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Heady, Freddy?
Ferrer wins NYC mayoral
primary but faces a tough
runoff against Mark Green
ly Doug Ireland
New York City municipal elections
are a quadrennial exercise in racial
and ethnic politics. And despite the
attacks on the World Trade
Center—which took place on
Primary Day, resulting in the
annulment of the election
three and a half hours after the
polls opened—that truism was
again in evidence when the
primary was finally held two
weeks later.
The extraordinary showing
by Bronx Borough President
Fernando "Freddy" Ferrer—
who topped the Democratic
field of four mayoral candidates
with 35 percent of the vote to
Public Advocate Mark Green's
31 percent—was a testament to
the new ethnic reality in the
Big Apple, which is now
majority non-white.
Ferrer, a Puerto Rican from
the city's mostly Hispanic
northernmost borough, had
pinned his hopes on creating a
viable on-the-ground BlackHispanic coalition to take
advantage of the 2000
Census' demographic revelations. It worked. Turnout
among white voters was driven down
by the effects of the terrorist attacks,
while Hispanic and black voters came
out in droves. Complete returns were
not available at press time, but exit
polls showed that, for the first time,
the Hispanic vote equaled that of
blacks: 23 percent of the total.
From the beginning of the year, it
was Green—a one-time Nader's Raider
with a liberal reputation—who was the
putative front-runner, although there
had been little voter interest in the
dull race until after Labor Day. But in
the final week of campaigning, Ferrer
had picked up momentum: He won the
endorsement of politically potent

SEIU Health Workers Local 1199,
whose huge, mostly black and
Hispanic membership forced the
union's boss, Dennis Rivera, to take
1199 into the Ferrer camp.
And when the Rev. Al Sharpton got
out of jail after serving three months for
protesting U.S. bombing of the Puerto
Rican island of Vieques, he endorsed
Ferrer, who campaigned arm-in-arm
with him in the black community,
where Sharpton was greeted as a hero by
wildly enthusiastic crowds.

Fernando Ferrer outflanked Mark Green on 1
Ferrer and Green were neck-andneck in the opinion polls going into
September 11. But in the wake of the
Twin Towers disaster, all candidates
suspended campaigning for the
rescheduled primary—New Yorkers
were in mourning in a city in chaos.
Green is now paying for having made
the frontrunner's classic mistake: make
no waves. For six months he sat cautiously on his lead and his huge name
recognition (he is a former co-host of
CNN's Crossfire and adept at getting
press coverage). Green tap-danced to
the center—opposing parole, for example, and refusing to say, as Ferrer did,
that the four cops who riddled an inno-

