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HE ADVERTISEMENT THAT APpeared simultaneously last
month In issues of Fortune,
Forties,, and Business Week
was nearly breathless in its appeal to companies now contemplating a
move to the Sun Belt.
"North Carolina," 5: boasts, "has
some of the most competitive wage rates
in the country. And the -work stoppage
rate here is one of the lowest on record
anywhere."
The state's worker's compensation rate
is also the lowest in the country, the ad
proudly proclaim.!, and "you can still
hire the kind of people thai mace America great.'5
A mere concise translation of the advertisementj rvhich was prepared and
paid for by the state Commerce Department, might read t:;;s way: North Carolina ranks 49th am sag tlis states in average hourly indvsrial ws.^es, jQih in percentage of unionized workers and has the
most restrict 1 •/- worker's compensation
law in the ci-Lt-vi: :••/, wr'ttsn :n 1931 and
taken almost "/ord for word from a 19th
century Britis!" statute.
The business climate is especially
favorable these days, with the bead of the
state AFL -CIO, Wilbur Hobby, about to
go on trial in federal court in Raleigh,
N.C., on fraud and conspiracy charges
growing -out of the alleged misuse of
CETA funds two years ago.
Hobby's trials -in and out of court —
offer an instructive example of why organized labor in North Carolina is in
such a fix.
Hobby's Defense Fund charges that he
is the target of selective political prosecution based on "vague," "flimsy"
charges generated by a mass of unfavorable and misleading publiqity. Hobby,
they say, "is not on triai for breaking the
law, but because he has consistently...
championed tar. cause of workers, minorities, women and the poor."
Since 1976, the fund and Hobby's attorneys point out, theie were 50 instances
of CRT A cent-acts in this judicial district
where audits indicated alleged overcharges of mere than S3 5 ,000. Yet in only
this instance have such charges resulted in
a federal prosecution.

A dubious §€oop=
In the autunir of 1979, Hobby was the
subject of s. lengthy s«rios of articles in
the Raleigh News & Observer, which
charged that the labor "boss" had received more thar. $'• million in combined
CETA grants to central srrtali companies
he controlled (••=. ptir.ti.i3 company called
Precision Graphics and another called
Precision Date) ana one operated by the
state AFL CIC (a instruction training
program, cafed the Caroisas Skill Advancement Csrritsr).
The News i?. Observer cid not charge
that there hsr been any theft or embezzlement, or that. f.hs CETA workers
on the three pi eject.?— rnosi of whom
were young blocks artd/or women — had
not been procsriy tr^n.sd. Nor did it
deny that as >. r^cdt rr.cs. were hired for
jobs in the v-.-i-'?/*: sents. vyhsr; their training was cciT!p:;:i:-.r;
There --.vac ""o vc/r: \ £ clssr implication tha ? t n ~ C-ZTA. sc.*r."£nts had been
awarded to : • " F FL-C1O air-ri Hobby's
°ss ss £ ':':.sl:tfc£! '0£ycff s> for la, '~ ".s .>wrr?.ccrsrL!c slate jn
".'if. 1976
:., "•-& the! thsrs had been
-':-,•: c~ ~/.::§r7<,-?,,?,ement,
inefficiency
. r;C~;:/ jcokk£?;jing.
r. : '-; ::;-- /Y.rw.r 1, Obser-

