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enator Bob Packwood, the Wall
Street Journal tells us, leads “a
double life.” He is one of the
most powerful senators in this great
city. His influence on health care and
the North American free-trade pact is
vast. Yet back home in progressive
Oregon he travels by night to avoid the
forces of moral and political uplift.
Even in Washington he is scorned by
those moral and intellectual colossi. On
the historic night that President Bill
Clinton delivered his health-care speech
to Congress, Senator Packwood was a
focus of awe, owing to his powerful
position on the Senate Finance
Committee. Yet a few blocks away,
over at the Stewart Mott House, which
is owned by “the wealthy liberal
activist,” other liberal activists gathered wearing “Goodbye Bob” buttons.
And theirs was not a joyous bon voyage. They were really indignant, as
these colossi usually are; but their
indignation was directed at the kindly
and progressive Bob.
Well, if we have seen it once we
have seen i t twice, and once was

social issues, and he was a champion of
legalized abortion back in the days
when abortion was thought to be the
work of Lucifer. The right-of-center
American Conservative Union accords
him a lowly rating of 33. And the progressive Americans for Democratic
Action smiles on him with a 60. Now
the senator’s progressive past is screaming at him and flaunting those sour buttons. His problem is that he took his liberal cohorts at their word.
Up until a few years ago a major

e n o u g h : the r e v o l u t i o n devours its
children. Senator Packwood in his long

career has been a paragon of liberal
Republicanism. He was for many years
a Great Hope against Goldwaterism,
Nixonism, and Reaganism. Women’s
issues have been a specialty with him,
but also the whole Good Government
agenda. He has been ardent on all the
~~

Adapted f r o m R E T ’ S weekly
Washington Times column syndicated
by Creators Syndicate.
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theme of the forward-lookers was sexual liberation, or at least a relaxation of
America’s squeamishness toward sex.
Senator Packwood shared their hopes
for, say, the Swedish approach to sexuality or maybe the Italian or perhaps the
French. Well, at some point in the
1970s we got all three, and many
Americans celebrated the sexual revolution with gusto. Senator Packwood
was among the many celebrants, but
times have changed. The liberal
activists have placed other matters on
their agenda and one is Senator
Packwood’s head. He should have recognized that Americans are not
Europeans, or at least he should have
had the good sense to have been a
homosexual. More than two dozen
women from the senator’s past have
complained that they were the recipients of unwanted attention from him.
The complaints of some of these
women come from many years ago.
In the days of the sexual revolution
they would have been ignored or
snickered at. Today the revolution is
over, at least for heterosexuals, and the
reaction has set in. That it is being led
b y “liberal a c t i v i s t s ” over at the

Stewart Mott House should surprise no
one. In this century there is no noble
cause or liberal value that liberals have
not gladly reversed themselves on,
except for one. That one value is disturbing their neighbors. To disturb is
to educate. It is the essence of art and
maturity-so long as the disturber is a
liberal. Other disturbers are viewed
less favorably.
In the case of sex, the liberals
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Throughout history,
whenever anxwherever trade baAiers
have been lowered, the participating
economies have flourished.
Through NAFTA we will most certainly see
a boost to the economic vitality of the
U.S., Canada and Mexico.”
-Ronald Reagan
The opponents of NAFTA don’t seem to understand this basic fact. They cling to a
world view of protectionism. They want to build walls around America- just when
they’re coming down all over the world.

EXPORTS
EQUAL JOBS.
NAFTA means free trade and more open markets for American goods. It lowers
barriers in Mexico and Canada so our goods can get in. NAFTA will give a competitive advantage to U.S. products - cars, computers and high technology goods and
services. And, as any first year economics student can tell you, more U.S. exports
mean more U.S. jobs.
SUPPORTING
DEMOCRACY
NAFTA will continue to encourage the move away from socialism and dictatorships
toward democracy in Latin America. The U.S. would be crazy to turn its back on
Latin America just when it is beginning to develop democratic principles and goals.

U.S. LEADERSHIP
NAFTA will create the largest trading alliance in the world with the U.S. in the lead.
If NAFTA fails, then the U.S. risks being left behind as the Asian and European trading
coalitions are formed.