cent black man, Amadou Diallo, with
41 bullets on his own doorstep, should
be kicked off the force. And Green
made his endorsement by Bill Bratton,
Mayor Rudy Giuliani's popular first
police commissioner, a centerpiece of
his campaign, adopting law-and-ordertinged rhetoric to appeal to so-called
Giuliani Democrats. Green's newly
minted centrism and his caution
drained enthusiasm for him among his
traditional progressive base.
At the same time, Ferrer outflanked
Green on his left by positioning himself as the "antiGiuliani," campaigning as the
SS spokesman for "the other New
York," those left out of the
city's economic boom.
Ferrer, however, is a pure
product of Bronx Democratic
machine politics who has been
all over the lot on issues. When
Ferrer ran for mayor four years
ago, he campaigned to the right,
coming out in favor of the death
penalty after having opposed it
for years—this year, he favored a
"moratorium."
Furthermore, white turnout
was dampened by the antics of
"Rudy the Rock" (as French
President Chirac dubbed the
term-limited mayor), who signaled his availability for another
four years if a way could be found
to overturn term limits by legislative action. Even though this
would have required approval
by the state legislature—whose
Democratic Speaker, Sheldon
Silver, hates Giuliani—would
certainly have blocked it, ignorant
media hype made a chunk of white
voters decide to "wait for Rudy" and
stay home.
As Green and Ferrer head toward an
October 11 runoff, suddenly it's a horse
race. Ferrer again has momentum—the
day after the voting, he picked up the
endorsement of the most conservative
of the four Democratic mayoral candidates, City Council Speaker Peter
Vallone, who got 20 percent of the
vote. Ferrer's problem is that only 7
percent of white voters supported him,
according to exit polls, which also
showed him losing to Green 51 to 40
percent in the runoff.
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But Ferrer has a powerful new campaign theme: "I rebuilt the Bronx, I can
rebuild New York" after the attacks
(even though Ferrer, in reality, had little
to do with the Bronx's revival). There's
panic in the Green camp; says a top
Green strategist, "Mark has to hug and
kiss Bill Bratton like they were on their
first date and hope whites are frightened
enough of Al Sharpton to come out."
But if Green maintains his centrist
course, his liberal base may stay home.
And Ferrer may pick up the support of
the powerful United Federation of
Teachers—he's made raising teacher
salaries a central issue, and the UFT
hates Green.
Green may have committed a major
blunder in agreeing to Giuliani's latest
maneuver to stay in office. Rudy asked
all mayoral candidates to join him in
asking the legislature to extend his
term until April. Ferrer said no, but
Green said yes—making him look
even more opportunistic. This could
lose him not only some of the 30 percent of the black vote Green got in the
primary, but, by making him look
weak, also nibble away at the white
vote. Term limits were passed twice by
the voters, and Rudy's chutzpah in
scheming to get around them is dissipating his "hero" image—it looks like
a coup, and many resent it.
Rendezvous October 11. •
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Show Stopper
The global justice
movement regroups in the
wake of the terrorist attacks
By David Moberg
For months the movement against corporate globalization had been building
for what looked like its biggest demonstration in the United States, planned
to coincide in late September with the
annual meeting of the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund in
Washington. But the September 11
attacks on the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon led to cancellation
of the official meetings and most of the
protests, temporarily throwing the
growing movement off-course and
forcing its leaders to reconsider their
near-term strategy.
Calling off the demonstration by what
was expected to be nearly 100,000 representatives of labor, environmental,
anti-corporate and solidarity movements
"represents an interruption and perhaps
the end of the momentum that started in
Seattle [at the 1999 World Trade
Organization protests]," says Soren
Ambrose, senior policy analyst of the
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Fifty Years Is Enough network. "But the
movement will continue. I don't think