ver series was immediately picked up by
the Congressional Club, a fund-raising
machine created by Republican Sen.
Jesse Helms and operated by his longtime
associate, attorney Thomas Ellis. Slick,
scurrilous radio and television spots—of
a style soon to become familiar across the
nation—were quickly produced. These
attacked not only Hobby and organized
labor, but also incumbent Gov. James B.
Hunt, Jr., a moderate young Democrat
then gearing up his reelection campaign,
and the entire CETA program.
(At the time, some thought it peculiar
that the News & Observer, whose
editorial position is generally liberal,
Democratic and pro-labor, should end up
making common cause with Helms and
the Congressional Club, ultra-conservative in membership with two leaders who
are longtime bitter enemies of the newspaper. By accident or design, the newspaper handed the Congressional Club a
stick to beat Jim Hunt, whom it had in
the past endorsed. Hobby said frankly
that he was "stunned" by this development, while Ellis called a press conference—"a new experience for me," he
said—in order ' 'to commend the News &
Observer." Politics making strange bedfellows, others recalled that this identical
odd couple had during the Ford administration together brought about the collapse of Soul City, the federally backed
"new town" in North Carolina planned
by former civil rights leader Floyd B.
McKissick. The same reporter wrote both
series.)
But the ads were sufficiently negative
and distorted that 11 television stations at
first refused to run them, and a 12th
dropped them after one airing. Tom Ellis
became so frustrated that he said the
Congressional Club would pay for equal
time for Gov. Hunt to respond, but this
offer was declined.
Jim Hunt is nothing if not a consummate politician. In his 1976 primary campaign he did solicit and receive the endorsement of Hobby and the state AFLCIO. Thereafter he established a moderately progressive labor record (on paper,
at least) by appointing a chair of the state
Employment Security Commission who
was, for the first time, not- an anti-union
man hand-picked by textile, tobacco and
furniture interests. In the state legislature, the Hunt administration (admittedly under pressure from various groups,
especially the Carolinas Brown Lung
Association) supported speedier action
and increased compensation for mill
workers who were victims of brown lung,
and endorsed a rewriting of the state's
antiquated worker's compensation act.
Thanks to some blatant last minute
counter-lobbying on the part of the
state's secretary of commerce, a Hunt appointee, the rewriting died in committee.
A proposed Center for Labor Education
and Research at predominantly black
North Carolina Central University in
Durham, supported by the Hunt administration, was abandoned in the face of
concerted GOP opposition. Iri short, the
governor demonstrated that—unlike
most of his predecessors—he could be
dealt with on labor issues, even if he
could not always deliver.
But in the autumn of 1979, Gov. Hunt
wanted more than anything else to become the first chief executive in the
state's history (thanks to a referendum
and a constitutional amendment he shepherded through the legislature) to serve a
second, successive term. Sen. Helms, perhaps the most outspoken foe of organized labor in the U.S. Senate, was at the
same time assembling a Republican slate
to challenge Hunt, all the elected
members of his council of state and in-

cumbent U.S. Sen. Robert Morgan—all
to be lavishly funded by Jesse's juggernaut, the Congressional Club. The Congressional Club, in turn, was under the
deft, day-to-day direction of Tom Ellis,
whose Raleigh law firm maintains as a
lucrative sideline a union-busting consultation service.
For a state that was, until 1972, a oneparty, Solid South Democratic stronghold, it was an unprededented assault by
the GOP, aimed at achieving a breakout
from its perpetually minority status. The
Hobby-CETA-Hunt issue, dropped in
their laps by the dominant daily newspaper in eastern North Carolina, seemed
like a godsend.

Profiles in expedience.
So it came to pass, in a move not
calculated to earn him a chapter in Profiles in Courage, that Gov. Hunt left Wilbur Hobby to twist slowly in the wind.
For an ambitious politician even then
looking toward the electoral challenge of
Sen. Helms in 1984, and a spot on the
Democratic Party's national ticket or a
cabinet position some time thereafter, the
head of the state AFL-CIO had simply
become a liability.
Throughout the late spring and early
summer of this year, Hobby's attorneys
attempted several legal maneuvers to
slow, if not stop, the federal prosecution.
All were unsuccessful. A challenge to the
composition of the grand jury that handed down the initial indictment—charging
that blacks, women and members of bluecollar socio-economic groups were disproportionately excluded—was rejected.
And Judge W. Earl Britt summarily
denied a subpoena request for the Congressional Club's mailing list for eastern
North Carolina to be used to challenge
individual members of the grand jury.
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denied the motion and ordered the trial
of Wilbur Hobby and three associates
who are not labor officials to begin on
Aug. 24.
(Ironically, the same day judge Britt
refused to move Hobby's trial tc Richmond, a federal court of appeals, sitting
in Richmond, ruled that Labor Department officials have a right to demand the
identities of financial backers of the amiunion drive at J.P. Stevens textile plants
in both Carolinas. Observers close to the
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile
Workers Union (ACTWL) are certain
that lines from the two anti-union
groups, "Stevens People" ard "Friends
of Freedom," will at the very least lead to
Tom Ellis' Raleigh law firm, if not directly to the Congressional Club.)
In the course of his ordeal, Wilbur
Hobby has been bloodied, but unbowed.
At a fundraising breakfast for his defense
this summer in Durham, he said, "1 just
want you to know that I haven's done
anything wrong, unless it's to help poor
people get jobs anc: get them off
welfare." Although he has taken a temporary leave of absence from his AFLCIO post until the outcome of his trial,
Hobby has not given up his labor activ-

