Culture

We Sold Our Soul for Rocanrol
By Benjamin Ortiz

I

n March 1989, University of Texas at
Austin premed student Mark Kilroy disappeared during a drunken spree that led
him and hundreds of spring-breakers from
South Padre Island across the Texas border
into Matamoros, Mexico. What promised

The Mexicutioner! The Best
of Bruj eria
Brujeria
Roadrunner Records (September 2003)
to be a carefree week of surf, sun and cheap
Mexican liquor became grisly grist for
tabloids, as an international manhunt
eventually discovered Kilroy’s body and the
mutilated remains of at least a dozen others
in a mass grave, located at what came to be
known as Hell Ranch.
The gruesome slaughter of mostly poor
Mexicans might have been buried forever
had it not been for Kilroy, a clean-cut
American with family connections to
U.S. Customs authorities. It turned out
that a drug-running cult had ritually sacrificed these victims to dark forces in order
to secure supernatural protection against
the police. Inspired by a mix of Caribbean
religions and voodoo-themed movies such
as The Believers, the cult’s charismatic
leader subsequently expired in a bloody
shootout with Mexico City federaks.
Likewise inspired, the hardcore wrcoSatcinico death metal group Brujeria seized
on the Hell Ranch butchery as a symbol
of cultural resistance to Anglo incursion,
tapping into the nexus of history and hysteria surrounding the status of Mexicans
in the United States. But far from an
earnest commitment to the prince of
darkness, their embrace of horrific, diabolical imagery consists more of that
American rock pose-scaring the hell out
of mom and dad, whether through pelvisshaking rhythms or parental advisory
warnings. Scholar Jose Lim6n described
this balance of Latino cultural accommodation-specifically through the mix of
music and communal standards-as a sort
of boogie-woogie with Beelzebub, in
1994’s Dancing With the Devil: Society a d
Cultural Poetics in MexicawAmerican
South Texas.
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O n October 2, 2003, a rock show at
Chicago’s Aragon Ballroom commemorated the 35th anniversary of another such
massacre, of student protestors at
Tlatelolco, Mexico City. But 18-year-old
Mex-American rockero Erik Duarte hadn’t
heard about lurid 1989 machete murders in
Matamoros or about recently declassified
documents showing that government
snipers opened fire on the students in 1968.
His teenage band Kardoid opened for
Brujeria, launching into the chorus of their
song “Amen”: “iSoy Satcinico!” (I am
Satanic!). The audience of largely Mex-

Dancing with Diablo

descent teens and twentysomethings, clad
in camouflage and Guevara chic,
responded raucously with the rock clichc
devil sign, holding up the index and pinky
fingers to mime Satan’s horns. “‘Soy
Satcinico’means I’m tired of being judged as
a freak for how I dress and the music I listen to,” Duarte emotes over the feedback.
“It’s like saying I’m your worst nightmare,
I’m the devil, whatever you’re afraid of.”
Typically, in much Latin hard rock,
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crunching power chords conflate politics
and pop culture, and the Mexican @’toa commonplace vocalization of sorrow and
celebration-serves as the rockero gloss on
everything from European conquest to
immigrant reconquista of the Americas.
Recasting Nortefio accordion music,
Brujeria metallizes the narco-corrido, an
updated troubadour tradition that lionizes
smugglers and border-hoppers to the status of national heroes. And honoring
Subcomandante Marcos, band members
cloak their faces in macho outlaw pose,
adopting such nom de guewe monikers as
Juan Brujo (Juan Witch), Asesino
(Assassin), and Fantasma (Phantasm).
They claim consort with Satan, sing the
praises of the mom-and-pop-killing
Menendez Brothers and Colombian drug
lord Pablo Escobar and exhort every potsmoking grefiudo (longhair) to spill
whitey’s blood on turf stolen from Mexico
(e.g. the album Matado Giieros, “Killing
Honkies”). Chronicling current events
much like corrido singers, Brujeria speaks
to such travails as Proposition 187 (on the
song “Pito Wilson”), border-crossing
casualties (“La Migra”), and the Zapatista
uprising (“Revoluci6n”). O n the track
“Consejos Narcos” (“Advice for
Narcos”), Juan Brujo articulates the basic
truths of drug running for Satanists. In a
humorously bizarre equation, he also
reduces nightmarish fantasies of Satanism
and Communism to the reality of the
Mexican P.R.I. : “Comunismo, Satanismo,
P. R .I .-es lo mismo (“Revoluci6n”).
The recent Best of Brujeria release
charts the band’s rise as a pioneering
Spanish-language metal band formed
from Mexican rockers and American
collaborators. With liner notes by Hank
Williams 111, the disc gives a sense of
their aggressive pose effected by an aural
barrage of growling, slashing barbarity
that sounds anything but typically
“Mexican.” But as their recent show at
the Aragon demonstrates, Brujeria is
proof of rock ’n’ roll’s absorption into the
immigrant soul-as a space of simultaneous resistance and capitulation to bedeviling American culture.