we'll be thrown back to the pre-1999 situation where, aside from
the
anti-sweatshop movement, it was hard to
get our message out."
After September 11, the AFL-CIO—
which had made a major commitment
to the IMF protests—turned its energies
to support for workers hurt or lost in the
attacks and their families. Although the
Mobilization for Global Justice, one of
the principal coalitions building for the
protest, decided to continue a teach-in,
its leaders nearly unanimously agreed
that "it was not the time" for street
protests, especially since "the public
isn't in a mood to listen," says Chuck
Kaufman, national co-coordinator of
the Nicaragua Network.
In the days after the attacks, some
groups wanted to redirect their protest
against war and racism, and two smaller
organizations—the International Action
Center and a network called the AntiCapitalist Convergence, which emerged
out of last spring's demonstrations in
Quebec—decided to pursue scaled-down
actions for September 29 that were
focused on the threat of war. But many of
the groups involved in the original mobilization, which would have called for
cancellation of poor countries' debts,
widespread distribution of AIDS medications and opposition to "fast track" trade
promotion authority for Bush, said they
did not have an organizational mandate to
shift gears and focus on the prospect of
war. Other strategists worried that the
public might see a switch as simply opportunistic protest.
There was also no clear agreement
across the global justice movement on
how the United States should respond to
the September 11 attacks. Even among
labor unions, there were a range of reactions. While expressing support for the
victims, which included many union
members, most unions and the AFLCIO issued statements that emphasized
the need to avoid scapegoating Muslims
and Arabs in the United States (or, in
the case of the Service Employees,
attacked Rev. Jerry Falwell's crude effort
to blame the attacks on gays, pro-choice
advocates and others). Initially only the
Machinists union struck a bellicose note,
calling for "vengeance, pure and complete," employing the fighter jets its
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participate on November 9 in the international workplace protests organized by
the International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions against the WTO, which
is still scheduled to meet in Qatar.
Although the initiative may shift to
Europe and developing countries, most
leaders say the global justice movement
will be able to preserve the breadth of its
coalition and soon regain its strength,
even if there are divisions over the
response to terrorism.
"All of the same issues that motivated the movement will come back
center-stage sometime early next year
and earlier in other countries," says
John Cavanagh, director of the
Institute for Policy Studies. "The challenge for the movement is to think long
term. It has been 20 years in the making and won't go away." •
Demonstrations in Washington on September 29.
members make. Most unions were more
restrained. AFL-CIO President John
Sweeney offered boilerplate support for
the president and other leaders in a time
of crisis. Steelworkers President Leo
Gerard warned that in punishing those
responsible for the attacks, "care must be
taken not to repeat this most recent
tragedy by harming innocent men,
women and children," and he argued
that besides fighting terrorism, the country should "reassert our commitment to
combat the poverty and injustice that all
too often provide unwitting recruits for
the armies of the intolerant."
Although many in the global justice
movement believe that corporate globalization, and U.S. policies in particular,
contributed to conditions that have fostered terrorism in the Middle East, Robert
Weissman, co-director of Essential
Action, a Ralph Nader-founded corporate accountability group, argues that it is
important to "make connections between
corporate globalization and war in a
sophisticated and nuanced way" and to
"avoid conveying an opportunistic
approach that anything can be converted
into a corporate globalization story."
Others caution there is a danger that
the public, which has been broadly supportive of the movement's goals but also
overwhelmingly has backed a military
response, could see the globalization
movement as "anti-American," as a few