The Hobby case
was a godsend
to Jesse Helms'
Congressional
Club, which also
attacked CETA.

The trials of Wilbur Hobby—in and out of court—show why organized labor in North
Carolina is in such a fix.__________•
___________
_____
In support of thier motion to move the ities or his militance. On Aug. 7, he.and
trial to Richmond, Va., citing the exten- 20 textile workers joined a PATCO
sive pre-trial publicity in North Carolina, picket line at the same federa^ building in
Hobby's lawyers offered as proof a Raleigh where he will be tried. "Our
300-phone-call opinion survey covering country says it supports the Polish
seven counties, conducted by a professor workers," Hobby tolcl a reporter, "yet
at N.C. State University, which found here at home it's denying its own
that 97 percent of those phoned knew employees the most basic right—to withwho Hobby was, and 100 of the 300 hold their labor.''
•
already held a "firm opinion" that he Mark I. Pinsky reports from the Southwas guilty of the charges. Judge Britt east for Reuters and .seven,/ publications.
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PATCO
Continued from page 3
where the whole world came down on
us. The second was on my 25th parachute jump, when the chute didn't open.
And the third was when I had two planes
coming together separated by only 100
feet and a quarter mile apart." Stories
of ulcers, nervous breakdowns, jitters
carried home and co-workers who simply
could no longer take the job abound.
Controllers tend to be young men who
thrive on challenge and take unabashed
pride in "beating the giant" (checking
out at Chicago's frantic O'Hare airport
in record time, in their various "saves"
of threatened aircraft, or in the daily
roulette of "betting on the come" (gambling that several airplanes all headed toward each other as they come in for landing will hit the landing strip and not each
other).
The daily camaraderie, often involv-

ing instantaneous coordination and trust
of one's colleagues, reinforces their sense
of being a "special breed of people."
Since four-fifths of them came into their
jobs through the military, and many of
those now on the job served in Vietnam,
they have an additional sense of commonality. All that contributes to a natural solidarity that was nurtured in recent
years by their growing sense of frustration over abuse by their supervisors, -increasing work loads with insufficient
staffing, faulty equipment that would go
on the blink—suddenly leaving them
with a darkened radar screen with a couple dozen planes floating in a narrow air
space, and continual repudiation of their
demands by the Federal Aviation Administration and Congress, leaving them far
behind counterparts in other countries.
(PATCO figures show U.S. controllers
with far fewer benefits, vacation time,
sick days and career protection than controllers in other capitalist countries. Most
important, whereas U.S. controllers work
40-hour weeks, the work week is much
less elsewhere—32 hours in France, 29 at
Eurocontrol, 34 in Canada, 36 in Norway

Zolton
Ferency
the democratic___
candidate for
Governor of Michigan

Join an active struggle
against Reaganomics
and Moral Majority
Reaction...