Ben Ortiz is a writer based in Chicago.
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Autism in a Needle? (cont’d from page 17)
questionable, vaccine preservatives become crucial. Single-dose
vials rather than multi-dose containers have provided one solution in the United States, but in the developing world that strategy poses challenges and costs. The World Health Organization
(WHO), which has a vast vaccination program, assessed the
thimerosal issue in 1999, prompted by the U.S. health agencies’
review. The agency echoed the U.S. position and declared in its
weekly newsletter: “With the weight of public opinion against
the use of mercury of any sort, WHO and other agencies has
begun the process of reducing and removing [thimerosal] from
vaccines.” The WHO outlined a three-year plan for creating
alternative preservatives and new vaccine delivery technologies
with the goal of eventually eliminating mercury.
Yet in 2003, WHO abandoned this aggressive plan and issued
a revised policy on thimerosal, citing its own vaccine advisory
committee’s decision that ethylmercury is less harmful than
methylmercury, and that “there is no reason on grounds of safety
to change immunization practices with [thimerosal]-containing
vaccines since the benefit outweighs any risks.” What happened
over four years, according to Dr. Philippe Duclos, coordinator of
WHO’S Immunization Safety Project, was a dose of reality.
“Taking thimerosol away was more tricky than originally
thought,” he said. “Taking it away might have created a vaccine
with a lower safety profile. And the use of monodose vaccines in
many places is difficult because of production capacity. Changing
the capacity is a major investment, and you can’t just assume
things will be done correctly. It takes time.”

Duclos insisted that recent research has shown risks associated
with thimerosal are more theoretical than real-and so far alternatives are elusive. “Vaccine distribution in developing countries is a tricky thing. If you use monodose, products will
overload the cold chain [the process by which vaccines are
maintained at between 2 and 8 degrees Celsius]. Expanding that
capacity would take a tremendous amount of time and money
and it becomes a matter of priorities.”
. For U.S. pharmaceuticals, though, the global market for vaccines containing thimerosal is a goldmine. UNICEF, the
WHO’Sparent body, purchases 40 percent of all vaccines used
in developing countries and Merck is its sole supplier. Merck
makes Recombivax HB, a Hepatitis B vaccine that contains
thimerosal.
Beyond the issue of thimerosal’s link to autism and developmental disorders lies the larger question of public trust in
national vaccination programs-in the United States and the
developing world, where global agencies like the WHO and its
health programs can be viewed as politically suspect. The
thimerosal debacle at the FDA and CDC, with its taint of conflicts of interest with big drug companies and compromised
research, does more harm than good, given that the medical
community’s primary directive is “First, do no harm.”
“I am a farm boy. 1 own a farm today. I am a person who knows
the value of vaccinations,” [Haley] said. “But if the American people realize how the CDC and the vaccine boards work, they are
going to lose faith, and that isn’t my doing. Its their own doing.”

Resisting Globalization (cont’d from page 23)
American policies that focused on free
markets and “getting prices right” blocked
technological change and capital accumulation needed for growth. Former World
Bank chief economist Joseph Stiglitz
argues that getting institutions right,
which includes greater democracy and
unionization of workers, is at least as
important to make trade work. Further,
developing countries should grow by
increasing domestic demand through
implementing policies that raise incomes
of workers and peasants as much as by
exporting goods.
Although NAFTA is the model for
FTAA,Mexico’s experience is not inspiring. Tmothy Wise from Tufts University’s
Global Development and Environment
Institute recently reported that since
Mexico began opening its markets, economic and job growth have been slow, job
quality and wages have declined, poverty
has increased, environmental quality has
deteriorated, the rural sector is in crisis, and
I N THESE TIMES
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Mexico has a global balance of payments
deficit despite its trade surplus with the
United States. Corporations have used
NAFTA’s provision for investor lawsuits
against governments to pursue-and typically win-millions of dollars in compensation from all three NAFTA governments
for regulations designed to protect public
health and the environment.

