Fourteen days

[IRAQ]

The Iraqi election has apparently produced an absolute parliamentary majority
for the United Iraqi Alliance, a group of
Shi’ite religious parties. Their most likely
coalition partner is the Kurdish Alliance.
In any case, it appears that Prime Minister
Allawi, the American selection to run Iraq,
won’t figure in its future—at least if the
election results hold.
Speculation is perilous, but it is worth
wondering whether the Bush administration is happy with the result: $300 billion
spent, nearly 1,500 dead, thousands of
Americans seriously wounded—not to
mention hundreds of thousands of
Iraqis with dead relatives to avenge and
destroyed property—all for a government with close links to the Shi’ite mullahs of Tehran. For that is the likely
result: the leader of the Shi’ite coalition,
Abdul Aziz al-Hakim, spent two decades
in Iran; the leader of the Kurdish Alliance
is also close to Tehran.
It is not clear whether the new government will be able enact Sharia in Baghdad, but it does seem that such a government would be less likely to co-operate
with Bush administration plans to use
Iraq as a platform to start a war with
Iran. (Yes, we know that Condi Rice said
there are “no plans” for an attack “now,”
but there are numerous signs that one is
being considered, and the neocon desire
for a war with Iran is well-documented.)
So perhaps the new Iraqi theocratic
“democracy” will prove nettlesome to
the neoconservative project of endless
war in the Mideast. Not a Jeffersonian
result, but hardly an unwelcome one.
[BUDGET]
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MANY HAPPY RETURNS?

The president’s budget proposal usually ends up being a spending floor
rather than a ceiling. Congress will
increase spending beyond the requested
levels and end only a fraction of the programs the administration has put on the
chopping block. Last year, only five of
the 65 programs slated for termination
were abolished. And the 2006 spending
blueprint requests new largesse of its
own: $1.5 billion more in foreign aid,
$268 million for coal research, $260 million for hydrogen research, $100 million
to promote “healthy marriages,” and
$1.5 billion for the No Child Left Behind
high-school initiative. All told, the
budget weighs in at $2.57 trillion, without a penny for the Iraq War factored in.
Bush could veto excessive congressional appropriations, but apparently
he only reaches for that pen when Congress decides it might cut one of his
programs. When Republicans sought
to bring the Medicare prescription
drug benefit back to its originally projected size—a mammoth $400 billion—
he promised any changes would meet
his veto.

DOLLARS & NONSENSE
The Bush administration is busy congratulating itself on the frugality of its
latest federal budget. While this may be
true by profligate Bushie standards, a
little fiscal honesty is in order.
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[FREEDOM]

LIBERATE UNLV
The habits of freedom cannot be imposed
at the barrel of a gun, but if they could, a
good target for the U.S. military might
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the University of Nevada at Las Vegas.
There the libertarian economist HansHermann Hoppe faces university punishment for allegedly offending a “protected
group” in one of his lectures. Hoppe was
teaching his banking and finance class
about a general tendency of some groups
to defer their spending and save more
than others. Among the savers, parents
of young children; among the nonsavers, who tend to be less inclined to
forgo immediate gratification, were the
very young, the very old, and ... take a
deep breath ... homosexuals.
Apparently this deeply offended one
student, who filed a complaint to the
university. It is beyond the scope of this
space to speculate whether Hoppe’s
theory might in fact be true (though
recent front-page stories about the
growth of methamphetamine use and
behaviors involving hundreds of sex
partners in pockets of the gay community do not exactly discredit it). But
clearly the student who was so outraged
that he felt he had to file a formal complaint to the university has led, intellectually at least, a very sheltered life.
A university with any sense of academic freedom (as opposed to a
madrassa) would have laughed aloud
and told the offended student to grow
up. Regrettably, UNLV chose the other
course, and put Professor Hoppe
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through a gamut of university hearings,
finally reprimanding him and taking
away a scheduled pay raise. Hoppe is
being represented by an ACLU attorney.
If the university doesn’t back down, it
might be a job for the Marines.
[ I M M I G R AT I O N ]

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN
On a slightly more free campus, the University of North Texas chapter of the
Young Conservatives of Texas recently
held a “Capture an Illegal Immigrant
Day,” with members dressing in bright
orange t-shirts emblazed “illegal immigrant” and “catch me if you can.” Students who apprehended one of the illegals received a 100 Grand candy bar in
reward—symbolizing the economic
drain of unlawful immigration. Those
caught also explained to their captors
the perils posed by Bush’s guest-workers plan, a brave and principled stance
for young Texan conservatives.
Predictably, the event raised howls of
protest. “They might as well be wearing
white hoods,” said one member of a
Latino fraternity. Unlike UNLV, however, the University of North Texas did
not try to squelch unpopular ideas,
though the Young Conservatives were
confined to a “free-speech zone.” Chris
Brown, chairman of UNT’s Young Conservatives, had the right response to
those who claimed to take offense: “You
know what’s offensive? People coming
into my country illegally.”
[POLITICS]

NO CHOICE
IN PRO-CHOICE
Tim Roemer was the last man standing
against Howard Dean in the race for
chairman of the Democratic National
Committee. He should have been a
contender: Roemer, a former congressman from Indiana, had backing from
both House Democratic leader Nancy
Pelosi and Senate Democratic leader

