other political ploy in the "struggle for
power." These developments, on his
showing, only exacerbated one of the
worst evils: class warfare. At the same
time, Wilson —like Albert J. N o c k lamented that society was being "absorbed by the state."
We might say that Wilson was politically naive for failing to see from the outset the Machiavellian uses to which religion was being put by politicians. Yet, for
his generation, the displacement of religion bv economic humanism was not so
readily apparent, having come about only with the emergence of the centralized
welfare state. Even today, this displacement is not generally recognized; millions of good Catholics and Protestants
believe it is their Christian dut\' to support the very politicians, mostly "progressives," who shamelessly employ such tactics. We might instead question whether
Wilson's conservatism was as realistic as
he contends in his short essay on the
"Emergence of a Conservative Realism"
(1940). Even on this score, though, we
cannot be too harsh: Unlike some prominent leaders of the post-World War II

conservative movement, Wilson was never taken in by Marx, Lenin, or Trotsky.
Finally, we are obliged to ask: Is there,
as the title of this volume suggests, reason
to believe that Wilson envisioned a "cultural renewal"? The closest he comes to
anticipating such a development is found
in his essay "The Conser\'atiye in Crisis."
Here, Wilson contends that once "progressive man" has "lost his progress" —
once he can no longer rely "on the undeviable stream of progress" through
scientific advancement and the like—he
must squarely face
the ontological question which
came so easily and naturally to the
classical man and the Christian.
He must decide what he is, and
whether there is anything in him
that supervenes the grimness of the
day.

eternal order becomes more real,
and humankind stands above the
contingencies of disaster.
Wilson penned these words in the mid1950's, but whether he continued to believe them is questionable, given the domestic turmoil of the following 20 years.
What is not questionable are the Catholic foundations of his conservatism,
which convey a reassuring message: No
one, no matter how debased, is beyond
redemption. Thus, the possibilities of
cultural renewal for Wilson may well
have come down to a matter of faith.
This is, on the whole, an interesting
literary collection that should be of special interest to serious students of postWorld War II conservatism, particularly
those exploring the foundations of
Catholic conservative thought, which
has emerged as an important force in
American politics.

Or more generally:
Secular progress alone withers in
time of crisis, while under those
conditions moral dut\' grows, the

George Carey, who teaches American
poUtical theory at Georgetown University,
is the editor of the Political Science
Reviewer.

On Prytania Street: Tending Lafayette Number 1
Catharine Savage Brosman

He pretends to be out walking—someone anonymous,
returning from the bank or CC's coffee bar,
or a tourist, alone; but his gait is stops and starts,
with furtive looks, half-turns and darting motions,
finally a sleight-of-hand, to find and extirpate
offending foliage —grasses, shoots of ivy,
miniature flowers —just a flash of color, an idea, yet
enough to crack a wall around the houses
of the dead. The cemetery gardens grow excessive,
cornucopias of green and red and yellow; but the grilles
have sunken like the mouths of toothless men;
the ancient skin of crypts is peeling, wrinkled
and discolored as a winter apple. Thought has dried
in there, the corpses shrunken in their crumbling
biers. —He sees me, picks up speed, but casts
an oblique glance at snaking fissures; pauses; sidles
over, brushing portions where the plaster is in pieces,
grabs a weed and jerks it ouhvard by the roots,
then ambles innocently on—the dirt well shaken out
around the oaks, the plant now pocketed.

—We had a party once, among the tombs—neighbors
all, with sandwiches, a little band, some wine,
and ate and drank and talked while leaning
on the ancient monuments, our voices echoing
along the paths and through the emptiness. The filigree
of stone seemed light as air, and sculptures made
meringues; the angels, I remember, looked
as if they wished to smile, their lips about to part
in heavenly mirth.—The old man rounds the corner
towards Commander's Palace, pulls a pesky paw
of resurrection fern, and sashays back; the wall
has had its toilet for the day. Behind a screen—azalea
oleander, pine—I watch him cross the street,
go up his steps, and shortly take his place behind
the glass in his orangerie, snipping a wayward leaf
adjusting stakes, then gazing out as though
at children playing, chiding silentiy the antics
of the years —old green never disheartened, branches,
roots, the stubborn stalk; and old death too, there
always, gloating by the tombs, holding one for him.
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The Rockford Files
by Scott P. Richert

