A. Havek, in The Fatal Conceit: The Errors of

. Socialism, offers us one insight into the nature of
freedom and morality. Hayek argues that the major world
religions have succeeded and endured because they rein-
force the weak and imperfect points of human nature.
Hayek believes that civilization is based on the family and on
private property, institutions that Judaism and Christianity,
in particular, have strongly emphasized. The question that
Hayek should have raised, but did not, was that of the
relationship between the high civilization of wealth and
culture in Western Europe and America, and Western
Christianity. Since the success of wealth-creation and free-
dom has occurred only in the areas of the world where
Western Christianity gained acceptance, it is important to
attempt to determine what special characteristics of Western
Christianity contributed to this unique development.

The interdependence of religion and family in Western
cultures was first explored by Numa Denis Fustel de
Coulanges in his work The Ancient City, and while there
have been many challenges to Fustel's arguments and
methods, his central insight retains its significance. Fustel
found that certain traditions of Indo-European culture took
strong root and flourished among the Western Indo-
Europeans —the Greeks, Romans, Celts, and Germans.
Among those societies, the role of religion was paramount.
Religion was first and foremost the exclusive prerogative of
the family. Each family formed its own religion. Each family
saw itself as protected by the deceased ancestors who had
gone to the afterlife. Each family formed a church.

The father and mother of the family formed the priest-
hood, which was exercised by the father. The father could
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perform his priestly functions only during the lifetime of his
wife, because the priesthood was incomplete without the
mother. After her death the priesthood then passed to the
oldest married son and his wife. Obviously, a culture in
which the wife was an integral and necessary part of the
priesthood had a high regard for women.

Central to the concept of each family as an independent
religious unit was the property on which the family practiced
the family religion. The property was the location of the
liturgy of the family religion and as such was sacred.
Especially sacred were the family burial grounds. The
property of each family had a religious significance and it
was sacrilege for anyone outside the family to violate its
clearly defined borders. All of this is reflected in Indo-
European law, and especially the law of the Greeks and
Romans.

The Greco-Roman world was not isolated and had to
face the challenges posed by several religions of the eastern
Mediterranean. Of all the religions from the East competing
for the attention of the Romans, Christianity was the most
demanding and required the greatest sacrifices by demand-
ing strict moral standards for its converts. Despite state
disapproval and sporadic persecutions, more and more
people converted to Christianity. After Constantine and his
successors adopted it as their personal and official religion,
Christianity spread throughout the Roman world and even a
bit beyond. Thus, on the Indo-European foundation of the
sanctity of property and of the family, found in Greek,
Roman, and German cultures, there was added the formal
institutions and the precepts of Christianity. For fifteen
hundred years the sanctity of property and of the family
permitted the emergence in the West of the greatest
contributions of culture and the widest diffusion of wealth in
the history of the world.



In The Origins of English Individualism, Alan Macfar-
lane recounts the close connection in medieval English
history of the development of the nuclear family and private
property. This connection provides a crucial explanation of
the rise of English culture and wealth, and the tradition
made up of the nuclear family, private property, and
individualism culminated in England’s American colonies.

Unlike the nations of the Continent, England and
America have maintained what was historically the legal
system of the European countries: the folk-law or common
law. The common law is rooted in Indo-European history
and still reflects its original precepts. In the early modern
era, other European countries saw their original legal
systems replaced by a statist civil law system based on
Roman imperial edicts. The change in continental legal
systems was part of a larger strategy to create the Total State,
an effort to enhance the power of the state against society
and the institutions that comprise society: private property,
the family, the church.

To create the modemn fiscal state, the Total State, it has
been necessary to fracture the institutions that stood be-
tween the state and the property it coveted — the institutions
of the family and religion. In various ways, the family and
religion were directly or indirectly undermined. Resistance
arose all over Europe, but only in England, and then in
America, was this resistance successful.

The Englishman’s resistance to the modern fiscal state is
the history of liberty, as Lord Acton described it. Rooted in
the Puritan culture of England, the resistance to the Total
State achieved success after a series of organized resistances.
During the reigns of James | and Charles 1 the struggle
became more and more intense, until in the English Civil
War the king was executed and a republic declared. But the
Commonwealth and the Protectorate of Cromwell moved
in the direction of the modern fiscal state, and to avoid the
Total State, the dead king’s son was restored to the throne,
but with greatly reduced powers. When Charles 11’s brother,
James II, sought to expand those powers, he was exiled and
his daughters succeeded him-—Mary (with William) and
Anne. The Revolution of 1688 with its Bill of Rights was
not only of the greatest importance for England but for
America as well. The defeat of the modern fiscal-state meant
the protection of private property and the institutions that
gave it strength—the family and religion.