or 33 in West Germany.)
CO demands. Government negotiators
Eventually they felt they-had no choice. also pulled the two better, but still unsat"It was either go on an illegal strike and isfactory, contracts off the table at the
get fired," Dave Rambeau, 35, said, "or last minute in late June when they discovstay there under the harassment of the ered that PATCO did not have strike supFAA and get fired for union activity or port of 80 percent of the entire bargainelse never make it to retirement." Like ing unit (including non-controllers and '
many other controllers, he considers even non-union controllers) as their rules rethe firings and threats he now suffers to quired.
be not much worse than staying on the
job under previous conditions. And like The no strike clause.
many others, he is confident—confident But what about the controllers' pledge
that the system needs the experienced not to strike? What about the governcontrollers that walked out, confident ment's broken promises and contracts?
that he can find other work, as he has al- Conant replied, ticking off a few earlier
defaults by the FAA and Congress: no
ready.
Controllers at .the PATCO hall near adequate retirement plan, no furiding for
the Denver airport, a small office with the promised training for a second career,
equipment to monitor the control tower no up-to-date equipment, short staffing
and prove how inexperienced, overwork- and corftract violations such as refusing
ed controllers were unable to handle nec- to pay for sick leave or forcing retirement
essary procedures and with a "Don't for medical reasons but denying medical
Tred on Me" flag tacked to the wall, em- retirement pay. Besides, he added, withphasized that they had not struck lightly. out the right to strike, a union is reduced
The FAA, under the direction of Lynn to begging and can't really bargain.
Although most of the controllers at the
Helms, a former Piper Aircraft executive
who had broken a union at his company, Denver airport voted for Reagan, on the
flatly rejected negotiation on most PAT- basis of a pledge the union received from
Reagan's top campaign staff to treat controllers fairly, only a few would have supported him otherwise, they said. Most
seemed not to be political, but there are
scattered sympathies for conservative
positions. The strike has changed their
view not only of Reagan but also of the
United States.
"Reagan is taking on unionism," Conant said. "He has taken on PATCO
number pne. Then the rest are ducks in a
row." Rambeau figures that the direct
and indirect costs of the strike to the
economy run close to $100 million a day.
Firing all the controllers will cost the government $200 million for retirement and
vacation pay, plus millions more in legal
fees and other efforts to break the strike.
The initial academic training of each new
controller (3,000 to start, but obviously
moije if PATCO members don't return) is
$175,000, plus additional on-the-job
training costs. "If you add all these
things together," he said, "it's at least
$3.5 billion or so. Our ideal contract
would have cost $575 million. So it is
simply blatant union-busting."
Most of the controllers thought of
themselves as solid patriots and ordinary
scrupulously law-abiding folks. "I'm
married, with one child, one dog and
one cat," Rambeau said. "I'm just Joe
American." But their view of America is
changing. "I found out that in the U.S.
Each dollar you give will be matched later on a two
people are not as free.as they thought,"
for one basis.
Vietnam vet Carl fafoya, 34, said.
"Rights can be taken away without due
Even though the primary election isn't until August
process.
The media is not as even-hand3, 1982, your financial support is needed now. The
ed
as
we
thought: it's just big business.
earlier our campaign is funded, the better the
The
government
will say anything to win.
chances are for success. And remember, your
I'd
question
anything
they say now."
contribution eventually will triple in-value.
One. placard at PATCO headquarters
Under Michigan's public campaign funding law,
reflected the same sentiments: The govcontributions received by candidates for Governor
ernment deceived us about Vietnam,
willbe matched later by public funds on a two for
about Watergate, about Rocky Flats (the
one basis. Individuals may contribute up to $100 in
nuclear weapons plan near Denver),
1981 and again in 1982 with each contribution being
about Three Mile Island, the sign read.
matched with $200 from the state. That means a
The government is deceiving you about
contribution of $100 now and another of $100 next
flight safety.
year would produce $600 in financial support for the
"There's something wrong with AmerFerency campaign.
ica when a man on strike is taken to prison in shackles," Conant said. "There's
Remember too, each member of your family, other
something wrong when people with
relatives, friends and co-workers may also con$30,000-a-year jobs risk those jobs to go
tribute up to $100.
on strike. I love America, but if they tear
In 1978, Zolton Ferency came in a very strong sesdown the imions, you might as well move
ond in a gubernatorial prirnary where three well fito Russia. Here's the same man who
nanced candidates outspent the Ferency campaign
wants to get government out of our perby as much as three to one. Many political analysts
sonal business destroying our union. It
believe that had Ferency raised even half of the
seems like a contradiction."
money available to his opponents—he could have
Although there was gratitude for ges.finished first.
tures of support from the labor movement, there was also an undercurrent' of
disappointment that unions in critical
This time you can help make it
positions—such as the pilots or machinhappen. Send your check today.
ists—had not done more. But most coni
trollers expected to go it alone and rely on
wjiat they regard as their indispensable
talent and experience as craft, or profesYes.. .count me in!
sional, workers to win their demands.
Name___________!______________
"Whether I work in another radar
room
or not, I've won," Fahey said.
Address.
"The air traffic control situation in
America will not be the same for years.
City/State/Zip
It will not have the professionalism we
Signature __
have to offer. Based on conditions at
Stapleton airport, I was forced into a sitEnclosed is my contribution of: __$100
_other
uation which is ultimately better for me
and my family. I have won because I met
a crossroads in my life."
•