politicians and pundits have tried to
argue. (In an op-ed piece in the New
York Post, for example, Steven Schwarz
outrageously claimed that "the distance
between breaking the windows of
McDonald's to achieve that end [of
protesting corporate globalization] and
blowing up the World Trade Center is
pretty damned narrow.")
In any case, the movement and the
public are likely to be less tolerant of the
"Black Bloc's" property destruction tactics. "There's widespread recognition
that the talk about 'diversity of tactics'
and the actual employment of a diversity of tactics is going to have to be
severely moderated in the future," says
Stephen Kretzmann, an organizer of the
Mobilization for Global Justice. "We're
entering an area when all of our civil
liberties are in greater danger. The
patience of politicians, courts and the
public will be much less than before."
Even if the nation's political attention
will be focused on the response to terrorism, the movement against corporate
globalization will not disappear. The
AFL-CIO and other groups are still prepared to fight hard against granting trade
promotion authority (formerly called
"fast track") to Bush, just as congressional Republicans are cynically trying to
push the controversial measure as a
response to the terrorist attacks. Also,
the AFL-CIO will urge its affiliates to

The Garden
Slate
A new kind of conservative
leads a Republican
resurgence in New Jersey
3

2

By Dsn McDonough Jr.
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY—On the surface,
Bret Schundler's platform has obvious
appeal to New Jersey voters. The
Republican gubernatorial candidate
wants to tear down the plethora of tollbooths on the state's roads. He has plans
to reduce the tax burden on residents.
He wants to improve the state's schools.
He's also against abortion, under any
circumstances, which New Jersey is not.
And he's so enthusiastic about the
Second Amendment that he's said he
would consider allowing citizens to carry
concealed weapons.
Amazingly enough, many of the state's
politically moderate voters seem willing
to overlook Schundler's conservatism. In
June, Schundler, then mayor of Jersey
City, won the Republican gubernatorial
primary—beating former Rep. Bob
Franks, the moderate candidate of the
party establishment, by about 14 points.
Schundler became the first conservative
OCTOBER 29. 2001
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to win a statewide Republican primary
in more than 20 years.
This phenomenon isn't about New
Jersey voters falling to the conservative
side of the political spectrum—the polls
suggest otherwise. Instead, voters seem
to be responding to Schundler's policy
suggestions. Schundler has spent much
of his time on the campaign trail
addressing specific voter concerns.
For example, Schundler tells voters
he will tear down the unpopular toll
booths on New Jersey's Garden State
Parkway within months of taking
office. His opponent, Democratic
incumbent James McGreevey, tells
voters that the various toll-collecting
authorities in the state ought to be
merged. McGreevey's plan may make
sense to an economist, but Schundler's
resonates more with the voters.
"[Voters] believe politicians cave
into opposition," Schundler says. "I
point out all the political enemies I
have. They say, 'Maybe this guy has a
certain amount of courage.' "
Schundler's first foray into politics came
in 1992, when the Democratic mayor of
Jersey City ended up out of office and in
prison. Though that first victory was narrow, Schundler became the first OOP
mayor of the city since World War I.
When he was re-elected a year later, he
won with 69 percent of the vote.
Schundler's term as mayor in Jersey
City was marked by successes that won
him broad support among his con-
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town became a key priority for
>j Schundler. At the end of his term,
z Jersey City was recording 10 times the
8 job growth of the state's five other
> largest cities combined. This gave
| him broad appeal in many communities, even among minorities who
typically voted the Democratic line.
Schundler's success in Jersey City
advocating simple concepts—such as
suggesting that parents know best how
to care for their children, and giving
government employees more control
over their health care through medical
savings accounts—buoyed his brand of
compassionate conservatism on the
national scene. In 1999, William F.
Buckley Jr. joined in the fanfare by predicting that Schundler would be a top
presidential contender in 2008.
But Schundler has more immediate
concerns. His initiatives for educaBret Schundler: a populist Republican? tion in Jersey City have turned into a
stituency. Crime dropped—following proposal for school vouchers^—he'll
the national trend; taxes were stabilized; offer tax credits to parents who send
and the downtown economy boomed as their kids to private school—and a fight
Schundler attracted financial institu- against teacher tenure, which has
tions from across the water, becoming a enraged the unions. Even his popular
bedroom community for urban pioneers call for the elimination of tolls on the
who then buoyed property values. Rich Garden State Parkway may not be
businesses, though, weren't the only capable of closing McGreevey's doublebeneficiaries of Schundler's tenure in digit lead. An early August poll by
Jersey City.
Quinnipiac University put Schundler
With job losses in Jersey City outpac19 points behind McGreevey, though
ing the level of other distressed
17 percent of those polled remain undecommunities—such as Newark and cided, and 44 percent said they don't
Camden—luring new businesses into know enough about Schundler to form
an opinion one way or another.
But in such a socially moderate state,
Schundler's position on abortion is
clearly a political liability. A July poll
by Quinnipiac University found that
nearly half of all voters in New Jersey
say abortion should be generally available, while an additional 37 percent say
abortion should be available with
stricter limits. Only 14 percent of the
state's voters agree with Schundler that
abortion should never be permitted.
^3*5**™*™™1™
"Being pro-life is not politically expedient," Schundler said in a late July
interview. "There obviously is no doubt
about that."
The Schundler camp believes it can
overcome this discord. "Bret is not running under the conservative label, per
||IH|||lll§||i|i|iH||
se. He is a conservative, but that's not
what this campaign is about," says
Lauren Courcy
spokesman Bill Guhl, noting that they
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haven't made abortion a driving issue
ed by Quinnipiac University shortly after
in this race.
the September 11 attacks gives
That's what distinguishes Schundler , McGreevey a 44 to 30 lead, five, points
from other conservative candidates:. ' less than he had in August. Schundler
Schundler's conservatism isn't the centermay be closing in.
piece of his candidacy. "He didn't go • With national attention—and
around saying, 'You should vote for me
money—coming Schundler's way, the
because I'm a conservative,' " Guhl says,
final weeks of the campaign will be
"People aren't hung up on the conservative
intense. Schundler's practical, no-nonlabel. They're interested in the new ideas."
sense approach to concrete issues is
Though the last few weeks have been
gaining the interest not only of conservastressful—the campaigns virtually shut
tives, but of many other voters.
down after the attacks in New York and
"McGreevey is flirting with that
Washington—the dynamics of the cammagic 50 percent mark that politicians
paign
haven't
changed
much.
say spells victory," Quinnipiac UniverMcGreevey keeps trying to paint
sity polling institute director Maurice
Schundler as an extremist, and his posiCarroll said in August.
tion on abortion continues to be a
But the election is still several weeks
resounding note coming from the Demoff, and who knows what surprises
ocrats. Though McGreevey has a sizable
await. •
lead, he still needs to put up a tough fight
to prevent Schundler from making
Dan McDonough Jr. is a writer in New
another comeback. A new poll conductJersey.

