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January witnessed the inauguration of the 44th
president of the United States, and the first of African
Americanorigins,thoughMissToniMorrisonclaimed
President Bill Clinton was America's "First Black President" and in the 1920s there were rumors about
President Warren Harding that were not meant as
compliments. President Barack H. Obama's African
American roots are, and on a frigid day in Washington he intoned a somber speech on the steps of the
Capitol, fully cognizant of the economic gloom facing
the country but apparently utterly unaware that
Global Warming is passe. Mr. Obama offered change
and hope, and a new tone in Washington—though the
weekend before he spoke, as many as 100 private jets
had landed at Dulles International, closing the runway but assuring that Washington's new tone would
be very tony indeed. By the end of the inaugural revels twice as many private jets had flown into the capital as had flown in for President George W. Bush's
2004 ceremonies—new tone, indeed.
In Illinois Mr. Obama's former supporter. Gov. Rod
Blagojevich, was fighting impeachment for attempting to sell Mr. Obama's Senate seat to the highest
bidder, and in early January Gov. Bill Richardson
of New Mexico had to withdraw his nomination as
Mr. Obama's commerce secretary, owing to corruption investigations back home. Then Mr. Obama's
nominee for secretary of the treasury, Mr. Timothy
Geithner, admitted that he owed $34,000 in back
taxes, and former senator Tom Daschle, Mr. Obama's
nominee for secretary of health and human services,
admitted to failing to pay more than $128,000 in
taxes and to engaging in energetic lobbying. It was
all quite embarrassing, but it did shed light on why
Democrats do not mind if the government raises
their taxes. They simply do not pay them. By the end
of January a new bumper sticker was seen around
Washington: "Vote Democratic! Raise Taxes. Don't
Pay Them."

In Canada members of a breakaway Mormon group
were charged with polygamy, which is not to be
confused with the board game Monopoly. Investigators in New York probed the financial chicanery
of Mr. Bernard Madoff, who amassed a fortune by
paying off early investors with monies he cadged
from more recent investors, which is not to be confused with the federal government's Social Security
system. Mid-month a blast of freezing weather
crossed much of the United States from Canada,
bringing some of the coldest weather experienced by
Americans—environmentalists included—since the
arctic weather of 2004. Even Hollywood, California,
suffered the shivers as Los Angeles experienced a
rare snowfall. January, in fact, marked the 10th
winter in a row that frigid weather befooled the environmental wackos' computer predictions of Global
Inferno, and once again it was gloomy Mr. Al Gore's
fate to testify before Congress about the nonexistent
inferno on one of Washington's coldest, most inclement days. The Sage appeared at the door of the Capitol
wearing a heavy overcoat and stepping cautiously
lest he slip on the ice. Glassy-eyed—and frankly looking adipose—he answered questions posed to him by
Senator Jean-Fran9ois Kerry's Foreign Relations
Committee. Perhaps inspired by hushed tones of his
adulatory questioners, he occasionally lapsed into
Oriental rumble-bumble, as when he chanted: "The
road to Copenhagen has three steps to it." None of
the senators laughed or even asked that the former
vice president submit to a urine test. Actually, a
Republican senator, the Hon. Bob Corker, chirped
that he "very much enjoyed your sense of humor too."
Mr. Gore was not joking, you dinkelspiel! That is how
the mooncalf talks, even with his manicurist.

American conservatives, alarmed about illegal
immigration, could borrow a page from the political
playbook of Italian prime minister Silvio Berlusconi.
Sr. Berlusconi is supporting a campaign in Italy's
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northern cities to eliminate the sale of ethnic foods
such as kebabs, hog brain sandwiches, and egg fung u
(Italian pronunciation). Left-wing epicures are branding the campaign "gastronomic racism," but Italy's