Contribute Today

"A self-proclaimed socialist, Ferency has been
fighting for the cause of labor against big industry
since the 1930s. As a young man at that time, Ferency used to run coffee to the UAW pickets organizing'
outside a' General Motors plant in Detroit. Today,
Zolton still maintains that the people should be in
control of major industries—like GM—rather than a
select few company executives. He steadfastly
believes that in the future people are going to have
the same power to make economic decisions as
they now have to make political ones."
Michigan State News
". . .the Michigan State University criminal justice
professor has traditionally been the left's most articulate spokesman on issues of economic demo-

cracy, racism, sexism, the environment and peace."

Lansing State Journal
"Mr. Ferency is not afraid to be controversial. He
publicly refers to hrmself as a democratic socialist
and thinks the state should get into business in a
big way, competing with private industry in an effort
to restore the fiscal health of Michigan."
The Toledo Blade
"Mr. Ferency is widely liked and respected beyond
the liberal wing of the Democratic Party."
New York Times

Mail to: Ferency Campaign

P.O. Box 20
East Lansing, Ml 48823

Authorized and paid for by Ferency Campaign Committee,
P.O. Box 20, East Lansing Ml 48823; Philip Ballbach, Treasurer
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~£ck as r/K^uel Accurate (left) are impatient with both the "official" Eurocommunism of party secretary Santiago Carrillo (right) and the party's
veneration of old-guard leadership from the days of the Civil War (inset).