SUPPORTERS
OF NAFTA
NAFTA is supported by all our presidents and 14 Nobel prize-winning economists.
Ronald Reagan puts it best: “The Cold war is over and now we must break down the
tariff walls that restrict the free-flow of trade on our continent.”
CALL
CONGRESS
Many members of Congress say privately they are “intellectually” in favor of NAFTA,
but fear political repercussions for voting for it. Call your representatives in
Washington. Tell them you’ll stand up for them, if they stand up for NAFTA.

GOODFOR JOBS
Paid for by USA
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applauded its spread. They were admirers of the free-speech movement. Soon
salacious language was the mark of an
enlightened mind. In art-or what passes
for art-the notion of obscenity was
hooted at. Sex for many liberals was
until recently the highest form of recreation-even higher than chess. It was
Therapy! Spirituality! Self-Awareness!
Now it is Brutality. Ignominy. And Very
Embarrassing. Well, Senator Packwood,
consistency has not been a liberal value
for a long time.
Senator Packwood has, of course,
apologized for his past. American public figures are very good at public
apologies. After all, in their lives words

mean so little. He has spent two days
testifying in private before the Senate
ethics committee where, doubtless,
more words were wasted. Soon we
should hear whether his colleagues
intend to hold public hearings. That is
what “liberal activists” want. I do, too,
but for a different reason. The activists
believe that Senator Packwood will be
revealed as a cad and-who knowsperhaps worse. I believe the activists
will be revealed as public nuisances and
a threat to the very liberal tradition they
claim to espouse. That is for the good.
America’s liberal tradition was of value
when it was under the stewardship of
liberals. Cl

....................................................................................

Mascot Studies

T

he American university is not a
happy place. It is supposed to be
an incubator of higher learning,
abundant with frisky young people and
cultured profs. Actually many of the
young people are quite grim. Both profs
and students live in fear of the thought
patrols. And the entire institution is at the
mercy of malcontents and quacks. The
chief business of a university is supposed
to embrace study and, among select professors, research. Nowadays, these pursuits are frequently disrupted by the
ongoing campaigns of so-called feminists and other axe-grinders. Learning is
subordinated to reform.
Consider this. At Auburn University,
the Politically Correct have waged a
campaign to replace the school’s
“Senator” mascot, because it struck the
moron element as racist and sexist and
resembled to them-a “white plantation
owner.” At the University of Alabama
at Birmingham, the Politically Correct
succeeded in banishing that school’s
mascot, too. It was a distinctly comic
Norseman, but again the morons triumphed, objecting that the Norseman
was “too masculine to represent female
students.” University officials had spent
two years and $20,000 to develop it, but
according to the university’s sports
information director, “he (the
Norseman) was-I hate to use the
word-too
Aryan-some
people
14

objected-because it was too white, or
too male, or too violent or scared little
children.”
Then we have the controversy at the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst.
There the Politically Correct have insisted that the school’s mascot is “racist,
sexist, and promoted violence.” They
might also object that the mascot is treasonous, anti-monarch, and anti-British,
for the shocking mascot is the
Minuteman, the colonial militiaman
standing ready to resist the Redcoats at a
minute’s notice. There are hundreds of
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similar controversies rumbling through
American universities today, and all are
taken with the utmost seriousness. What
does it tell us?
For one thing it tells us that protest
and demonstration have become major
themes of American life. Truth be
known, most of the old injustices are
defunct. There is no more governmentsanctioned segregation, though some
minority members wish to segregate
themselves. There are no controversial
wars. We have been through our sexual
revolution, personal liberations, and the
drug experience, most of which came out
unhappily. But the role model of the protester and reformer have gained eminence in American legend; and so now
many vicarious Martin Luther Kings and
Eleanor Roosevelts lust for their moment
in history.
At our universities, neither professors
nor administrators apparently possess the
discernment to distinguish between a
harmless mascot and, say, a flaming
cross on a hill. They have filled their
campuses with intellectually lazy people
who are bored by books and always
ready for some soul-searching debate or
gaudy march. They would all be better
off guzzling beer and cheering the local
mud wrestlers.
There is today on campus-and for
that matter throughout much of
American life-an innocent assumption
that any protester must have a point. We
have quite forgotten that familiar figure
of the past, the malcontent. Past generations recognized these odious cranks
when they commenced to bawl and
took them cum grano salis. If by accident the malcontent had come upon a
legitimate grievance, fine-the
Republic initiated a reform and passed
on. Today the country is at the mercy of
these disturbed people, and actually
raises many to lifelong prominence.
Think of Jesse Jackson or Ralph Nader.
Is there any legitimate reform associated with Jackson’s name that Martin
Luther King did not set in motion years
before? Nader may have done slightly
better for the commonweal, but surely a
review of his decades of gripes reveals
little that has been constructive. Worse,
these grumblers have inspired thousands of common malcontents to take
up a noble cause. Vexed debate over the
campus mascot is but one of the unhappy consequences. IJ
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of three U.S. Presidents make you
a more powerful speaker?
The “secret” of leaders who regularly
speak before audiences.
uppose for a moment that,
you
Sdeliver
had to give a speech, you could create and
a powerful, eloquent presentation.
every time

