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reality which one instinctively trusts, one should
read Arnold J. Bauer's Chilean Rural Society.* It
* Chilean Rural Society from the Spanish Conquest
to 1930. By ARNOLD J. BAUER. Cambridge Latin

American Studies, 21. Cambridge University Press,
£7.90.

is a rare historian who can use the word "capitalism" without making you wince. In Bauer's case
I should have been glad to know his views about
what is going on nowadays in the country of his
affections. But demagogues rush in where
demographers fear to tread.

Two Hundred Years
Anglo-American Relations—By H. C. ALLEN
of the 200th anW niversary of the Declaration
of American
ITH

THE APPROACH

Independence, there has, predictably, been an
increasing flow of books from the presses about
the American Revolution and related subjects.
As the Bicentennial year goes on it will no doubt
become a spate, especially of course from the
United States.
Our American cousins, as the phrase used to
run, are naturally launching large-scale celebrations of the event, and we in Britain are on the
whole happy to go along with the idea, for there
has always been, from the time of the Revolution
itself, a vocal pro-American school of thought in
this country; and since the work of such Whig
historians as George Otto Trevelyan in the 19th
century there has tended to emerge what almost
amounts to a national consensus that the victory
of the United States in the War of Independence
was a Good Thing for Britain. It did us no end of
good because it taught us the lesson that it is, as
we now put it, almost entirely counter-productive
to try to hold on to colonies unwilling to be held.
Still, actually to concentrate on raising our
glasses in 1976 to that particular event of 1776
seems to some Britons to be pushing it a bit. For
this reason there has been an inclination here to
celebrate not the Revolution itself but rather the
1
England and the Discovery of America 1481-1620.
By D. B. QUINN. Alfred A. Knopf, $15.00; Allen &
Unwin,
£6.50.
8
New England in the English Nation 1689-1713. By
P. 3S. HAFFENDEN. Clarendon Press, £5.75, $18.50.
Women in Stuart England and America. By

ROGER THOMPSON. Routledge, £4.25, $13.25.

* A Tug of Loyalties: Anglo-American Relations
1765-85. Edited by ESMOND WRIGHT. Institute of

United States Studies Monographs. Humanities
Press,
$4.50; Athlone Press, £1.50.
6
The American Problem in British Diplomacy,
1841-1861. By WILBUR DEVEREUX JONES. University of

Georgia Press, $13.50; Macmillan, £5.95.
' The Alabama Claims: American Politics and
Anglo-American Relations, 1865-1872. By ADRIAN
COOK. Cornell University Press, $13.50, £7.40.

ultimate repairing of the great breach between
Britain and America, especially at the end of the
19th century, in what Lionel Gelber, the historian
of that period, called in 1938—it is the title of his
book—"The Rise of Anglo-American Friendship."
This study has a long and respectable historiography in both Britain and America, though on
balance we in Britain have tended to write much
more about the history of Anglo-American
relations after independence while, oddly in one
way, the American historians for years had a
near-monopoly of what they call the Colonial
Period of American history. Oddly, because it is
the only period in the history of the United States
itself in which the sources in Britain are plentiful
and of the greatest importance.
The natural American dominance of this one
early part of British Imperial history has,
however, weakened of late. We have recently
had from British pens, for example, works on the
Colonial Period as diverse as D. B. Quinn,
England and the Discovery of America 1481-1620,x
P. S. Haffenden, New England in the English
Nation 1689-1713* Roger Thompson, Women in
Stuart England and America,3 and Esmond
Wright (Editor), A Tug of Loyalties: AngloAmerican Relations 1765-85,* half of the contributions to which are by Britons.