h party debates "renovation"
envision a three-stage evolution:
First, coalition government of the center right (UCD) and the PSOE, supportK ! S
ed from the outside by the PCE, to
: ;/ rv HAS NOT
strengthen democracy and legitimatize
ht ""S."3yii"sss and suc- the left.
':z .^urccomnumism.
Next, an electoral and programmatic
'"•• •" V parlies that alliance between the PCF and the PSOE
jpiir: farthest in dern- to offer a, ical left alicrnativs.
"•'- -ind especially ihe
Finally, v- political ana o i . v c : i l . - 3 i i u r i a '
vetoed from taking merger of communists j. u :.•./:•'<: 1st: in 3.
-.:. v/hile assailed by new party "-minifying .he 'r;/r; historic
cclitics! id'.viKy sud c u n e n t s of ihe workina ^sr::?; ?,rf, i:of:?ali.st movement, which sepy.ri-.i2ry te"G to
•."-•.<: Ih.^-hh rrrrnniirnist -arty (PCE), neutralise each other. ' Ot ^' '.r.ft wing
-V-?. u'-j '.?"£.::..::.". .vrntc i.ccently, seems forces like ccologists, autc'tcroists and
"c h*: •/•.et:..-- c" -:. "sd'i: of ingratitude on far left groups would rernEar ''ride-penth.- 'Ljr.-'t ".:" ••'jjl'.::y. i ' Weither its bravery dent, offering fresh solutions to specific
•',- :h::_ "ds-j'vr-d s ;nns"ttor! to Franco, problems.
::.r :';s res^^~E : .. ; en-:'lr;br.tion to demoThus the party's evolution and very
cratic ':•-.?. • s't'c - . r.cr even its bold cham- raison d'etre were the basic issues under~j:C".v3 c'3'. r-':2~i:.~u".'.':sc: has been re- lying the publicly-waged political battles
wa.rdrd jy ':."/- y::tr.:S; v/h.s have prefer- at the PCE's 10th congress in Madrid at
red t'-.r. Ocn'p.' '.:: Fsrty 'IPS3]?.) by a wide the end of July. For the vast majority,
i~argi-', 'Erccj; "cr C.Cs.'ania, where the issue of Eurocommunism was settled
Comm units' :-nt sbo;:: 20 percent, the for good at the 9th congress in April
PCE huLS 37': c,- y fcbcut 7 .-percent of the 1978. The pro-Soviet remnant, derisively
SpEni£h vet'. a-,d polls warr; of a further dubbed "Afghans," was never able to
drop to f.l/Cui S j:rc2~t. Yhs :7iembership muster more than about 6 percent of the
that Evvnlk', tc more than 200,000 after vote. The more serious challenge to secthe party v/gs '-r.^izsc. four years ago is retary general Santiago Carrillo's "offiofficially rc'v/:." t= 100.G3G. The Com- cial Eurocommunist" position came
munist-led unions, the Comlsiones Ob- from the "renovator Eurocommunist"
reras, which waged ths hs;-G:c labor bat- current, whose best-known exponent is
tles against "'•-•;. Freicc dictatorship, are the PCE's international spokesman Manrapidly beinr; overtaken by the Socialist- uel Azcarate.
ted UGT.
The "renovators" wanted to speed up
:5
Faced with the spectacular success of democratization of the party organizathe French Socialist Party/' Claudin tion, in particular by giving formal status
wrote, '-'some Spanish Eurceommunists to minority currents and allowing them
are indeed beginning to ask themselves: their proportional share of leadership
What Is the use cf the Communist Par- positions. The renovators include many
tics?"
young intellectuals impatient to replace
Jordi Borja of the Catalan Commun- the old "charismatic" Civil War veterans
ist Party has described the permanent who returned from exile after Franco's
dilemma facing the PCF,= Its "sense of death. The renovators feel the old guard
responsibility," its moderation, is neces- is slow in adapting to a changed society.
sary for Its own survival and that of Thus Luis Larroque criticized the PCE
Spanish democracy, but cannot over- for "maintaining the structures of an excome the military right's prejudice. Any- clusively worker party," which prevent it
thing resembling the Popular Front from growing. Renovators point to -the
would be the \~zd- flag to the bull setting workerism of the French Communist
off a rmlitary takeover and suppression. Party as the horrible example to be
The qucstio- ;hgrj arises whether the avoided.
PCE serves any practical jtsrpose other
Defending Carrillo's "official Eurothan to block ths jrsgrsss of the PSOE. communist" position, Simon Sanchez
Hi-;vr.y.=r. ;3c™e rg2S£rks£ the PSOE is Montero retorted that "our party can
svs1;: "i'-rs ".osssry roatsd :.r: Spanish so- scarcely hope to take root in the governTkty. Thra i';?.yriS£rErcs sf the PCE ment administration with things as they
v/ould nc": ?t SL" strsngthsr: trie precar- are, and it cannot spread throughout so:.;su- Suacisr V r ; Thi:;s asrcs ;!:.i the PCE ciety without a solid organizational struc-