The kind of speech with a real impact. That
communicates ideas, motivates and inspires,
and generates action. That wins applause and
rave reviews, earns you recognition, enhances
your image, and makes both you and your organization look good.
There is a way to achieve that goal.
What’s the “secret” of that handful of elite
business leaders who are superb speakers? They
know how toprepare. They have mastered ttxhniques to streamline the process, dramatically
reducing the time and effort required to craft a
brilliantly effective presentation.
You can do it, too. With the help of
American Speaker.

Presidential speechwriter
makes a key discovery.
Behind American Speaker is a remarkable
man: Editor-in-Chief Aram Bakshian, Jr.
ham served as a speechwriterfor Presidents
Nixon and Ford. In the Reagan Administration,
he was responsible for President Reagan’s
speeches, and supervised the entire Presidential
speechwritingstaff.
During his years in the White House, and
later, writing speeches for high-level corporate
managers, h a m Bakshian, Jr. realized that no
resource existed to help an executive prepare
an importantpresentation - without assistance
and without a big budget.
Now, fortunately, that’s all changed.

The perfect speech for every occasion.

In the Oval Office, Presidenf Reagan congratulates

Aram Bakshian, Jr. for his outstanding service as
White House Director of Speechwriting.

Techniques of the pros.
American Speaker is packed with proven
and tested ideas. Just one could more than repay
its price. For example:

The simple formula, employed by the greatest
speakers, for galvanizing an audience.
When to use humor. Before you tell a joke,
be certain that it passes this 4-point test.
Content is only 7% of your impact as
a speaker. What’s the other 93%?
Addressing an official function? In almost
every case, these 3 rules of protocol are all
you need to know.
Little time to prepare? No problem!
How to use statistics, numbers, charts so they
intrigue -not bore -your audience.
“Er, uh...?” How to banish awkward speech
habitsforever!
Speaking extemporaneously. What to do if
you go blank.
How to build an unforgettable climax into
every presentation.
PLUS: Times of day you should never speak
... A common opening line to avoid ... How to
choose the most powerful title ... Handling
questions successfully ... Dealing with a hostile audience member ... Conquer nervousness
- and even make it work for you ... And
much more!

You must be convinced that American
Speaker is worth many times its price. You’ll
also receive, as afiee bonus, “100 Best Quotes
for 1994.” You are fully protected by our
unconditionalmoney-back guarantee:
Keep American Speaker for 30 days. Put it
to work. If you are dissatisfied in any way, for
any reason, return it for a prompt and full
refind - no questions asked. Even if you do,
“100 Best Quotes” remains yours to keep.
Never again hesitate about a speaking invitation or assignment - even when it comes on
short notice. You’ll have the assurance of
knowing that American Speaker is there to help.
You’ll always have a dramatic opening ...
a memorable closing...relevant facts and quotations and humorous points...and expert advice
to help you shape and sharpen your presentation.
It’s almost like having a top speechwriter on
staff - but at a very reasonable “salary.”
Please respond today.
Call Toll-Free 1-800-368-0115
(In Washington, D.C.: 202-337-5960)

Or FAX 202-333-5198
Or mail the coupon below.
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Exporting Famine