American conservatives, alarmed
about illegal immigration,
could borrow a page from the
political playbook of Italian
prime minister Silvio Berlusconi.
Sr. Berlusconi is supporting a
campaign in Italy's northern
cities to eliminate the sale
of ethnic foods.
minister of agriculture, Sr. Luca Zaia, remains on the
offensive. Asked by a skinny journalist if he had ever
dined on a kebab or any other non-Italian foodstuffs,
the fiery minister asseverated: "No—and I defy anyone to prove the contrary. I prefer the dishes of my
native Veneto. I even refuse to eat pineapple." That
last reference does, in point of fact, intimate at least a
hint of racial prejudice, but maybe our Onorevole
Ministro is unfamiliar with slurs heard on the streets
of Honolulu. Miss Caroline Kennedy pulled out of
the race for Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton's Senate
seat after it became evident that the daughter of
President John F. Kennedy is not English-speaking.
President Obama initiated steps to close the terrorist prison at Guantanamo Bay, after it was reported by U.S. intelligence sources that only 61 of the
inmates who have been released have actually gone
back to killing Americans and others were pursuing
graduate studies or, one hopes, seeking employment
at the United Nations. As for the 250 aggrieved
inmates now being held at Guantanamo, they could
be brought to the White House to do gardening and
light lawn work. Possibly some might help Mr.
Geithner and Sen. Daschle with their taxes. In birdwatching news, the state of Maryland announced a
crackdown against poultry farms that allow bird
droppings to wash into the Chesapeake Bay, and on a
less sanguine note a US Airways Airbus A320 was
brought down after takeoff at LaGuardia Airport by
a flock of Canada geese that crossed the airplane's
path, causing it to make an emergency landing in the
Hudson River, where all 155 passengers and crew
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members survived. The plane's engine served as
giant Cuisinart to the unfortunate birds, raising the
question in many birders as to what the hell an airplane is doing in the vicinity of LaGuardia, a revered
bird-watching site. At month's end the exquisitely
entertaining President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of
Iran answered President Obama's offer to talk with
Iranian leaders with a witty riposte that the new
president apologize for U.S. "crimes" and undertake
"deep and fundamental change." Does he mean
change we can believe in? Mr. Ahmadinejad, nicknamed Mr. Mad, was followed up by his country's
spokesman, Mr. Gholam Hossein Elham, who
quipped, "This request means Western ideology has
become passive." Obviously Mr. Obama has these
Iranians right where he wants them.
At age 9 3 Lieutenant General Harry W. O. Kinnard
passed away. He is the World War II officer who suggested to his commanding officer. Brigadier General
Anthony C. McAuliffe, when the Germans sought
their surrender during the Battle of the Bulge, the
famous retort, "nuts." Death also claimed the life of
Mr. Ron Asheton, the neurotic guitarist who backed
up Mr. Iggy Pop (not his real name) when both performed with the punk group "The Stooges." The Los
Angeles Times reported that Mr. Asheton's guitar
improvisations were also highly influential to a "generation" of "grunge and alternative rockers," though
among aficionados there really is no consensus.
Police called to Mr. Asheton's Ann Arbor, Michigan,
home found the guitarist's body when they inspected
what appeared to be a pile of old rags. The Bureau of
Census may have discovered
a more accurate method of
measuring the growth of the
United States illegal alien
population thanks to innovations recently introduced by
the Malaysian Department of
Wildlife and National Parks
to gauge the size of its elephant
herds. For years researchers
have measured the Malaysian
elephant population by visual
counts, but more recently they
began to measure the population by counting dung piles.
The Malaysian herd is up to
631 elephants and the dung
just keeps piling up. ^M
.
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Better than a White House Pass
Want to know a secret? Well, my
friend, then today is your lucky day.
Because today I'm going to share
with you a little-known, but vital
source of the world's most valuable
commodity—useful information.
I'm going to tell you where true
insiders turn when they need to understand what just happened in politics.
Perhaps more importantly, I'm going to tell you about
my "crystal ball" for knowing what is about to happen.
Think about how hard it would be to develop your
own impeccable sources of useful information. Imagine
how many years—decades really—it would take to develop unshakeable trust with key contacts in the Defense
Department, the White House, the Justice Department,
on Wall Street and in State Houses across the country.
After 30 years in the business, I'm proud of the sources of
information I've developed. Yet if you were to ask people in
the know who has "the best" sources in Washington, 9 out of
10 would respond Bob Novak. Period.
N o one else comes up with the big stories, week after
week. And they're not just earth-shattering, headlinegrabbing news stories that Bob unearths (although he's had
his fair share of those, too). . . it is his explaining what the
news means that is so impressive. That level of understanding
is possible only because of the behind-the-scenes conversations he has with officials at the highest levels of government and commerce.
Bob has developed sources and reported on vital topics for more than 40 years. From his early days covering
Capitol Hill for the Wall Street Journal to the pinnacle of
success he now enjoys, Bob has fostered inside sources in
every government department, and office—from top poUticians, to presidential advisors, to staff aides, to secretaries.