of Anglo-American history
I NsinceTHEtheFIELD
recognition of American indepen-

dence by the Treaty of Paris of 1783, there have
been two interesting recent studies of almost
consecutive periods, one by an American, the
other by a Briton: Wilbur Devereux Jones,
The American Problem in British Diplomacy,
1841-1861,h and Adrian Cook, The Alabama
Claims: American Politics and Anglo-American
Relations, 1865-1872* These years span the
American Civil War, the conflict which arguably
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had the greatest impact on the United States of
any war in her history, but the special significance
of the period in the development of AngloAmerican relations is only incidentally related to
the "War between the States."
Seen in perspective from Atlantis, the years
before, during, and after the war appear to be the
critical as well as chronologically central ones in
the fundamental transformation of AngloAmerican relations over the two centuries.
Professor Jones's book covers some half-dozen
diplomatic crises between the two governments,
three or four of them of major importance. Two
of them, mainly concerned with territorial
disputes on America's northern border, were
settled by very successful compromises, the
Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842 and the
Oregon Treaty of 1846; but Anglo-American
rivalry and bad feeling over Central America
were for a time exacerbated rather than improved
by the worst treaty in the history of AngloAmerican relations, the ambiguous ClaytonBulwer Treaty of 1850.
Thus when the two countries entered the
necessarily delicate period of relations during the
Civil War a number of long-standing disputes,
mostly concerned with territorial and policy
disagreements on the North American continent
itself, had been settled; but there was still a
potent legacy of mistrust, with roots of ill-feeling
running right back to the Revolution and to the
passionate cultural clashes over the development
of American intellectual and political identity in
the early 19th century, which had centred on the
so-called Battle of the Quarterlies. John Bull's
Eurocentricity and arrogance (what Professor
Jones calls "the diplomacy of menace") still
jarred the nerves and sinews of "Brother Jonathan"—who had not yet been fully displaced as
the national symbol of the United States by
"Uncle Sam."

Hillforts of the Iron Age
in
England and Wales
A survey of the surface evidence

J. L. FORDE-JOHNSTON
A major study of the most impressive
prehistoric monuments in the British Isles.
152 plans, 50 plates. March, £20.§

The Isle of Man
A social, cultural and political history
R. H. KINVIG
This third edition of a classic work, covering a
range of topics from prehistoric archaeology
to the workings of the present-day
constitution, has been completely revised and
reset. 56 plates. Published, S.S.*

Letter to King Richard II
PHILIPPE DE MEZIERES
Edited by G. W. Coopland
An English translation, with a transcription of
the original French, of 'Epistre au Roi Richart'.
M^zieres wrote this letter in 1395 proposing a
scheme for the regeneration of the war-torn
West, out of which was to arise a new chivalric
order to recapture the Holy Land for
Christendom. Published, £70. f

War, Literature and
Politics in the Late
Middle Ages

Edited by C. T. Allmand
This volume of essays investigates some of the
effects of war on the conduct of war itself, on
the participants and on the delicate diplomacy
required in the face of growing nationalism.
March, £8.504

The Hard-Rock Men
THE STRAINS WHICH British neutrality in the Civil
War (a reversal of her usual role of principal
belligerent with America as an important neutral)
would impose on Anglo-American relations
were early demonstrated by the final incident
covered in The American Problem in British
Diplomacy—the crisis which began on 8 November 1861 when Captain Wilkes, United States
Navy, removed two Southern envoys travelling to
Britain from the British mail packet, Trent, by
force, on the high seas. This, the most urgent
and immediately dangerous Anglo-American
issue of the war, ended in a few weeks, with a
prudent withdrawal by Secretary of State
William H. Seward from an almost impossible
diplomatic position.
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Cornish immigrants and the North American
mining frontier.
JOHN RO WE
The author has travelled the trails of the
nineteenth-century miners - the 'hard-rock'
men - who left their declining native industry
for the promise of wealth and adventure in the
New World. He tells the story of the men and
describes their very individual contributions
to the building of America. 20 plates.
Published, ZS.SO.j
•Published in U.S.A. by Charles E. Tuttle, Vermont.
tPublished in U.S.A. by Barnes and Noble Books, N.Y
§Published in U.S.A. by Rowman and Littlefield.
New Jersey.

