IHESETWtS
By John B. Judis
I WASHINGTON

___________________________

N 1985 MASSACHL'SKTTS INSTITUTE OF TECH

nology (MIT) President Paul E. Gray
explained to a congressional committee
why American tax dollars should be used
to foster closer relations between American
corporations and universities. "If the
Japanese have been eating our lunch," Gray
said, it is "because they have been much
more assiduous and effective ... at the process that takes an idea and translates it into
something which affects the market."
Gray recommended MIT's Industrial Liai-

BUSINESS
son Program (ILP) as a model for making
American firms more competitive. In the program, they pay for privileged access to university research and thus "gain a window
through which to view the developments of
technological research which assist them in
leapfrogging over the technical achievements of our foreign competitors," he said.
Gray's point might have been correct in
the abstract, but investigations by the House
Subcommittee on Human Resources and Intergovernmental Relations, chaired by Rep.
Ted Weiss (D-NY), have revealed that many
of the firms MIT's program serves are Japanese and Western European. Instead of making American firms more competitive, MIT's
program, partly financed through federal research grants, is aiding American competitors.
MIT's program is hardly the exception.
Many elite American universities, including
Stanford and the University of California at
Berkeley, have set up liaison programs in
which researchers, backed by taxpayer funding, give foreign businesses privileged access to scientific and engineering studies
and even advice about marketing strategies.
But MIT appears to be the grossest offender.
Selling research: MIT's Industrial Liaison
Program was begun in 1948. According to
the subcommittee's findings, MIT in 1975 established a sales office in Tokyo where it
recruits new firms and where MIT professors
can meet with representatives of Japanese
firms. To belong to ILP, 300 corporations pay
from $5,000 to $60,000 a year, depending on
their size. Unions need not apply.
For their fee, corporations get to discuss
research projects with MIT professors and
see the professors' research before it is published, (it often takes as long as two years
for scientific articles to be published.) ILP's
catalogue states that the program places "at
the disposal of industry the expertise and
resources of air the schools, departments,
centers and laboratories of MIT. it can assist
its member organizations in making
strategic business and technical decisions
and help them identify business opportunities."
MIT uses a point system to encourage professors to cooperate with the program, with
each point worth approximately $35. Providing an article is worth one point; a phone call
to a member firm is worth two; an on-campus
visit with a firm's representative is worth two
or more, and a visit to the firm is worth at
least twelve. Some faculty members amass
more than 100 points a year, which they can
use for professional travel and office expenses,
including computers.
Weiss and his staff got interested in MIT's
program because the university's research