Robbing Paul to Pay Paul
After 12 years under federal rule, Rockfordians are looking forward to tiie end of
the People Who Care school-desegregation lawsuit on June 30, 2002. If the district administration and the school board
have their way, however, the fat lady may
not actually begin singing for another ten
)'ears.
O n e of the many elements that has
made the Rockford case unique is the
particular form of judicial taxation used
to fund almost a third of a billion dollars
in court-ordered "desegregation remedies"—everything from busing to magnet
schools to pizza parties to owl pellets
(don't ask). Using a novel interpretation
of the Illinois Tort Immunity Act (which
was designed to provide governmental
entities with funds to pay one-time settlements in lawsuits), the school board, for
nine years, levied an annual tax ranging
from about $15 million to $30 million.
Unlike normal tax increases, which have
to be approved by referendum, the tort
tax was levied without public approval,
often at the order of federal magistrate P.
Michael Mahoney.
Through the efforts of a crusading attorney, Michael O'Brien (who took the
case pro bono), and a cidzen watchdog
group, Rockford Educating All Children
(R.E.A.CH.), up to 16,000 local taxpayers each year protested the tort-tax levy.
Finally, last year, the Illinois State Supreme Court declared the district's use of
the tort tax illegal and ordered the district
to refund all of the taxes paid under
protest, a total of about $35 million.
Facing a heavy hit to its $270 million
budget, the district negotiated a settlement with O'Brien, under which it could
pay taxpayers 100 percent of what they
are owed in three equal installments over
the course of three years, or 80 percent if
the district makes full payment by June
30. Moreover, the district was allowed to
encourage taxpayers to waive their refunds, a strategy that seems to have
worked: Currently, the district's liability
is only $29 million if it pays over three
years, or $23.2 million if it takes the 80pereent route.
If the district took the first option, it
would liave to come up with $9.67 million per year for three years. Now, cut-

ting a little less than ten million dollars
out of a budget of $270 million in order
to free up the money for this year might
be unpleasant, but it is certainly possible.
And making those cuts would have certain advantages. First, if they were made
in ongoing programs, they would only
need to be made o;ice; the money would
continue to be available in the second
and third years. Second, after the three
years have ended, the school board could
reduce the onerous property-tax burden
on Rockford's taxpayers. And third, the
district would not have to borrow the
money, saving millions in interest.
Still, since the 80-percent option was
proposed by the school district's lawyers,
no one should have been surprised when
the administration and the school board
decided to take it. That left the district
with three options: cut $23.2 million out
of the budget when the fiscal year is already more than half over; find some wav
of raising the money; or combine cuts
with "revenue enhancement." Obviously, if the school board and the administration were unwilling to cut $9.67 million, they certainly were not going to cut
$23.2 million. Instead, the administration initially turned to another oddity of
Illinois law, the "backdoor referendum,"
to raise the full $23.2 million, (It is likely
that this was their plan all along, which is
why they proposed the 80-percent option.) Under a backdoor referendum, a
governmental body can issue bonds without voter approval, provided that it does
not raise its overall tax rate to repay the
bonds. Voters can force a referendum by
gathering the signatures of five percent of
the district's registered voters in 30 days.
If they fail, the governmental body has a
green light to issue the bonds.
Under intense questioning from local
radio talk-show host Chris Bowman late
last year. District 205 Superintendent
Alan Brown confirmed that his administration was considering a backdoor referendum. Amidst a public outcry and vows
by R.E.A.CH. and the Winnebago County Taxpayers' Association to gather the
signatures necessar)' to force the referendum onto die ballot, the district dropped
the plan. Instead, on January 8, the
school board voted five to two to place a
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ten-year, $23.2 million alternative revenue bond referendum on the March 19
ballot. The bonds would be paid off at a
cost of approximately $3,125 million per
year, using revenue from corporate replacement taxes. However, since 6.1 percent of that revenue is currently used to
cover the district's contributions to the
Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund, Social Security, FICA, and Medicare, and
the rest is divided between the district's
education and operations fvmds, the
school board and the administration will
either have to make a little over three million dollars in cuts or—and here's the
rub —raise taxes an equivalent amount.
Since the referendum is now^ coming in
through the front door (so to speak), the
district is no longer restricted from raising
its overall tax rate.
Wliile it seems unlikely that the referendum will pass under such conditions,
stranger things have happened. In the
mid-90's, the district issued bonds to fund
the court-ordered construction of schools
and guaranteed them with tort taxes.
Rather than repudiate the bonds—an action that the Illinois Supreme Court, in
its ruling, declared perfectly appropriate—the district put a referendum on the
ballot to refinance the bonds and bring
them under the education fund. Many
of the same people who had fought the
desegregation suit and judicial taxation
endorsed the referendum, and it passed
overwhelmingly. Now, taxpayers are saddled with that debt for another ten years.
If history repeats itself, the taxpayers of
Rockford may well end up paving an additional $31.25 million in taxes over the
next ten years in order to return to the tax
protesters 80 percent of the money that
was illegally taken from them over the
previous nine years. And so, rather than
Independence Day come early, June 30,
2002, might just be business as usual, c
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