Harry Reid, and as the last anti-Dean
candidate, opposition could have coalesced around him. But it didn’t—
instead, Roemer dropped out. Why?
Because Roemer is pro-life, and his
support evaporated as his position was
publicized.
If the Democrats want to offer values
voters any kind of choice at the polls in
the future, they would do well to listen
to Roemer. In a Washington Post op-ed
after his withdrawal, the former congressman noted that Democrats had been outflanked, with Republicans retaining the
support of pro-lifers even as “Bush campaigned throughout the country” with
the pro-abortion Republicans Rudy Giuliani and Arnold Schwarzenegger, and
the new Republican National Committee chairman “appointed JoAnn Davidson—who is pro-choice—as co-chairman of the RNC.”
For their own good, Democrats might
want to extend a little more tolerance
toward a truly persecuted minority—
pro-lifers in their own party.
[RIP]

SAM FRANCIS (1947-2005)
As we went to press, we heard news of
the death of Sam Francis, a wise and
provocative conservative author and
thinker and occasional contributor to
these pages. Sam had a wry humor, a
well developed sense of the tragic, a formidable knowledge of political theory—
he was of the most open-minded and
interesting exponents of a school of conservative thought that respected the Old
South and its institutions. An awardwinning editorialist at the Washington
Times, he later fell victim to the political
correctness that swept the conservative
world during the 1990s. We are saddened for many serious reasons but also
because Sam quite heroically lost about
130 pounds during the past two years
and should have had many productive
years ahead of him.
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Patrick J. Buchanan

The Stillborn Empire
Did I miss something? Where did all the “not since
Rome” bombast, talk of America’s “benevolent global
hegemony,” “Pax Americana,” and the New World Order
disappear to? Whatever happened to the
“jodhpurs and pith helmets” crowd?
Just a year ago, in the Irving Kristol
Lecture at the annual AEI dinner, columnist Charles Krauthammer rhapsodized
about America’s “global dominion” and
our having “acquired the largest seeming empire in the history of the world.”
We have “overwhelming global power,”
said Krauthammer. We are history’s
“designated custodians of the international system.” When the Soviet Union
fell, “something new was born, something utterly new—a unipolar world
dominated by a single superpower
unchecked by any rival and with decisive reach in every corner of the globe.
This is a staggering new development in
history, not seen since the fall of Rome.
... Even Rome is no model for what
America is today.”
Well, reality does have a way of intruding upon one’s fantasies, and, looking at
our world today, it would seem multipolarism is making quite a comeback.
Castro, though literally on his last legs,
yet defies the Americans and is about to
be succeeded as the leading hemispheric
Yankee-baiter by Hugo Chavez, the
Venezuelan ruler who lately defeated a
U.S.-backed recall. Chavez has just
ordered Russian-built MIG-29s and purchased 100,000 AK-47s and, despite U.S.
protests, Moscow appears ready to sell.
And as Chavez finds imitators in the
Andean nations, the Mexican government instructs its citizens in how best to
sneak across the border into the United
States. Would Caesar Augustus have put
up with such as this in mare nostrum?
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Our NATO allies, Tony Blair included,
are lifting their embargo on weapons
sales to China over the protests of President Bush. Old Europe remains adamant
in its refusal to send troops to Iraq, as the
Ukrainians and Poles, following the Spanish, quietly depart the beleaguered nation.
Germany, France, and Britain are
negotiating a deal by which Iran, if she
will submit to regular IAEA inspections,
will be permitted to enrich uranium for
nuclear power, be granted security guarantees, and be brought into the WTO.
America opposes the three allies’ concessions, but there is no NATO support
for U.S. military action. Should Bush
exercise that option, America will be
alone in fighting insurgents from the
eastern border of Syria to the western
border of Pakistan. U.S. generals are
advising the president that his legions
are already stretched thin.
The Iraqi elections appear to have
deposed our client Allawi and empowered Shia parties with ties to Iran and
Kurds who covet Kirkuk and its oil and
look to ultimate independence.
This has the Turks grumbling as well
as the dispossessed Sunnis, among
whom the newly reignited insurgency
first arose. Whatever the neocons’ vision
of Iraq—as strategic base camp for
World War IV or crown jewel of Middle
East empire—Americans seem to be
looking for an exit.
As for the Bush Doctrine—no axis-ofevil nation will be allowed to acquire
weapons of mass destruction—it is
being tested by Tehran and defied by
Kim Jong Il, who has crossed every red
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line Bush has put down and now claims
to have nuclear weapons. America’s
response? Please come back to the sixpower talks.
Russia’s Putin is consolidating power
in the czarist tradition, seeking to resurrect Moscow’s old sphere of influence,
and is conducting military exercises
jointly with Beijing.
And openly contemptuous China lectures us on our failure to rein in our voracious appetite for imports, which is sending the dollar the way of the peso. Beijing
refuses to pressure North Korea to terminate its nuclear-weapons program, permits Pyongyang to use Chinese territory
to transship missiles and nuclear materiel,
and spends a goodly slice of its $160 billion trade surplus with America to build
up air, naval, and missile forces for the
showdown with Taiwan.
“Unchecked by any rival,” is how
Krauthammer described the new Rome.
Yet as one watches the Old Republic
spend herself into bankruptcy, run up
trade deficits that debauch her currency,
decline to defend her own bleeding borders, permit rivals to loot her technology
and cart off her manufacturing plants,
America does in a way resemble Rome.
But it is, unfortunately, the Rome of the
late fourth century.
For America 2005, unlike the America
we knew not long ago, has become a
newly dependent nation, dependent on
the Gulf for oil to run our economy, on
imports for the necessities of our
national life, on Beijing and Tokyo to
buy the bonds to subsidize our selfindulgent lifestyles.
The Kipling of the late Victorian era
was speaking of folks like us when he
wrote in his poem “Recessional”: “For
frantic boast and foolish word/Thy
Mercy on Thy People, Lord!”
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