Liverpool University Press
123 Grove Street Liverpool L7 7AF
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The other of the two gravest maritime crises
of the war, the Alabama dispute, which is the
subject of Dr Cook's study, may have been less
immediately perilous but it went far deeper and
was to take a full decade to settle. It began on
29 July 1862 when the war-steamer 290, built by
Laird Brothers of Birkenhead, slipped unhindered down the Mersey estuary, and then out to
the open sea and to a rendezvous with a British
vessel, there to collect its war material and
armament. Thenceforth, under the name Alabama,
it had a two-year career as the most successful
Confederate privateer of the war.
Against this apparently quite unneutral act,
which was not prevented by the British Government (presided over by Lords Palmerston and
Russell), the Federal Government protested
strongly at the time, and in the full flush of
victory just after the war claimed $125 million
from the British Government for damages to
Northern shipping. To this Charles Sumner,
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, in 1869 effectively added the enormous sum of some $4,000 million in "indirect"
damages for the prolongation of the whole war.
Such a claim was only really possible in the crisis
atmosphere of post-war American expansionism,
which had already driven the alarmed provinces
of British North America to form the confederated Dominion of Canada in 1867. In the
immediate post-war years, with abortive, indeed
ludicrous, armed Irish Fenian raids from American soil against Canada in 1866, even so sober a
statesman as Seward had cried, "I know that
Nature designs that this whole continent, not
merely these thirty-six states, shall be sooner or
later, within the magic circle of the American
Union." Payment for these "indirect" damages
could, in practice, only have been by the politically as well as morally impossible British
cession of Canada to the United States.
As Adrian Cook writes, at an earlier date just
after the war when those two "blind old men",
Palmerston and Russell, could have struck a
diplomatic bargain, they "recklessly and arrogantly refused": now an increasingly unbalanced
Sumner had "raised the expectations of American
public opinion to such heights of fantasy that it
proved tortuously difficult to arrange an equitable
agreement." That it did prove possible in the end
was due as much to profound underlying developments as to the highly important actions of
individuals, and especially of Charles Francis
Adams, recently American Minister in London,
who as chief arbitrator ruled out the indirect
claims on his personal responsibility, and of
Gladstone who, as Prime Minister, not only
agreed to go to arbitration under the Treaty of
Washington but accepted the heavy award of

$15,500,000 direct damages against the United
Kingdom.
WITH THE RISE of democratic forces in Britain

under the leadership of such men as John Bright,
who (with his friend Richard Cobden) had always
been strongly pro-American; with the passage
of the second great Parliamentary Reform Bill in
1867 (by the Tories in fact); and with the significant influence of the English peace movement,
which for many years had pressed for a system of
international arbitration (based on the practical
successes of a number of limited Anglo-Ameiican
arbitrations in the years since Independence), a
quite unprecedented strength of liberal and
radical public opinion in favour of the United
States began to become apparent in Britain. It
was not to be a coincidence that the most
pressing of the advocates of Anglo-American
friendship two decades later was to be the radical
Unionist, Joseph Chamberlain, whereas it was
his Tory leader, Lord Salisbury, who was to
preside over the last great Anglo-American
confrontation of the 19th century (and indeed
of later years, except for the Suez Crisis of 1956)—
the Venezuela Crisis of 1895-6.
By the time of the Spanish-American war of
1898 the rise of Anglo-American friendship
appeared to be a solidly accomplished fact, and as
recent books on Anglo-American relations in the
pre-Bicentennial period have done, the historical
writings of those years mirrored the change (in
the manner in which, very properly, historians
in each generation write and rewrite the histories
which interest it). In 1900 the new dispensation
was celebrated in the first book of its kind by an
Englishman, Edward Smith, England and America
after Independence. In 1914 this was reciprocated
by a distinguished American historian in a
volume published in commemoration of the
century of Anglo-American peace since the
Treaty of Ghent of 1814, which had ended
the War of 1812—W. A. Dunning, The British
Empire and the United States. Not long after the
close of association of the two powers in World
War I there came, in 1925, a similar, though
much less adequate, British book, R. B. Mowat's,
The Diplomatic Relations of Great Britain and
the United States. Thirty years later, after the
high point of Anglo-American cooperation
during World War II, appeared my own Great
Britain and the United States: A History of AngloAmerican Relations 1783-1952.
w,
ON.we have two
N o excellent
works which between them neatly
TWENTY YEARS

box the compass of Anglo-American history since
the American Revolution: Charles S. Campbell,
From Revolution to Rapprochement: The United
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States and Great Britain, 1783-19001 and H. G.
Nicholas, The United States and Britain* They
present a nice Bicentennial balance in a number
of ways.
Campbell is American, Nicholas British. Each
little volume is part of a substantial American
series with remarkably similar aims and even
titles—"America and the World", edited by
Robert A. Divine, and "The United States in the
World: Foreign Perspectives", edited by Akira
Iriye. (At the moment anyway, publication of
series of this kind does not seem to have suffered
unduly from the financial pressures on publishers
on either side of the Atlantic.) Both works have
excellent, if necessarily to some extent overlapping, bibliographies. Both writers have long
moved, and have published before, in the field of
Anglo-American relations.9
The Bicentennial box, so to say, comes full
circle with the fact that Campbell's study stops
in 1900, while three-quarters of that of Nicholas
is on the 20th century. Their interests and
expertise make this natural and appropriate, the
one being primarily a diplomatic historian of the
second half of the 19th century and the other
a scholar mainly in the area of the recent history
of international relations.