Gray. The transcript reads as follows:
Weiss: "Are you at all concerned that
American taxpayers are paying for research
whose results are being sold to private industries that will not necessarily benefit the
American public?"
Gray: "No sir, I'm not. I take exception to
the statement in that it infers that we are
is so heavily funded by the government. The throughs. According to Business Week, "NEC selling these results to the Japanese or to
federal government provides about 86 percent chairman Koji Kobayashi credits access to other foreign citizens."
Weiss: "One MIT faculty member that we
of MIT's half-billion-dollar annual research MIT's research for much of NEC's success in
contacted does research pertaining to superbudget. MIT acknowledged that 337 faculty computers."
conductors and liquid crystals. Through the
members who worked with ILP from 1984 to
Industrial Liaison Program, he met with sci1988 received at least $100,000 each in grants Many elite American
entists
from several Japanese companies.
from the National Science Foundation (NSF)
universities,
such
as
Isn't
it
likely
that such meetings could help
or the National Institutes of Health (NIH).
a
Japanese
company
compete more successWeiss's staff contacted the 10 professors in Massachusetts Institute
fully against American companies?"
the MIT program who received the largest fedGray: "I suppose it is possible, but 1 don't
eral grants—between $3.1 million and $9.3 of Technology, offer
think it is necessarily likely and I think you
million from NSF or NIH. Eight of the 10 said programs that give
might inquire of those faculty."
that they dealt more with foreign than domesSince the hearings, MIT has stonewalled
tic corporations. Looked at in terms of points, foreign businesses
attempts by Weiss' staff to get more docuthey spent 34 percent of their time with Amer- privileged access to
ments about the ILP. Weiss' staff is also seekican corporations, 30 percent with Japanese
ing information on some 40 other industrial
companies, and 36 percent with other foreign tax-funded studies.
liaison programs.
companies. The faculty also acknowledged
Weiss' hearings created considerable conthat they discussed primarily their federally MIT stonewalls: Last June 13 Weiss' subcommittee held hearings on the MIT pro- troversy among educators. But rather than
funded research.
Japanese corporations have praised MIT gram. The hearings produced some amusing change their ways, college presidents appear
for providing them with important break- exchanges between the congressman and determined to follow MIT's example. Richard
M. Cyert, president of Carnegie-Mellon University, announced in July that his university
Stanford, corporations form integrated circuit
will now solicit Japanese business support
for its research. Cyert blamed the decision
officer," For this fee, corporations gain acon American businesses' reluctance to supcess to Stanford's electrical engineering deport the university's programs. "I do not feel
partment, one of the best in the country,
that American firms are responsive enough,
and its Integrated Circuits, Ginzton and
and I don't believe we can get the kind of
Solid-State laboratories.
support we want—and need—strictly from
Like the MIT program, the Stanford proAmerican firms," Cyert told the Chronicle of
gram allows member corporations to beHigher Education.
come intimately acquainted with faculty
Stanford is close behind MIT in giving
Leonard Minsky, the director of Ralph
foreign firms privileged access to governand student research well before it is made
Nader's Coalition for Universities in the Public
ment-funded research. It now has 37 differpublic. Every September, the faculty and
Interest, thinks that this attitude reflects a new
ent industrial liaison programs on campus.
students give the affiliates a special twoconception of the university's role. "Since the
day presentation of research in progress.
One of these is the Solid State Industrial
end of the '70s, universities have begun to
Affiliates, established in 1958.
There are currently 45 companies in the
change from public institutions that serve the
To become a member of the affiliates, a
Stanford program, of which 18 are foreignpublic interest to profit-making corporations,"
corporation pays an annual fee of $10,000,
based. These include Hitachi, Toshiba,
Minsky says. "What they have to sell is mainly
part of which goes to the faculty member
Sony, Matsushita, Mitsubishi and Thomson.
science and technology, and it doesn't matter
who will serve as the corporation's "liaison
J.B.J.
to them who they sell it to."
Qj

U.S.-funded research
becomes foreign affair
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Vogueing maycometoyour
town soon. "This is about what
we are going to be doing next.
It raises the ceiling on what
people can do and enjoy," explains Alice McCoy of Tom
Doody and Associates, the event
management firm that produced
The Chicago Voguers' Ball.
Under the slogan, "Style for
Life," the ball—a first for
Chicago—was a benefit for the
Howard Brown Memorial Clinic,
an AIDS treatment and research
center. Vogueing is a high-style
hybrid of fashion modeling, performance art, club dancing and
carnival camp. Voguers, bizarrely costumed, dance in teams
known as "houses," at events
known as "balls" where they
vogue for prizes —best house,
best house costume, best music
selection, most outrageous
house and so on. "Vogueing
daringly breaks away from the
standard serenity of the fashion
runway," says Tom Doody. "It
seemed to me when I woke up
the next morning that it had all
been dreamed, due to the surreal mix of people and imagery.
The crowd was everything,
stockbrokers, transvestites, •
macho men, models." "Technosexual" was the theme of the
dancers shown here from House
of Eso. They vogued in costumes by Ray Paseka, the airbrush muralist who designed
Esoteria, a club on Chicago's
Near North Side.

Drug war victims:
a rain forest,
restless natives and
U.S. pot smokers
President Bush's speech calling for
a $7.9 billion expenditure for the war
on drugs, with $449 million of that
headed for Latin America, has increased environmentalists' concerns that the real losers of this war

will be the ecosystem and the rural
poor of Latin America—especially
those living in zones controlled by
insurgency factions.
In August the Sierra Club Legal
Defense Fund released a study on
fumigation spraying in Guatemala.
Among its findings: the drug eradication program in El Peten province
affects the largest untouched rain
forest in Central America—a forest
that contains many endangered
wildlife and plant species. In addi-
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tion, the report documents the
poisoning and death of agricultural
workers present in fields during the
spraying, while citizens who drank
contaminated water from runoff into
streams suffered ulcerations of the
throat and tongue.
According to the report, Guatemala's northwest highlands region
is being targeted for the eradication
of marijuana and opium poppies, despite the fact that neither of these
plants grows well there. Guatemala