Free marketeers eye Brazil
Venezuela, which under Hugo Chavez
has become the FTAA’s fiercest critic,
wants as a precondition the establishment
of a development fund like the one the
European Union established for integrating poorer member countries. Also, if the
United States won’t discuss its procedures
to fight dumping or agriculture subsidies,
then Brazil is not interested in discussing
deregulation of services or investor protections. Meanwhile, Brazil is trying to
consolidate Latin American trading relationships, while the United States is using
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a combination of threats and promises to
establish bilateral trade relations with
individual countries such as Chile and
with smaller groups of countries like the
Central American Free Trade Agreement,
which may be completed this year.
The United States’ veiled threats to
negotiate FTAA without Brazil are hollow
because that South American giant is the
big corporate prize. “Going after bilaterals
and the Central American Free Trade
Agreement is all about getting Brazil,
backing them into a corner and making
them feel they have to give in,” says Sarah
Anderson, director of the global economy
project at the Institute for Policy Studies.
While Bush has domestic political reasons to postpone negotiations, his corporate allies feel they’re in a race against time.
Popular resistance to the policies enshrined
in FTAA is growing. “They figure if they
don’t lock it in now,” says Lori Wallach,
director of Public Citizen’s Global Trade
Watch, “it won’t be possible.” 1
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mages of human beings don’t appear
in the world conjured in the posters
of the Beehive Design Collective.
But, filtered through an intricate narrative
of metaphor and allegory, the posters
depict a world recognizably and disturbingly our own. It is the world of corporate globalization-contemporary colonialism and imperialism-and
people’s
resistance to it, all explained in pictures.
The Collective is a political graphics
workshop based in an old Grange hall (a
legacy of the anti-corporate Populist
organizing of the late 19th century) in
eastern Maine. Since 2000, tens of thousands of their posters have been distributed on “pollination tours” through college campuses, high schools and
community centers and at large-scale
convergences such as the April 2001
Summit of the Americas in Quebec City,
Canada. This fall’s tour will bring the
collective to the Miami protests of the
Free Trade Area of the Americas meetings from November 17-21 and the
School of the Americas protest in Georgia from November 2 1-23.
The Beehive artists prefer not to give
their names, or to describe themselves as
artists. “Instead of calling ourselves
‘artists,’we call ourselves ‘cultural workers,’” a female bee explained in a pollination tour stopover at Yale University in
October. They are “bees,” they say, and
their mission is to “cross-pollinate the
grassroots.” They are “anti-copyright”
and encourage people to download their
graphics from www.behivecollective.org
and put it to a political purpose.
Since 2001, the Bees have been

working on a trilogy of posters on corporate globalization. Parts one and
two dealt with the proposed FTAA
trade agreement and Plan Colombia,
the catchall name for U.S. military
and corporate intervention in that
South American country. The third
poster will focus on Plan Puebla-Panama,
a mega-infrastructure development project for southern Mexico and Central
America designed to facilitate corporate
exploitation of the region.

In creating the Plan Colombia poster,
Collective members spent four months in
Colombia and neighboring Ecuador talking to social justice and campesino groups.
What they learned was then woven into
a visually challenging but coherent narrative web. The Bees wanted to show not
only what they oppose-war, corporate
control and ecocide-but also what they
support: strong communities, labor solidarity, grassroots organizing and sustainable agriculture.
Rather than rely on graphic portrayal
of the indigenous people and the occupying powers, the posters employ plants and
animals that are region-specific. The Bees
depict an AWAK radar surveillance plane
as a flying scorpion and liken the cocafumigating cropdusters to locusts. Bloodsucking mosquitos with corporate logos
on their sides extract resources, visiting
ecological destruction on the countryside. Popular resistance to this assault is
the job of leaf cutter ants. The leaf cutters were chosen, according to the Bee
who addressed a group of students at Wesleyan University in Connecticut,
“because they are amazing agriculturalists
who farm trees” without destroying them.
They cut away at the edges of Colombia’s
“nightmare” to reveal the thriving society
and natural wealth beneath.
Following the FTAA and SOA convergences, Collective members will continue to Mexico and Central America,
accumulating input for their Plan PueblaPanama poster and spending New Year’s
Eve in Chiapas to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Zapatista uprising. Then, in
March, it’s time to swarm to the Americas
Social Forum in Quito, Ecuador. W
Hank Hoffman is LL writer baseif
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necticut.

Fm ordering iriforration Lhottt Plan
Colombia, Hiodevaswtion and othu
Beehive posters, or to learn inore about the
qoup’s upcoming Biodiversity Crossroads
M i d project, visit beehivecollec~cvr.org.
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