AFTER THIS TRANSATLANTIC FLOURISH of

pre-

bicentenary trumpets we do not seem likely
(though the historiography of Anglo-American
relations has had its surprises in the past) to need
further histories of this subject for a long time to
come, a fact of which, as one contracted to write
yet another study in the field, I am uncomfortably
aware.
In the introduction to my own work in
1954, with all the rash self-confidence of relative
youth, I declared that two main themes had
dominated the two-centuries-old history of
Anglo-American relations: "the increasing cordiality of the relationship and the increasing
preponderance of the United States within it."
Of the first point I wrote that, "Looking back
over the whole course of Anglo-American
relations from 1783 to the present day, we can see
persistent, even steady, progress from mistrust
to cordiality." If, twenty years later, one judges
7
From Revolution to Rapprochement: The United
Stales and Great Britain, 1783-1900. By CHARLES S.
CAMPBFXL. John Wiley & Sons, $9.25, paper $4.50;
£6.40,
paper £3.25.
8
The United States and Britain. By H. G. NICHOLAS.
University
of Chicago Press, $10.00, £6.
9
Charles S. Campbell, Anglo-American Understanding, 1898-1903, Johns Hopkins Press (1957);
H. G. Nicholas, Britain and the U.S.A., Johns
Hopkins Press (1963).
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and Beyond
Edited by Eugene Kamenka and
R. S. Neale
This volume focuses on the Marxian
conception of capitalism as a social
formation. Each of its distinguished
contributors considers the truth or
falsehood, usefulness or lack of usefulness
of the Marxist account of change and
social transition,
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The Government Policy
of Protector Somerset
M. L. Bush
This clear evaluation of Protector
Somerset and his age furnishes a new
framework for the interpretation of
politics in the reign of Edward VI.
Cloth £7.70

Introduction to Modern
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An Essay in Historical Psychology
Robert Mandrou
This book provides a synthesis of the
present state of knowledge of historical
psychology of this period, and points to
important avenues of research as yet
only partially explored.
Cloth £9.95

The Age of the Vikings
Second Edition

Now in Paperback

P. H. Sawyer
This reinterpretation of the Scandinavian
raids and settlements draws extensively
on the unwritten evidence of the
archaeology numismatics, place names
and ships.
Paper £2.95

Marxism and Imperialism
V. G. Kiernan
This book evaluates the contribution of
classical Marxist theory to some of the
main problems of modern nineteenthand twentieth-century imperialism and
approaches them from a fresh
standpoint.
Cloth £5.75 Paper £2.75
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that this "ripening of friendship" was depicted in
excessively clear and strong colours, it still seems
to have a general air of truth about it. In that 200year process since 1776, the Washington Treaty
of 1871 appears to constitute a sort of fulcrum:
if there is a precise point of balance in the long
Anglo-American trend from hostility to amiability, the Alabama arbitration of 1872 (which
took place under the treaty) does seem to have the
best claim to be that point.
What is clear, however, is that the external
framework of Anglo-American events has drastically altered: the unique and dominant role
played by the Anglo-American alliance in the
affairs of the world during the years from 1941 to
1945 and to some extent for a decade after that
time, is now wholly at an end. This has to do with
the second theme discussed in my book, that of
power. The capacity of the American and British
peoples to understand one another has not notably lessened, indeed it may even have increased
since 1955, but the occasions on which it is vitally
important to exercise it are far less frequent. But
the balance of power in the equation—the replacement of British preponderance in the 18th
century by that of America in the 20th—is no
longer neat even if it ever was (balances of power
seldom are): certainly as between Britain and the
United States, with the dismal decline in Britain's
relative strength in the world since the war, the
preponderance of American over British power is
now far greater even than it was 30 years ago.
But it is also true that the power of the United
States, economic, political and military, enormous though it still is, has itself lessened relative
to that of other nations, the power of many of
which, such as Russia, Germany and Japan, has
revived and increased in the interim. Nor has
American self-confidence and optimism, always
the charisma of the United States to other lands,
remained unscathed: we no longer get the feeling,
so frequently exuded by the Americans in the past,
that they now feel there is no problem that they
can't lick. This spirit was the essence of the
American capacity for world leadership in the
two decades after 1945.
Nevertheless, if the first fine careless rapture of
American world power is over, the United States
is already showing greater economic and political
resilience in the world depression of today than
probably any other power and assuredly than
that of Britain. American history so far (it is an
overdone British jibe but still contains an element
of truth) has been relatively short, and he would
be a rash man who would assert that American
greatness is over. The Bicentennial celebrations
may not be unimportant in America's reaffirmation of its confidence in its own future and the
future of the West and of mankind.
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The Science of Rubbish
Aspects of Archaelogy By

