of one day per $10 for those
refusing to or unable to pay the fine.
The appeal bond for each of the defendants provided the coup de
grace for the whole proceedings. Bail for the appeals was fixed at $55
and up per defendant. The protestations of the defendants, their counsel, and the appeals of University professors have failed to get the bail
reduced or students released on their own recognizance. The unusually
high bond is a blatant attempt to bankrupt activists in the Bay Area.
Financial support is needed if the students are to be able to appeal
and remain free in the interim. If the appeals are refused, and in all
probability they will be, these students will be sent to jail for from five
to 120 days. Support from, the larger community will indicate that their
willingness to commit themselves to jail is not an isolated sacrifice, but
is part of an emerging student political movement.
Send contributions to: FREE SPEECH DEFENSE FUND, 2214 Grove
Street, Berkeley, California.
BRIAN O'BRIEN,
President, University Graduate Students Local
1570 — American Federation of Teachers
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