The insider's Bible—the Evans-Novak
Political Report
So how do I {and how can you) capitalize on Bob's inside
knowledge?

Well it ain't just by watching him on TV, that's for sure!
Unbeknownst to most people outside Washington,
every 14 days Bob Novak quietly circulates a privately published
letter called the Evans-Novak Political Report.
For more than 30 years, captains of industry, lobbyists, administration officials, and other journalists have
devoured Bob's letter. With steely-eyed precision Bob
reports, analyzes and predicts the most important stories
affecting politics and business today.
The Evans-Novak Political Report isn't about political
ideology, it's about political reality. That's why Bob's subscribers include executives and politicians from across the
political spectrum.

Limited availabihty
ENPR is perhaps the most insightful, hard-hitting and
accurate newsletter in the coimtry.
Yet you'll never see it on newsstands, and it has seldom
even been made available to the public. Frankly, we were
honored when Bob's pubHsher agreed to make it available
to you as a subscriber to The American Spectator. (And at
a significant saving, too!)
When you think about it, don't you deserve the same
information that scores of Senators, members of Congress,
bank presidents, influential editors, and even Bush's top
advisors see?
Frankly, I wouldn't be without it, and neither should you.
Special offer for you as a subscriber t o
The American Spectator
Bob's letter normally sells for $297 per year—and it's
worth every penny. But we asked for—and got—a terrific
deal for American Spectator subscribers. You can have
Bob's bi-weekly letter sent directly to your home (and
e-mail) for just $197—$100 off the regular price.
I wouldn't want to be without Bob's keen observations.
With his private newsletter, it's as if you were the proverbial "fly
on the wair in BoFs private conversations. You will be amazed
at what you will learn in each and every issue.
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Inside information, in person
As a subscriber to the Evans-Novak Political Report
you will also have the unique opportunity to attend Bob's
Pohtical Forum, held twice yearly in a private club in
downtown Washington, DC.
At each Forum, you will come in direct contact with key
political and business leaders. Recent Forums have featured
Vice President Dick Cheney, Steve Forbes, Speaker of the
House Dennis Hastert, RNC Chairman Ken Mehlman,
former Secretary of State Colin Powell, Senate Majority
Leader Bill Frist, Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid and
many, many other top officials.
These Forums are strictly off the record—^no working
journalists are allowed to attend—so these important pohtical and business leaders feel free to tell you things they'd
never say for attribution.
Better still, you'll be able to ask tough questions and
even speak your mind about pending legislation or even
wrongheaded policy that affects your business, commimity
and family.
Attendance at each event is strictly limited, but as an
ENPR subscriber, you'll have the first opportunity to
reserve a seat.

You'll also qualify for FREE fast-breaking reports
When critical events warrant, as will likely happen often
in the upcoming Presidential election season, Bob and
his staff of ace reporters work overtime for you. Pohtical
developments don't honor publishing schedules, so Bob's
team adjusts to fit the news schedule with timely interim
e-mail alerts. You'll receive these special alerts via e-mail
FREE, as part of your subscription.