ture, which is precisely what the renovators are trying to destroy."
All set after its legalization to play its
aoublc rnk as "party of struggle and gove r n m c n r " with emphasis on the latter,
:;-:c PCI: neglected io get involved in the
;;-w g.x:. G-govrrnmentai movements,
uch as ec'KJotjY, feminism and sexual !ibfrtticv, ""-'uSj ?.ccc~ding to the rencva',':•"-,, .".'. hi/.i r.T.i.jiiini; outside the most
"'•/"!y --c /. - : • • • . "jgy-es. And !he abortive
r-;.;i£-'y >:. :sc:n irs: -ch. 23 put an end to
'. -j hor-cs 'p'r.i ^:;-/"rnmcnt r/£.:~!r'c.'.paticn
in the fci'f;s.r\-rabl-n r u t u i c ,
"Vc Im^cri^f.' intellectual leaders of
•-'•z renc7S.tcr stbrrcnt, Rainon Tarnanes
and E.jgr;-'c Triana. have quite the PCE
s'iice the 'jutsch.
Hcbertc L" r txundi, representative
frcrn the Basque country, where the PCE
is almost nonexistent, criticized the PCE
for net demanding greater parliamentary
' checks on. application of the anti-terrorist
law, to keep it from being used to cover
torture and other abuse of human rights.
In his four-hour report on July 28,
Carrillo attacked "disintegrating tendencies" in the PCE. He said formal currents were contrary to the party's "vanguard" role and would make it ungovernable. It's all very well, he argued, for
communist parties in one-party states to
demand formalized currents as that is the
only way to make up for the lack of pluralism, "but in Spain there are other parties to join."
"The PCE is an historic necessity,"
Carrillo insisted. This is no longer a selfevident truth to many Spanish Communists, at a time when, as Carrillo also said,
socialist Francois Mitterrand is "the
most important leader of the European
left today."
Carrillo sharply criticized Spanish socialist leaders, while offering to meet
with the PSOE to create a new political
organization allowing Communists and
Socialists to retain their identity. The
PSOE error, according to Carrillo, was
to seek the centrist bourgeois vote under
the illusion that it could govern alone.
The Feb. 23 golpe proved this was impossible, as the PCE had said all along,
and that the first stage toward left government must be the "democratic concentration" policy of a UCD-PSOE coalition (which the UCD, however, has so
far refused).
Carrillo defended the old "charismatic" leaders who had proved themselves
in historic battles against fascism.

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED

"Those who speak aga;nst leaders generally aspire to be leaders themselves," he
observed, expressing willingness to promote renovators who off rred guarantees
cf loyalty. "It sets abac example when a
leader abandons :he parly and ws roust
see to it that thei- sekerh;;-; provides us
with a minimum of such vr-i.-rises," ""
said, in an obvious sJ.hr.sien tc his ~stv/nile rivals Tarn?.i~er '-'*- ''~ -.-•'•?-•
finally, the ren^vsi'. •-; ^ irniy 12 out
of IGi) seats en i i ' - C'.-t'o. Ccmi-i'tt;::;,
although they re^'Esci i-'-: :":;r:: than -..
fourth of the pa. :y SL .he congress. .
Carrillo said the party apparsi^s \v?.s
tec weak rather than tco s:rcrg. IH.2 said
it had been a rnisiake to eliminate thr;
party office in charge of union affairs
out of fear that tlie pa.-ty might use the
unions as a "transmission belt." The
unions, incidently, are lie stronghold cf
the remaining pro-Sov'st communists.
The putsch lent fuel iz various conflicting arguments. In rejectir-.g renovator demands, Carrillo :-ai;l he wan't trying lo scare anybody, " jut we are watching a process of decomposition of the
democratic parties precisely when the
ultra-right is putting itsei f back together,
and thus we are contributing to the possibility of another golps."
Finally, Carrillo's report was approved by 689 votes, or 67 5 percent of the
1,019 delegates. However, his majority
included Catalans who disagree with him
on many points but decided he was the
lesser evil in the face of a strong "Afghan" challenge within their own PSUC,
which earlier this year first dropped and
then reproclaimed its adherence to
'' Eurocommunism.''
All this heated debate was open to the
press, which could, see for itself that the
internal operation of the PCE is every
bit as democratic as other political parties, if not more so, even if a substantial
part of its membership is still far from
satisfied. The biggest uproar came when
"officialist" Vicente Cazcarra attacked
as "social democratic" the amendment
introduced by Basque renovator Sigfrido
Domingo to recognize both currents and
a federal structure taking into account
Spain's "distinct peoples." Domingo
also called for democretization and rejuvenation of the party. The amendment
was defeated by 651 to 7.73, with 133 abstentions, mostly from the PSUC. But
the democratization of the PCE is already so far advanced that the debate is
bound to continue,
H