The sanctity of private property in Western society was
rooted in the family religion that was universalized by
Christianity. The institutions of religiously-based family and
property provided the material as well as the spiritual bases
of Europe’s and America’s culture and prosperity. In The
History of the Idea of Progress (1980), Robert Nisbet
describes the importance of Christian doctrine in the
emergence of the idea of progress: “A very real philosophy
of human progress appears almost from the very beginning
in Christian theology, a philosophy stretching from St.
Augustine (indeed his predecessors, Eusebius and Tertulli-
an) down through the seventeenth century.”

Throughout the Middle Ages science was an important
part of the studies of the Schoolmen. Progress in knowledge
and in mankind’s prosperity went hand in hand. This
scientific focus laid the foundations both for the scientific
discoveries of the early modern period and “the idea of

progress.” As Nisbet observes:

The fundamental structure of the idea, its
governing assumptions and premises, its crucial
elements — cumulative growth, continuity in time,
necessity, the unfolding of potentiality, all of these
and others—took shape in the West within the
Christian tradition. The secular forms in which we
find the idea of progress from the late seventeenth
century on in Europe are inconceivable in the
historical sense apart from their Christian roots.

he religious foundation in Christianity of the concepts

of growth and development were rooted in the sanctity
of private property and the family. This sanctity gave
growth, development, and accumulation both certainty and
meaning. The actual growth, development, and change in
the culture and industrialization of the West was possible
due to the idea of progress, which was rooted in Christianity.

The scientific discoveries and technological development
that occurred in England in the 17th and 18th centuries—
the scientific revolution and the Industrial Revolution—
were rooted in the Christian tradition and expressed them-
selves in a society that still maintained the Christian-based
institutions of private property and family. The resistance to
the modern fiscal state gave England the ability and freedom
to pursue development and progress, and to expect the fruits
thereof to remain the property of the family and not of the
Total State.

The American Revolution was the most important of the
movements of resistance to the Total State. The revolution-
ary foundation was the argument from a Higher Law than
the statutes of the state. The American Revolution repre-
sented a landmark in the more than two-thousand-year
tradition of natural law.

Dr. F.A. Harper, founder of the Institute for Humane
Studies, in “Morals and Liberty” (1971), underlines the
freedom to choose as an essential part of moral frameworks.

This view — that there exists a Natural Law which
rules over the affairs of human conduct— will be
challenged by some who point out that man
possesses the capacity for choice, that man’s activity
reflects a quality lacking in the chemistry of a stone
and in the physical principle of the lever. But this
trait of man— this capacity for choice—does not
release him from the rule of cause and effect, which
he can neither veto nor alter. What the capacity
for choice means, instead, is that he is thereby
enabled, by his own choice, to act either wisely or
unwisely — that is, in either accord or discord with
the truths of Natural Law. But once he has made
his choice, the inviolate rule of cause and
consequence takes over with an iron hand of justice,
and delivers unto the doer either a reward or a
penalty, as the consequence of his choice. . . .

If T surrender my freedom of choice to a
ruler —by vote or otherwise —1 am still subject to
the superior rule of Natural Law. Although I am
subservient to the ruler who orders me to violate
Truth, T must still pay the penalty for the evil or
foolish acts in which [ engage at his command.

OCTOBER 1990/23



Christian doctrine calls attention to Original Sin, which has
clouded Man’s will. Otherwise our choices would be easy,
not hard. It is our clouded will that has made the attainment
of the good, the understanding of the good, and the
selecting of the appropriate good among several seeming
goods, so dificult. What is appropriate or good in one
context can be evil or lead to evil in another context. For
example, mankind’s sexual appetite, like our other appetites,
was endowed in us by God for an important and appropriate
purpose. Individuals or groups who pursued sexuality out-
side of marriage and the family suffered and continue to
suffer the evil consequences of pursuing an apparent good
without the institutional guidance of the family structure.

Similarly, the tenderness and sharing that are essential
parts of the family cannot be generalized outside the family
structure. The attempt to treat the whole society —city,
county, state, or nation—as a family and enforce the
affections that are appropriate to the family, and only
appropriate within a family, can only corrupt and confuse
society.