T r y the Evans-Novak Political Report
100% risk free
I hope you take my word for it and try ENPR today.
Once you do, I know you'll be glad you did.
And if, for some reason, you don't find the
Evans-Novak Political Report to be indispensable, you're
covered 100%. If you're not completely satisfied within the
first 90 days, 100% of your money will be cheerfiilly refunded.
(And even after that, you can get the unused portion of your
subscription promptly refunded at any time.)
Considering the tumultuous times we are living in, I
strongly urge you to join me by having the best sources of
information at your fingertips. Call 1-800-789-5367 today.
Subscribe today . . . you'll thank me later.
Sincerely,

7
R. Emmett Tyrrell
Founder and Editor-in-Chief
The American Spectator
P.S. Please note: The Evans-Novak Political Report isn't
a glitzy newsletter with shiny paper and lots of pictures.
Instead, expect concisely written, time-sensitive stories and
analysis that hits home with immediate relevance.
P.P.S. Don't forget, I have secured an incredible discount
for you as an American Spectator subscriber. In fact,
you'll save $100 by ordering today. Just make sure you
mention you are an American Spectator subscriber when
you call 1-800-789-5367. . . or simply return the form
below. Either way, I urge you to subscribe today.

cSw
Sign me up for a risk-free subscription to the Evans-Novak

Political Report-^z

liardest-liitting, most accurate political newsletter available.

Name

Payment Options (D.C. residents add 5.75% sales tax):

Address

•
or
•

State

Citv

Zip

My check is enclosed. (Payable to ENPR)
Please charge my:

[]] T ^

E-mail
(To receive FREE e-mail delivery service and reports!

Pfione

Card#

Check one:

Signature

•

1 year (26 bi-weekly Issues) for $ 1 9 7 - you save $100 off
the regular rate of $297

or
•

2 year (52 bi-weekly issues] for $3A7-you save $247 off the
regular rate of $594 [Best deal!]

D

Please mail to:
Evans-Novak Political Report
Eagle Publishing, Inc.
One Massachusetts Avenue, NW • Washington, DC 20001

1-800-789-5367
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Collateral Damage
Some Obama administration
insiders, including White House
chief of staff Rahm Emanuel
and environmental czar Carol
Browner, face potential exposure

THE

PROWL

Emanuel was a senior adviser
to President Clinton. Browner
served in the cabinet. Also of
interest to Republicans: documents that might have involved
new secretary of state Hillary
Rodham Clinton.

Citrus Politics
Florida sources say that Rep.
Adam Putnam's decision to seek

for activities they undertook during the Clinton administration,
thanks to President Obama's
repeal of the 2001 executive order
that allowed former presidents
and vice presidents to keep documents secret past the traditional
12-year limit.
Under the new rules. Freedom
of Information Act requests for
documents previously sealed
under the 2001 order can be
reviewed by the Department of
Justice for release. The DO J
would determine whether the
document can be released.
"[The repeal] was intended to
allow outside groups the chance
to get at documents from the
Bush administration, but the
order had to open the way for
Clinton documents, too," says a
Senate Republican staffer on the
Judiciary Committee. "There may
be some interesting stuff from the
Clinton years involving many of
the people who are now in senior
Obama positions."

the Florida state agriculture commissioner job is grounded not only
in positioning himself for a gubernatorial run, but also in dissatisfaction with the House Republican
leadership he worked with in the
2006-08 congressional cycle.
Given Florida's extensive agriculture business (not only fruits
and vegetables—the state now
has more cattle than Oklahoma),
and the makeup of the state
geographically and politically,
Putnam believes he can use the
office as a stepping-stone to
the governor's mansion.
Putnam was seen as a rising
star in the House, and directed
the minority party's communications efforts. But Putnam was
essentially pushed aside by fellow
member Eric Cantor during the

home mortgage bailout debate
last fall. While Cantor made several communications miscues,
Putnam continued to be the team
player and took the fall.
"Cantor took a principled vote
to defeat the first $750 billion
bailout that created the TARP
funds, and made it all about
Pelosi's mean speech," says a
House leadership aide. "Adam
wanted to make it about the
principled victory, but Cantor
won that fight and the rest is
history, and not good history."
Cantor led the fight to get the
TARP bill passed, which added
to the sins of Republican House
members who lost their elections later that fall.
Putnam is expected to finish
his term, and will be challenged
for the state job. It is believed that
Gov. Charlie
Crist is
interested in
seeking reelection to
his job, but
would be
term-limited.
Some think
he may run
for the open Senate seat now filled
by Sen. Mel Martinez.

Executive Disorder
Legal counsel at the Central
Intelligence Agency have not
received clear guidance from the
White House on President
Obama's decision to close
Guantanamo Bay and put limits
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