VINCENT

MEGAW

tion of the changes discernible in prehistory.8
This approach, based on a careful quantification
beenfictionalised,and it now seems that the
of the available material evidence, has as its aim
archaeologist is well established as a respectable
the reconstruction of universal cultural patterns
or rather accepted character in modern English
following the principles of systems theory and
literature. Most recent is the woman archaeologist in Margaret Drabble's Realms of Gold, for involving the interrelation of the evidence for
whom "the pursuit of archaeology . . . like the subsistence, trade and population change. There
is indeed a new seriousness, a new searching for
pursuit of history, is . . . a fruitless attempt to
far-reaching truths. It is hardly surprising then
prove the possibility of the future through the
that Glyn Daniel, in his recent Cambridge inaugupast." Perhaps even more a product of our
ral lecture, denied that archaeology need enter a
troubled archaeological age is the view of
powerful plea for non-relevance in an age when
"doubts about [archaeology's] bases, premises,
the last thing that universities look like being is
methods, and above all its unconscious biases"
universal.3 In the last few years Renfrew, as the
revealed by Doris Lessing in Briefing for a
acknowledged English missionary of the new faith
Descent into Hell.
has been spreading the gospel in many places,
Are we indeed returning to a time when "archnever unheedful of Stuart Piggott's reminder that
aeology was acclaimed as the science of rubbish
"an understanding of the history of one's own
and as fast as the rubbish was dug up it was
subject is a great help in thinking clearly about its
written down"?1 Certainly the uninitiated, reading in the latest issue of the Newsletter of Computer problems.
Archaeology of "computer assisted research on
There have been several recent surveys of the
urban patterns of consumption and waste
history of archaeology, including a welcome rereflected in modern material refuse [household
issue with additions of Glyn Daniel's A Hundred
garbage]", may fairly wonder if the time is not Years of Archaeology.* These volumes are typical
over-ripe for publication of a Bluff Your Way in in their presentation of the contrast between the
Archaeology to join similar titles already offered New World with its advanced body of theory and
to the keener students of philosophy, politics and
often poor field techniques and the Old World,
literature.
home of advanced excavation methods and conservative theory, which an American author has
described as "the theoretical-methodologicalpractical disjunction." This contrast is exemplified
SOME FOUR YEARS AGO Colin Renfrew reviewed in
these pages a group of publications which
by an explanatory periodization of some four
together demonstrated a new concern for explanacenturies of American archaeology5—an area
more lightly traversed by the late C. W. Ceram*
—and a descriptive presentation of the same
period in Scandinavian archaeology, the home of
1
Colin McEvedy, Penguin Atlas of Ancient History
the first systematic application in prehistoric
(1970).
research of ethnographic parallels.7
* "The Meaning of the New Diggers", ENCOUNTER,
October 1971.
The same conflict was apparent at the Con'"Cambridge and the Backlooking Curiosity."
ference on the Teaching of Archaeology held in
An inaugural lecture by Glyn Daniel, Disney ProfesCambridge in September 1974. This unique
sor of Archaeology, delivered at the University of
assemblage of archaeologists, the heads of all the
Cambridge,
24
October
1975.
4
A Hundred and Fifty Years of Archaeology. By departments of archaeology in the United KingGLYN DANIEL. Duckworth, £4.
dom and Ireland, themselves convinced of the
5
A History of American Archaeology. By GORDON general relevance of archaeology could not,
R. WILLEY and JEREMY A. SABLOFF. Thames and
with their Continental and American colleagues,
Hudson,
£3.50.
8
agree on the best lines of approach to the study.
The First American: A Story of North American
Archaeology. By C. W. CERAM. Jonathan Cape,
At the moment, then, there is little hope for the
£4.95.
teaching of archaeology, not in our universities
7
A History of Scandinavian Archaeology. By OLE
but in our schools, where all are agreed relevance
KLINDT-JENSEN. Thames and Hudson, £3.95.
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