S

everal months ago, the Village
Voice carried an unusual story
about Somalia on its cover: “The
Famine Food Created,” by Michael
Maren. In October he spoke at the Cat0
Institute, his talk billed as “Good
Intentions Gone Awry.” I decided to find
out what he had to say.
He turned out to be a quietly spoken
man of 37 who over the years has
worked for the Peace Corps, Catholic
Relief Services, and the U.S. Agency for
International Development. He has spent
time in India, Kenya, Ethiopia, and
Somalia, and to say that he had become
disillusioned about food aid would be
putting it mildly.
His message was shocking and newsworthy, but almost wholly neglected by the
U.S. news media: the free food that year
after year is dumped in these African counbies undermines the local agriculture and so
causes famines when rainfall is below normal. The famine in Somalia was caused by
the food that for years had been unloaded at
the docks of Mogadishu. “Food is killing
people, and that must stop,” Maren said.
Somalia has enough arable land to feed
itself even in the worst drought, he said.
Briefly, in 1987, Somalia actually exported
food. The country has no “population problem.” It has a total of 6 million people in a
country the size of Texas. The problem is
that free food undermines the market for
locally grown food.
On January 13 there was an article on
the subject by Alison Mitchell in the
New York Times, but I think it was the
only one they published this year. Here is
how it began:
SOMALIA-In this Country Of
hunger, Faadumi Abdi Arush is cursed
with corn. She has corn stored away in
GENALE,

Tom Bethell is The American Spectator’s
Washington correspondent.

barrels, corn stacked in sacks, corn to be
tossed away as chicken feed. Mrs. Arush
survived Somalia’s civil war, and she and
the farm hands on her large holding even
managed to tend her fields, producing a
bountiful harvest of corn four months ago.
But when she took her crop to the
market, she found that the infusion of
food from relief agencies was cutting
demand. With food prices falling in a
bottomless tumble, no merchant wanted
to risk buying her corn and then see the
prices tumble still lower, she said.
“Nobody is interested,” said the slender
52-year-old farmer, pointing in exasperation to the piles of corn already gone
bad that had been thrown on a tarpaulin
for chicken feed. “Everybody has his
own relief supply.”
This is the paradox of famine and
famine relief. The international charity
that stopped starvation eventually can
become a problem in itself, threatening
to destroy what little remains of the
local farm economy.
Mitchell went on to note that the price of
rice in Somalia was said to be the lowest in
the world, having fallen to $5 for a 110-lb.
bag-less than half the price in the U.S.
She added that “some relief agencies are
starting to fear that the relief food will now
cause another cycle of dependency by
depressing the food market and making it
unprofitable for fanners to farm.” The principal relief agencies are CARE, Catholic
Relief Services, World Vision, and Save
the Children. Says Willet Weeks of Save
the Children: “Prolonging free food distribution as the need is diminishing is a sure
recipe for prolonging the famine.”
To understand the problem that food
creates, it is necessary to go back in time
before the emergency arises. Most food
aid-about 90 percent of it-is distributed
in places where there is no famine and, of
course, where there are no reporters or TV
cameras. This is the invisible part of the
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by Tom Bethell
exercise, and the crucial part. It is here
that native self-sufficiency is undermined,
day by day. This is happening in many
countries in Africa right now: for example, Zaire, Rwanda, Burundi, Mali,
Burkina Faso, Senegal, Ivory Coast,
Togo, and Ghana.
And no doubt many more. These are
simply the countries that Maren reeled off
when I asked him to name the countries
where free, non-emergency food is being
distributed. In any given country, Maren
told me, CARE or Catholic Relief Services
or World Vision have routine programs:
“School feeding programs, where they give
food to children; mother-child health programs, where they give food to women
with kids at clinics; and food-for-work programs, where they dump food on people
for digging holes, things like that: digging
wells, building roads.” These projects tend
to be make-work. Maren identifies one
going on in Mogadishu right now: “Foodfor-work consists of giving people empty
garbage bags and then trading a bag of
food for a bag of trash.’’ This is doomed to
turn into a scavenging exercise, he says,
“with people looting garbage trucks as they
once looted food convoys.”

M

eanwhile, in Somalia, as in
other countries not yet known
to the media or “the international community,” local agriculture and
self-sufficiency is undermined, sack by
free sack. Once there is a drought or a
civil war in which the normal channels of
food distribution are disrupted, there is
likely to be a famine. Then the relief organizations will telephone their friends in
the news media and show up with more
food-this time in a true emergency. The
television crews will get the starving-children footage they need to make the
evening news. And the relief organizations will be depicted in a very favorable
light, alleviating on camera the starvation
The American Spectator
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