Convert 'Em All [9.4]
When American Airlines Flight 77
crashed into the Pentagon, one of
the leading lights of Clinton
demonology, Barbara Olson, was
lost. She and her husband, Solicitor
General Ted Olson, are not exactly
sympathetic characters, unless of
course you believe in America-hating liberal conspiracies, but one
couldn't help but feel grief and
horror reading about their last cellphone conversation.
Wherever she is now, Barbara
might be happy to know that her
colleagues are calling for a jihad
of their own to avenge the dreadful events of September 11.
Leading the pack is syndicated
columnist Ann Coulter, a vicious
Clintonographer in her own right,
who complained bitterly in National
Review Online that our bombs
haven't yet rained down on
Muslims everywhere.
"This is no time to be precious
about locating the exact individuals directly involved in this
particular
terrorist
attack,"
Coulter fumed. "Those responsible include anyone anywhere in
the world who smiled in response
to the annihilation of patriots like
Barbara Olson.
"We should invade their countries, kill their leaders and convert
them to Christianity."

Out of South
Africa
On September 11, a little past 8 a.m.,
William Wong flew out of New York
headed for his Bay Area hometown.
Author of Yellow Journalist: Dispatches
from Asian America, Wong was on the
last leg of a long journey from Durban,
South Africa, where he had attended
the U.N. World Conference Against
Racism,
Racial
Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance
(WCAR). About 90 minutes into his
flight, the plane was ordered to land in

Mot Mme. Tussaud's |9.8|
The news doesn't get much better in militant Muslim quarters. A
Hamas student group at AI-Najah
University in the West Bank town
of Mablus staged an exhibit in late
September marking the anniversary
of "the second intifada" Along with
pictures of the past year's carnage,
the exhibit featured mock-ups of
terror scenes, complete with plastic body parts, fake blood and other
gruesome effects.
While the exhibit shows scenes of
violence against Palestinians as well,
according to a report in the New York
Times, what really drew attention to it
was a celebratory depiction of the
notorious suicide attack on the
Sbarro restaurant in Jerusalem. A
Sbarro sign was placed over the
entrance to the exhibit, and a large
mural of the blast was draped over
the facade of the building. Inside
severed limbs hung from the ceiling, as if in flight from explosion,
and gnawed pizza and other
debris were scattered throughout.
The whole tableau wasn't exactly a publicity coup for the
Palestinian leadership. Although
officials ordered the exhibit to be
closed, it remained open, albert a
little toned down. A severed hand
was removed, and some other
mock gore was covered up. This
disappointed some who attended.

"I would hope to see more of that," a
student told the 77mes. "As Palestian,
I hope to see more Israelis killed by
more Palestinians."

Standing Firm (2.4|
Meanwhile, a man in Washington
State has decided to show his solidarity with a nation in grief by
planting two American flags in the
six-foot phallus he carved out of a
tree stump in his front yard.
Jean Paul Parshall has long been
the bane of neighbors who find his
giant organ offensive, but county
sheriff's police have declined to
take any action, citing the right of
free expression. According to a
report on Ananova.com, Parshall
plans to deck his sculpture out with
lights for the Christmas season and
to fit it with a large condom to promote safe sex.
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