We can see in our society the consequences of separat-
ing—Dby legislating an artificial family, a mass extended
family —tenderness and sharing from the direct training
and education of children. Those who receive what the
government takes from others are subjected to the cornmis-
sioners of sharing and of tenderness as their children are
subjected to the boards of training and education. We have
the necessary separation and specialization of bureaucracies

that do not connect development in education with tender-
ness and sharing. The family is the premier example of an
interdisciplinary, nonspecialized institution. The success of
the family over the ten thousand years of man’s recorded
history is one of the most important sources of lessons for
our society.

American society is suffering the consequences of the
separation of responsibility from individual family decisions.
Freedom and morality as natural entities are not able to
function when responsibility is diluted or removed. Freedom
and morality cannot complement each other when responsi-
bility is eliminated. Our society suffers its current crises as a
result of abandoning the social foundations on which its
previous successes were built.

Every choice we make has consequences for us. We must
bear the burdens of our choices. If our choices are
irresponsible we suffer the consequences and learn from
them. We change our choices by reforming. We reform
ourselves each day in small ways that in most people
eliminates the need for drastic change. Governmental
institutions, on the other hand, freeze decisions and make
incremental reforms almost impossible. This creates the
demand for drastic results. Removing more decisions from
governmental institutions will make it possible to achieve
necessary reforms in an easy rather than difficult manner.
The natural relationship between freedom and morality,
then, can be restored to its appropriate harmony.
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Presidents’ Hill

A Short Story
by Kit Reed

essie and Kirk Dawson were in their late 20’s when they

moved into Grove Glen, and Fred Glover’s wife Eva saw
at once that they needed work. This was a tight community,
not the kind two kids could walk into cold, so Eva took it as
her responsibility. She was, after all, the boss’s wife. She
invited herself and Fred over for the inspection tour
(“theater seats, how spunky”), after which she invited Kirk
to offer them drinks. '

Then Eva sat on the raw terrace outside the half-finished
house, crossing her sleek, waxed legs and giving advice in a
whiskey voice.

“Children. If you want to be invited, you'll have to
entertain. When we were getting started Fred and I used to
give huge bashes four times a year.”” She looked over at Fred,
who was busy numbering the available kinds of ground
cover for Kirk. “Didn’t we, Fred?”

Fred did not so much answer as hum, a little buzz that
might have been a tribute to the waning summer, their long
lives together, the shift of light that warned of approaching
fall. “Most people around here go in for organic gardening,”
he went on telling Kirk. “Garlic instead of pesticides. Bags
of human hair.”

“You’d look so much prettier with contact lenses,” Eva
told Jessie. “You don’t have to go around looking like a
schoolteacher.” In the next breath she cautioned: “Never
outdress your guests.”

“But it’s the first time I've been able to afford decent
clothes.”

“Sweetie, you're already one up on us. You're young.”

Jessie saw that the tan, the elegant linen shorts, the silk
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shirt were carefully put together to distract from the lines in
Eva’s face, beginning rings around her neck. “I'm sorry.”

Eva said to Fred, “Aren’t they adorable?” '

Jessie murmured, ““Lord!”

But Fred was showing Kirk how to drown slugs in dishes
of beer.

“It’s not your fault you're young,” Eva said, putting on
maturity like a badge; she seemed so seasoned! * These days
I shudder every time I see the first red leaf.” A

Fred smiled indulgently. “Eva, I think these kids Rave had
enough of us for now.”

“Oh no,” Kirk said in haste.

But Jessie was protesting. “Kids!”

“Shh,” Eva said in a there-there tone. “Shh.”

She couldn’t help it if she and Kirk were the youngest
couple here. He looked like a stripling next to the others
with their grave expressions and their substantial adult
silhouettes. Their solidity made Kirk seem slight and
unsteady as a setter puppy, who could demolish small
objects with a single wag of the tail. All this, Fred explained,
was the result of conscious effort: “Who wants to do
business with a young guy?” The women had a sheen Jessie
envied; they were so far ahead that it gave her the feeling she
was running along behind, calling after them: Wait up!

Two months ago Kirk and Jessie were sitting around on
mattresses in student apartments; now they were here. Jessie
put on stockings and high heels to teach; Kirk moved into
dark suits and sober ties. Colliding in front of the hall mirror,
they had to laugh. They even had a mortgage now. The
realtor had halted them in the middle of the newly sodded
front lawn to point out the potential for upgrading. In time
they would leave their cookie-cutter split level for one of the
architects’ houses perched on Presidents” Hill.
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